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I. Calvin and conse rva t ive  Reformed theo log ians  
can also speak of the r e a l  and even t h e  sub- 

s t a n t i a l  presence of C h r i s t ' s  body and blood i n  
t h e  ho ly  scxra&ent ,  so t h a t  t h e  use of  t h e  same 
terminology i s  o f t e n  mis lead ing ,  But t h e r e  is  
o n e  sh ibbo le th  (Jud. 12:6),  t h a t  i s ,  one toucb- 
s tone  of t h e  b i b l i c a l  d a c t r i n e  of t h e  Koly Supper, 
t h e  answer t o  t h e  ques t ion :  "What do unbe l i eve r s  
r e c e i v e  when they come t o  t h e  Lord 's  table?" I f  
you g e t  t h e  answer: "Even unbe l i eve r s  r e c e i v e  
C h r i s t ' s  body and blood, bu t  th'ey receive them t o  
t h e i r  judgment," you may be sure t h a t  your  p a r t n e r  
is a good Lutheran. The "com~unio indignorum" i s  
t h e  s h i b b o l e t h  of t h e  t r u e  d o c t r i n e  of t h e  
sacrament,  

2. So, in t he  saae way, w e  may say t h a t  tke doc- 
t r i n e  of t h e  ce r - i i t ude  of s a l v a t i o n  is  t h e  

s h i b b o l e t h  o r  Eke touch st on^ of true b i b l i c a l  
theology.  It leads us  directly i n t o  t h e  h e a r t  of 
t h e  gs spe l ,  i n t o  the center ~f C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  
t o  t h e  po in t  where S c r i p t u r e  t e l l s  u s  how the 
s i n n e r  is j u s t i f i e d  and saved. Ask a theologian  
t o  ar~iculate h i s  unders tanding  of t h e  c e r t i t u d e  
of salvaticn, and you w i l l  i m e d i a t e l y  know whether 
h i s  s e t e r i o l o g y ,  his doctrine of s a l v a t i o n  w i t h  a l l  
t h a t  i t  i n c l u d e s  (redenption, objective and subjec-  
t i v e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  grace, and e l e c t i o a ) ,  is t r u l y  
b i b l i c a l ,  So t h e  doc t r ine  of the  c e r t i t u d e  of sal- 
vat ion may be c a l l e d  the  second s h i b b o l e t h  of 
Lutheran theology,  
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3 .  This is not a purely t h e o r e t i c a l  questicn 
aimed t o  give theologians the p o s s i b i l f t y  to 

speculate and exercise the i r  personal sagaf i ty .  
There is n o  more e x i s t e n t i a l  problem than this in 
t h e  life of a human being. When God has, through 
the preaching of the Law,broken a proud h e a r t ,  
s t r i c k e n  a proud soul and destroyed the innate 
"apinio legis" (the w i l l  of self -justification), 
and when the sinner becomes conscious of his i n jus -  
tice and misery, when he realizes t h a t  he is abso- 
lutely unable to do anything to r e p a i r  his sins 
2nd to redeem himsel f ,  he cannot b a t  ask the  ques- 
t i o n :   ow may I, poor and l o s t  s inne r ,  stand 
befo re  the holy God and find grace?Ik And when he 
is told by t h e  Gospel t h a t  Chr i s t  w a s  delivered 
because of his sins and t h a t  H e  ro se  from the  dead 
because af his -&stif icat ion,  that he should there- 
fore belbue in Ria, he has t o  face another quest ion:  
"Have I the right t o  believe t h e  promises of the 
Gospel? Who t e s t i f i e s  t o  me that I am pe r sona l ly  
af fected by wha t  God d i d  i n  Ris Son, t h a t  He wishes 
t o  f o r g i v e  my s i n s  and wants my sa lva t ion?"  And 

w h o  will t e l l  the C h r i s t i a n  s u f f e r i n g  under the  
f e e l i n g  of h i s  weaknesses, oppressed by h i s  s i n s ,  
his d e n i a l s  and h i s  un fa i th fu lness ,  t h a t  God, in-  
s t e a d  o f  r e j e c t i n g  him, continues t o  love  him and 
t o  work f o r  h i s  s a l v a t i o n ?  These a r e  ques t ions  t h e  
unbe7 i e v e r s  don' t  worry about .  But a broken, re- 
pentant  and be l i ev ing  h e a r t  cannot escape them and 
wishes, needs, and r equ i re s  c l e a r  b i b l i c a l  answers 

4 ,  That ' s  t h e  f i e l d  s f  b i b l i c a l  t r u t h  where we as 
Lutheran Chr i s t i ans  and theologians have same- 

t h i n g  unique t o  tell and to confess  i n  o u r  church 
and i n  t h e  w o r l d  around u s ,  The d o c t r i n e  s f  the  
c e r t i t u d e  of s a l v a t i o n  is  a sad  chapter  i n  the  
h i s t o r y  of dogmatics. It bas known the same lo: 
as t h e  doc t r ine  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  and i s  d i r e c t l y  
a t  stake as soon as one sf t h e  two fo l l swing errors 
is  committed: t h e  f l r s t  one being any kind s f  

denial af the su f f i c i ency  and the  p e r f e c t i o n  of 
Christ's redeeming work, with its Lagical conse- 
quetlee that the grace of God manifested i n  Jesus 
Chris t  is riot t h e  only foundation of ou r  sa lvat ion 
and that  the sinner is not justified by faith alone, 
but also by somethiag else, whatever i t  may be,  and 
the second the a f f i rma t ion  t h a t  Chr i s t  d id  not  re- 
deen t h e  whole of mankind, that God does no t  want 
to szve every man, that  H e  o f f e r s  His grace only 
t o  a few e l e c t ,  w i th  its necessary c o r o l l a r y  that 
no one can 5 pxisri t r u s t  the prox i ses  of t he  
Gospel .  

5. Before we t reat  o u r  s u b j e c t ,  may w e  b e  precise  
about something e l s e  and s t a t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  

Holy S p i r i t  a lone can he lp  u s  grasp this wonderful  
t r u t h .  What w e  s h a l l  have t o  say  w i l l  remain some 
kind of Chinese fcr everyone who has no t  experienced 
God's work i n  Law and Gospel,  who has n o t  learned i n  
some way t o  tremble before t h e  most holy  r equ i re -  
ments and the  t e r r i b l e  v e r d i c t  of t h e  Law and re- 
j o i c e  i n  the  love  and i n f i n i t e  mercy t h a t  i s  re- 
v e a l e d  i n  the Gospel of Chr i s t  crucified and r i sen .  
It is  i n  a  proper  d i s t i n c t i o n  of Law and Gospel  
t h a t  t h e  b i b l i c a l  doc t r ine  of the c e r t i t u d e  of sa l -  
va t ion  t a k e s  i ts  p lace ,  and t h a t  Lutheran theology 

becomes a c t u a l l y  a theology of c e r t i t u d e .  But t h i s  
proper d i s t i n c t i o n  of I , aw and Gospel  i s  an a r t  t h a t  
transcends human reason and a f  which n a t u r a l  man i s  
t o t a l l y  incapable,  It has  to be s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  
school  of the Holy S p i r i t ,  now, tomorrow, and as 
long as  we l ive  i n  the  f l e s h .  
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THE CERTITUDE OF REDEMPTION AND RECONCILIATION 

The  C k r i s t i z n  x-eliglo~: i s  t h e  r~ligicc eE c e r t i -  
t ~ k .  A b r i e ?  loek at a ccneordauce s h o w s  u s  

how cgten  terms l i l c e  " cex t i t ude ,  " "asserance,  " 
"firm," "to know," " to  b e l i e v e , "  " t o  be convinced," 
e t c . ,  are used i n  t h e  Bib le .  T h e  r e l i g i o n  o f  C h r i s t  
c r u c i f i e d ,  which i s  f o r  n a t u r a l  man "a s tumbl ing  
block" and " fool i shness"  ( 1  Cor. 1 : 23 ; 2 : 1 4 ) ,  
d i f f e r s  from a l l  o t h e r  r e l i g i o n s  i n  t h a t  i t  a lone  
can impart  t o  its fo l l ower s  t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of God's 
g race  and s a l v a t i o n ,  This  f a c t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  
i t s  m a t e r i a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e  Gospel of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
by g race ,  f o r  J e sus '  sake and through f a i t h .  There 
are b a s i c a l l y  t w o  r e l i g i o n s  i n  t h e  world: on t h e  
one hand a l l  t h e  pagan r e l i g i o n s ,  which a r e  re l i -  
g ions  of t h e  Law, even if they  happen t o  speak about  
God's mercy and love ,  f o r  t hey  a l l  t e ach  t h e  "opinio 
l e g i s , "  s a l v a t i o n  through human works, d i g n i t y  and 
merits, and on the  o t h e r  t h e  C h r i s t i z n  r e l i g i o n ,  
which is  the r e l i g i o n  of t h e  Gospel, as Fs. Piepe r  
emphasized i n  such a wonderful way i n  the  prologo- 
mena of h i s  Dogmatics, And a s  o f t e n  as  a church 
t u r n s  i ts  back an t h e  pure  Gospel,  i t  i n v a r i a b l y  
f a l l s  back i n t o  the  "opin io  l e g i s "  of t h e  n a t u r a l  
man, which is  t h e  common denoa ina t a r  sf a l l  t y p e s  
of paga-nism, This  h ~ l d s  t r u e ,  f o r  example, wi th  
t h e  Roman Ca tho l i c  Church and P r o t e s t a n t  Synergism 
of every  kind.  Only a c o r r e c t  d i s t i n c t i o n  of Law 
and Gospel can p re se rve  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of b i b l i c a l .  

s o t e r i o l o g y .  As soor.. as men are  required to do 
sornethj.r,g f o r  t h e i r  s i l v a t i o n ,  be i t  i n  t h e  form 
of a s y i - t r g i s t i c  p r c p ~ r a t . i o r . ,  d ~ c i s i o n  u r  coopera- 
t i o n  in conversio--1, o r  of gocd works coopera t ing  
with G o t ' s  grace in the j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  LLley cannot 
b u t  found t h e i r  salvation on t h ~ r n ~ e l v e s  a t  least 
p a r t i a l l y .  And t h a t ' s  i n c o i ~ q a t i b l e  w i t h  the  s c r i p -  
t u r a l  dcctrine cT C h r i s t i a n  certitud~. In d i f f e r -  
e n t  ways Roman Ca tho l i c  theology and B i l l y  Graham's 
g o s p e l  dep r ive  the  r e ~ e n t a n t  s inner  u f  t h i s  wonder- 
ful b i b l i c a l  pea r l ,  

7 C k r i s t i t n  c e r t i t u d ~  is r oo t ed  i n  t h e  promises 
sf t h e  Gospel:  

The Lord ,  Lord God,  m e r c i f u l  and g r a c i o u s ,  
long-suffering and abundant in goodness  a n d  
t r u t h ,  k e e p i n g  m e r c y  for  thousands, faforgiv- 
ing iniquity and transgression and sin" 
(Exodus 3 4 : 6 , 7 ) ,  

As I live, s a i t h  the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the w i c k e d ,  b u t  
:ha t  the w i c k e d  turn from his way and live 
( ~ z @ k i a l  33:11), 

Fur God so loved the world, that he gave  his 
an1 y begotten Sc>n, &ha$ whoseaev~r helieveth 
- ' A  him shotrld n?t perish, bsl":~;ave ever2~s.t-  
. r g  life (Jdm .?:i6), 

:The Son of ms-2 j s  mane to seek azd to save 
khzt w h i c h  w z s  l o s f  (Luke 19:10]. 

8. To s2.y t h a t  Christj-an c e r t i t u d e  i s  fcunded on 
the  promises of t h e  Gospel means t o  s ay  t h a t  

i t  i s  based on C h r i s t ' s  work of redemption and i ts  
f r u i t s ,  a s  i t  is  proclaimed,  proposed and o f f e red  
i n  t h e  Gospel, and a s  3t i s  preached o r  v i s i b l y  
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:ha t  the w i c k e d  turn from his way and live 
( ~ z @ k i a l  33:11), 

Fur God so loved the world, that he gave  his 
an1 y begotten Sc>n, &ha$ whoseaev~r helieveth 
- ' A  him shotrld n?t perish, bsl":~;ave ever2~s.t-  
. r g  life (Jdm .?:i6), 

:The Son of ms-2 j s  mane to seek azd to save 
khzt w h i c h  w z s  l o s f  (Luke 19:10]. 

8. To s2.y t h a t  Christj-an c e r t i t u d e  i s  fcunded on 
the  promises of t h e  Gospel means t o  s ay  t h a t  

i t  i s  based on C h r i s t ' s  work of redemption and i ts  
f r u i t s ,  a s  i t  is  proclaimed,  proposed and o f f e red  
i n  t h e  Gospel, and a s  3t i s  preached o r  v i s i b l y  



administered i n  the sacraments,  Thanks t o  the Lord 
-- because we would be l o s t  i f  i t  were no& so -- 
t he  c e r t i t u d e  of s a l v a t i o n  has abso lu te ly  no b a s i s  
i n  ourse$ves, i n  our  f a i t h ,  our  p i e t y  o r  our f e e l -  
i ngs ,  as  f e rven t  a s  they may be,  nor i n  our  Chris- 
t i a n  works. 1% is based exclus ive ly  on what Chr i s t  
J e sus  has  done f o r  us  s i n n e r s ,  Therefore Jesus i s  
presented by t h e  Bible as t h e  h e a r t  and c e n t e r  of 
t h ~  Gospel, the unique foundation of s a l v a t i o n  and 
02 the  Church, That is why we do not  p lay  w i t h  
words when w e  s t a c e  t ha t  we are saved no t  because 
we be l i eve ,  but  because C h r i s t  has redeemed us ,  
Scripture says:  

Therefore thus sai th the Lord God, B e h ~ L d ,  
P l a y  i n  ZPsn far a foundation a stone, a 
tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a 

i' 
sure foundation: he that believeth shall 

i 

not make haste (Isaiah 28:16), 

9. This s tatement  is a key phrase  i n  t h e  message 
i 

of t h e  a p o s t l e s .  They were ev iden t ly  convinced 
t h a t  what I s a i a h  prophesied had been f u l f i l l e d  
seven c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r  i n  Chr i s t  and H i s  redeeming 
work. For t h a t  reason they quote and apply i t  t o  
Him i n  t h e i r  preaching ( C f ,  Rsm. 9 ~ 3 2 . 3 3 ;  1 P e t e r  
2:5.6), O r ,  to quote another  well-known t e x t :  1 

For other foundat ion can no man l a y  than t h a t  
is I a i d ,  which i s  Jesus Christ (4  Core 3 ~ 1 1 ) ~  

10,  But Scr ip tu re  te l ls  us a l s o  why and how Jesus  i s  
t h e  f ~ m d a t i o n  of our  s a l v a t i o n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  

of t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of s a l v a t i o n .  

11. Roman Cathol ic  theolagy s t a t e s :  ''Gratis. e s t  
donum superna tura le  g r a t i s  a  Deo p e r  m e r i t s  

C h r i s t i  homini l apso  concessum ad redemptionem i n  
nobis  perf iciendam s i v e  ad vl tam aeternam asse-  
quendam," which means: "grace is a supe rna tu ra l  

g i f t  g rac ious ly  and through C h r i s t ' s  mer i t s  be- 
stowed by God on f a l l e n  man, i n  order  t o  r e a l i z e  
i n  u s  redemption o r  t o  o b t a i n  e t e r n a l  s a lva t ions '  
(Bernard Bartmann, ~ r b c i s  de ~ h k o l o g i e  Dogmatique, 
1944, 11, 15). That i s  t o  say t h a t  C h r i s t ,  i n s t ead  
of r e a l l y  redeeming a l l  msiikiud, has through H i s  
death meri ted f o r  u s  t h e  g i f t  of grace, a kind of 
s u p e r n a t u r a l  a s s i s t a n c e  which i s  infuse6  i i i ,  t2;e 
h e a r t  of the  be l i eve r s  and enables  t:;m through 
due cooperat ion t o  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  redeiuption. 
Redemption has s t i l l  t o  be achieved. On the  
o t h e r  hand, many P r o t e s t a n t  t heo log ians  speak of 
t h e  forg iveness  of sins a s  if t h a t  is  s t i l l  t o  be 
r e a l i z e d ;  they p l ace  i t  a f t e r  conversion,  i n s t ead  
of before:  Chr i s t  d i d n ' t  achieve i t ,  but  oniy 
made i t  poss ib l e  through H i s  a toning  dea th ,  and it  
is up t o  conversion t o  change t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  i n t o  
a  f a c t ,  Doctr ines l i k e  these  have d i r e c t  conse- 
quences on t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of s a l v a t i o n .  Ss I th ink  
i t  is  necessary t o  show c l e a r l y  how C h r i s t ' s  work 
i s  t h e  foundat ion of Chr i s t i an  c e r t i t u d e ,  o r  t o  
a r t i c u l a t e  t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of redemption and recon- 
c i l i a t i o n ,  

12. Mankind has been, thkough C h r i s t ' s  a c t i v e  and 
pass ive  obedience, e f f e c t i v e l y  and t o t a l l y  

redeemed: t h a t  means t h a t  a l l  s i n s  of a l l  men have 
been atoned f o r ,  t h a t  t h e  world has been a c t u a l l y  
reconci led  wi th  God and, through non-imputation of 
s i n s  o r  imputat ion of C h r i s t ' s  merits and j u s t i c e ,  
o b j e c t i v e l y  j u s t i f i e d  by t h e  Lord. God has  passed,  
i n  favor  of a l l  men, a sentence  of a c q u i t t a l  accord- 
ing  t o  which they a r e  a l l  pardoned. Remission of 
s i n s  i s  t h e r e f o r e  o b j e c t i v e l y  p r e s e n t  and proclaimed 
and bestowed i n  t h e  Gospel. So C h r i s t i a n  c e r t i t u d e  
is  f i r s t  of a l l  t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of e f f e c t i v e  redenp- 
t i o n  and r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .  
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C h r i s t ' s  Active Obedience 

13, C h r i s t ' s  v i ca r ious  s a t i s f a c t i o n  inc ludes  both 
His a c t i v e  and H i s  pas s ive  obedience, Since 

Sc r ip tu re  i n s i s t s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on H i s  pass ive  obe- 
dience,  we s h a l l  n o t  l o s e  too much time with H i s  
a c t i v e  obedience, Nevertheless  i t  must be c l e a r l y  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v e  obedience belongs t o  h i s  
min i s t ry  a s  High P r i e s t ,  Every man has  a twofold 
ok l iga t ion :  t o  accomplish God's w i l l  and observe 
H i s  commandments, and t o  endure H i s  wrath and male- 
6ictEon i n  case  of t r ansg res s ion ,  Atoning f o r  t h e i r  
s i n s  w i l l  not  be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  al low s inne r s  t o  l ive .  
S r i n t  Paul  s t a t e s :  

Therefore, as b y  the caf-fence o f  one 
( 6 i  kvds n a p a n ' r b ~ a ~ o s )  judgment came upon 
a l l  men t o  condemnation, even so b y  the 
righteousness o f  m e  ( b i  t v d s  6 ~ n a ~ d ? ~ a ~ a s )  
the free g i f t  came u p n  a21 men unto justi-  
fication sf l i f e ,  For as b y  one man's dis- 
obedience ( 6 ~ d  ~ f i s  ~ a p a n o i 7 ~  ~ o 3  6 ~ 6 s )  many 
were made sinners, so by the obedience of 
one (6~3 T ~ S  d n a n o f i ~   TO^ 8vds)  shalf many 
be made righteous (Romans 5 :l8,19) a I 

1 4 ,  The a p o s t l e  opposes h e r e  offence o r  t ransgres-  
s ion  and "act of jus t ice"  (and not. " j u s t i c e , "  

s o  t h e  K J V ) ,  d isobedience and obedience. So Chr5s t ' s  
a c t  of j u s t i c e  i s  t h e  exact oppos i te  of A d a d s  
t r ansg res s ion  as it has  been imputed by God t o  a l l  
mankind, As Adam's disobedience brought us  dea th  
and condemnation through God's imputat ion,  so 
Chris t"  obedience arid p e r f e c t  f u l f i l l m e n t  brought 
us  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and l i f e ,  

15. Or, t o  quote another t e x t :  

For t h e y  (the Jews), being ignorant  of God's 

- 8 -  

1 * t 

righteousness and going about t o  establish 
%heir own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righ-isesrasness sf God. 
F o r  Christ is %.he end of the l a w  for r i g h t -  
eousness t o  everyone that believeth 
(Romans 20 : 3 ,4 )  , 

1 6 ,  The J e w s  are s a i d  t o  be unable t o  o b t a i n  God's 
r ighteousness  as it  is  revealed i n  %he Gospel, 

because they endeavor t o  es tab l i sh  t h e i r  own r i g h t -  
eousness through t h e i r  o m  works and m e r i t s ,  But 
what man caanot achieve by t r y i n g  t o  keep t h e  Law, 
C h r i s t  has achieved through H i s  perfect  obedience, 
and fox t h i s  reason Me is  t h e  end of t h e  Law f o r  
the  j u s t i c e  of a l l  those  who be l i eve  in Him and so 
have H i s  r igh teousness  inputed to thean, 

17, And f i n a l l y ,  when Paul  s t a t e s  t h a t  

Wen the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made o f  a waman, made 
under the law ( Y E V ~ ~ E V O S  6116 vdpov )  
(Gal, 4 : 4 ) ,  

he wants t o  make c l e a r . 2 h a t  C h r i s t  has  been put 
under the  Law and all its obligations in the  same 
way t h a t  we a r e :  H e  w a s  no t  only r e q u i r e d  t o  en- 
du re  its maledict ion f o r  aB% the s i n s  t h a t  H e  bore ,  
but  a l s o  t o  f u l f i l l  a l l  i t s  demands, G ,  Stoeckhardt 
p u t s  i t  t h i s  way: "The Law under Which was I s r a e l ,  
i s  t h e  t o t a l  sum of a11 t h a t  God requires from men, 
e s p e c i a l l y  from I s r a e l .  To t h i s  Law Chr i s t  was 
submitted, and He took i t  on Himself, f u l f i l l i n g  
a l l  i t s  comarrdments. This  very  obedience served 
our redemption" (Eehre rtrnd Webrg, 1896, p .  1 3 7 ) ,  
This  t r u t h  is solemnly confessed by t h e  Lutheran 
Church i n  t h e  Formula of Concord: 

18, Since Chr i s t  i s  not  man a,lane, bu t  God and 
man i n  one undivi.ded person., Be was as 
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l i t t h e  sub jec t  t o  the  Law, because W e  is  the 
Lord sf t h e  Law, as H e  had t o  su f fe r  and d i e  
as f a r  as H i s  person i s  concerned. For t h i s  
reason,  then ,  H i s  obedience, n o t  only i n  su f -  
f e r i n g  and dying, bu t  also i n  t h i s ,  t h a t  H e  
i n  our s t ead  was v o l u n t a r i l y  made under t h e  
Law, and f u l f i l l e d  i t  by t h i s  abedience, i s  
imputed t o  us f o r  r ighteousness ,  s o  t h a t ,  on 
account of W i s  complete obedience, which H e  
rendered H i s  heavenly Fa the r  f o r  u s ,  by 
doing and s u f f e r i n g  (agendo et pa t iendo)  , 
i n  l i v i n g  and dying ( i n  v i t a  e t  marte) ,  God 
forgives our sins, regards us as godly and 
r ighteous ,  and e te rna l ly  saves us (Trigles 
S,D. % P I ,  l 5 ,P6) ,  

$ 9 ,  With t h i s  s tatement  the  Lutheran Church r e j e c t s  
t h e  false d o c t r i n e  s f  Anselnr of Canterbury 

(1633-11691, Ceorg Barsimsnius (Lutheran super in ten-  
dent ,  1525-15761, Joh, Piscatsr  (Refomed theologian ,  
1546-1625) and Paus%us Socinus (1539-1604), who de- 
clared that, since Chr i s t  was t r u e  man and subjec ted  
ts the Lav, H e  was under t h e  o%Ei@,ation t o  f u l f i l  i t ,  
su tha t  H i s  keeping of t h e  Law csuPd not  be imputed 
t o  mankind, The Law requ i re s  both ,  f u l f i l m e n t  and 
punislmnaent. A t h i e f  i s  n e t  innocent and j u s t  because 
he has been punished f o r  h i s  t h e f t .  J e sus  could not  
save  us through H i s  s o l e  a c t i v e  obedience, On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, had H i s  s o l e  pas s ive  obedience, that is ,  
H i s  s a c r i f i c e  on tEne c r o s s ,  been imputed to us,  Me 
would have put  u s  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  took place 
befo re  t h e  f a l l ,  t h a t  is ,  under t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
achieve s a l v a t i o n  through our obedience a n d . a c t i v e  
fu l f i lmen t  of t h e  Law, But Je sus  has n o t  only pur- 
chased f o r  us  forg iveness  of our s i n s ,  but  a l so  de- 
l i v e r e d  us from t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  ob ta in  s a l v a t i o n  
through our  personal  obedience (Rom. 10:3.4; 8 : 3 . 4 ) .  
And t h a t  is t h e  very po in t  I would l i k e  t o  make here. 
I f  J e sus  had j u s t  d i ed  f o r  our  s i n s ,  w e  could have 
t h e  comforting assurance t h a t  they a r e  forg iven  by 
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God, But H e  would n o t  b e  t h e  end of t h e  Law for 
t h e  j u s t i c e  of a l l  t hose  who b e l i e v e  i n  H i m ,  i n  
s o  f a r  a s  t h e  Law would s t i l l  be the  way on which 
we would have t o  achieve  our  s a l v a t i o n .  J u s t i f i -  
c a t i o n  would remain j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by works, and 
t h i s  would exclude t h e  j o y f u l  c e r t i t u d e  of God's 
g r a c e  and s a l v a t i o n ,  

20. The Law would s t i l l  be ou r  ncr~bcr~wyds ,  our 
schoolmaster  (Gal,  3:24), and Jesus  could n o t  

say:  "If t h e  Son t h e r e f o r e  s h a l l  make you f r e e ,  
ye s h a l l  be  f r e e  indeed" (John 8:36). 

C h r i s t ' s  Pass ive  Abedience 

21,  L e t  u s  now treat t h e  o t h e r  p a r t  of C h r i s t ' s  
p r i e s t l y  work, H i s  p a s s i v e  obedience. It is 

on t h i s  p a r t  of H i s  work t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  i n s i s t s  t h e  
most,  probably because it r e v e a l s  more than any- 
t h i n g  else H i s  abundant l ove  and mercy. We s h a l l  
examine i t  under t h e  t h r e e f o l d  a spec t  of redemption, 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  

REDEMPTION : 

22, Two d i f f e r e n t  a c t s  belong t o  C h r i s t ' s  pas s ive  
obedience: t h e  imputa t ion  t o  h i s  person of 

t h e  s i n s  and g u i l t  of mankind and h i s  submission 
t o  t h e  punishment mer i ted  by them. 

23,  1 )  S c r i p t u r e  t eaches  t h a t  t h e  s i n s  and t h e  
g u i l t  of  a l l  men have been t r a n s f e r r e d  o r  

imputed t o  C h r i s t *  W e  do n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  between 
t h e  imputa t ion  of s i n s  and t h e  imputat ion of g u i l t ,  
s i n c e  g u i l t  ( r e a t u s  cu lpae)  i s  nothing e l s e  than 
t h e  s i n  as f a r  a s  God imputes i t  t o  its author .  
Man is g u i l t y  be fo re  God when God cons iders  him 
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a s  responsible f o r  h i s  s i n s .  This was the  case 
with Chr is t :  

The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity  o f  
us a l l  (Isaiah 53 : 6 )  . 
For he hath made him t o  be sin for us,  who 
knew no s in ,  that we might be made the 
righteousness o f  God i n  him ( 2  Cor, 5:21). 

Who h i s  own s e l f  bare our sins i n  h is  own 
body on the t ree ,  that we, being dead t o  
s ins ,  should l i v e  unto righteousness 
(1 Peter 2 :24) . 
Christ was once offered t o  bear the sins of 
many (Heb. 9 ~ 2 8 ) .  

24, This means t h a t  Chr is t  was made personally re- 
sponsible f o r  a l l  our s i n s ,  and went so f a r  

i n  H i s  ex inani t ion  and humiliat ion t h a t ,  when He 
died on the  c ross ,  He d i d n ' t  even r e a l i z e  t h a t  the  
s i n s  He bore were fore ign s i n s ;  He was in t imate ly  
convinced t h a t  He had Himself committed them. 
Therefore He complains i n  the  messianic psalm, 
Ps. 40:12: "Innumerable e v i l s  have compassed m e  
about; mine i n i q u i t i e s  have taken hold'upon me, 
so t h a t  I am not a b l e  t o  look up; they a r e  more 
than the  h a i r s  of mine head; the re fo re  my h e a r t  
f a i l e t h  me." 

25, 2 )  Sc r ip tu re  a l s o  teaches c l e a r l y  t h a t  Christ  
endured God's wrath and was subjected t o  the  

punishment merited by s i n f u l  mankind, and t h a t  
t h i s  punishment was executed on Him.  He bore the  
malediction of the  Law: 

Christ has redeemed us from the curse o f  
the law, being made a curse for us,  for it 

i s  tbyritten: Cursed is everyone tha t -  hangeth 
on a tree (Gad, 3 : 6 3 ) ,  

H e  was delivered f a r  o u r  offences (Ram, 4 : 2 5 )  

When we were y e t  without strength, i n  due 
time Christ d i e d  for the ungodl y e  , . Gad 
commendeth h is  love toward us, i n  t h a t ,  
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
u s  (Rom. 5 : 6 . 8 ) .  

H e  gave h i m s e l f  for our sins (Gal .  1 : 4 )  a 

Christ also hath once suffered f o r  sias,  
the just for the unjust (1 Pet, 3 :18) . 
S u r e l y  he hath borne our giriefs and carried 
our sorrows; yet we d i d  esteem him stricken, 
smitten o f  God and a f f l i c t e d ,  B u t  he was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was 
b r u i s e d  for o u r  in iqui t ies;  the chastise- 
ment of our peace was  pun him, and with 
h i s  s t r i p e s  we are healed,,, T h e  Lord hath 
l a i d  o n  him the i n i q u i t y  of us a l l  
(Isaiah 5 3 ~ 4 - 6 ) .  - 

The love of Christ constztaineth us, because 
w e  thus judge  thai: if one died for aL1, then 
were al l  dead ( 2  C o r ,  5 : l 4 ) ,  

H e  gave himself for us, that he might  redeem 
u s  f r o m  a11 iniquity  and p u r i f y  unto himsell 
a pecraPiar people, aealatms sf good works 
(Titus 2 ~14). 

Chri~C- ; l ~ o  hi" hlovec' u s  and h a t h  given 
HafmseLf fir us an of fer ing  and a sacrifice 
to God for a s w e e t - s ~ e l l i c g  savor ( ~ p h .  5 ~ 2 ) .  
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26. I n  most of these  passages S c r i p t u r e  uses  t h e  
Greek p repos i t ion  6 ~ E p  (with t h e  g e n i t i v e  case)  

whici: axpresscs t h a t  what Chr i s t  d i d ,  H e  d i d  i n  our  
s t e a t  z ~ d  f o r  our  sake, In  the  words of i n s t i t u t i o n  
of the  Ewly Supper,  Jesus uses  another  p repos i t ion ,  
n c p i  ( g e n i t i v e  c a s e ) ,  i n  exac t ly  t h e  same sense:  

This is my b l o o d  of the new testament, 
which i s  shed for many for the remission 
clE sins (Matt. 26 : 26 )  , 

5'. - 
L Thare i s  y e t  ano the r  p r e p a s i t i o n  which s t a f c s  

E_;- s fac t  i r k  sn  eveis c I ea - e r  way:: &\:-rG 
il L.x:-t ivr case), f o r  it rF,eails p r e c i s e l y  t ha t  Clirisr 
~L,L>; o12r place, endur ing  what w e  w e r e  supposed t;lt 

endure and paying t h e  ransam for our  s i n s :  

use  of t h e  s a c r i f i c i a l  t emino logy  of t h e  Qfd 
Testament: Chr i s t  of fered  on behalf  of men t h e  
one a toning  s a c r i f i c e  which was pref igured  by a l l  
t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  of t h e  o l d  covenant,  Cf,  e spec ia l ly  
Meb, 7  and 9 ,  H i s  work on khe c r o s s  is defined as 
a  p r o p i t i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s i n s  of all mankind: 

(~larist) Whom God hatfa set forth to be a 
propitiation ( i ~ a o ~ f i p ~ o v )  through faith i n  
his blood, t~ declare his righteousness for 
the remission of sins that are past, through 
the forbearance of God (Rorn. 3 : 25 )  . 

He i s  the propitiation for our sins (ihaap6s 
~ O T L V  X E ~ L  TLOV & p a p ~ ~ b v  :y^wv), and not for 
ours only,  but a2so for the sins of the whale 
world (1 John 2 ~ 2 ) .  

The Son cf man came not t o  be ministered 
unto, but to minister and t o  give h is  life 
a ransom for many ( A ~ T ~ O V  &VTC no;\X"wv) 
(Matt, 20 :28 ) ,  

28. T2e game i d e a  is expressed by the  compound 
I 

ncun &VT i ~ v ~ p o v  : i 
iFElezae is one God and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ JesusI who patsf 
himself a ransom for all, to be test5 f i e d  
in due time ( 2  Tim, 2 : 5 , 6 )  , 

29. The use  of t h e  verbs  dCbwu~, ~ a p a b i b w u ~ ,  .iL'3i;p, 
i n  t h e  a c t i v e  form when Gad i s  s a i d  t o  h a v ~  

de l ive red  H i s  Son, i n  t h e  pass ive  form when L e s t x ~  
i s  s a i d  t o  have been de l ive red ,  and i n  t h e  middle 
o r  r e f l e x i v e  form, when He i s  s a i d  t o  have o f f e r ~ c ?  
Himself an t h e  c r o s s ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  use sf t h e  
p repos i t ions  SnEp, nepC, and d v d ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  
C h r i s t ' s  s a c r i f i c e  a s  a v i c a r i o u s  s a t i s f e e t i o n  f o r  
all t h e  s i n s  of mankind. This  i s  confirecc? by t h e  

- 14 - 

30. Scr ip tu re  has many ways t o  s t a t e  t h e  same t r u t h .  
Whether i t  teaches  t h a t  through t h e  shedding 

of C h r i s t ' s  blood we have forg iveness  of our  s i n s  
(Heb. 9:22; Matt. 26:28; Eph. 1:7; 7:14),  o r  t h a t  
our  consciences have been p u r i f i e d  by H i s  blood 
(Heb. 9:14; 1 John 1 :7 ) ,  o r  t h a t  H e  purchased H i s  
church wi th  H i s  blood ( A c t s  2 0 : 2 8 ) ,  o r  t h a t  we a r e  
redeemed by H i s  blood (Eph. 1:7; 1 P e t .  l : l 8 ;  Rev. 
5:9) ,  e t c . ,  t h e  poin t  t h a t  the  Bib le  wants t o  make 
i s  t h a t  J e sus  C h r i s t ,  t r u e  God and man, ha s  through 
His obedience unto t h e  dea th  of t h e  cross a c t u a l l y  
and t o t a l l y  s a t i s f i e d  cod's  j u s t i c e  t h a t  requi red  
t h e  punishment of a l l  s i n n e r s ,  

31. This t r u t h  i s  most important f o r  t h e  Chris- 
t i a n ' s  c e r t i t u d e  of s a l v a t i ~ n .  The doc t r ine  

of s a l v a t i o n  depends on t h e  r i g h t  understanding 
of the consequences of J e s u s v  v i e a r i s u s  s a t i s f a c -  
t i o n .  Whosoever denies  t h i s  c e n t r a l  po in t  of 
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h  o r  m u t i l a t e s  Christ's v i c ~ r i s u s  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  by queet ioning one o r  t h e  o t h e r  of i ts  
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e f f e c t s  can by no means teach  t h e  b i b l i c a l  t r u t h  
concerning forg iveness  o r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  A I L  
e r r o r s  taught  sr be l ieved  i n  t h e  e x t e r n a l  Chris- 
t i a n i t y  concerning so te r io logy  a r e  d i r e c t  conse- 
quences of a  f a l s e  understanding of C h r i s t ' s  
p r i e s t l y  work, They all depr ive  men of t h e  t r u e  
knowledge of s a l v a t i o n  aad lead them on a  f a l s e  
x2y, on which s a l v a t i o n  ceases t o  be t h e  exc lus ive  
acrk of Chr i s t  and s i n n e r s  a r e  asked t o  cooperate  
w i ~ h  GsdVs grace ,  The r e s u l t  is  t h e  d e n i a l  of 
t h e  "sola g r a t i a "  and t h e  " s o i i  Deo g l o r i a "  agd 
t h ~  sss~rnption.  t h a t  c e r t i t u d e  of salvation t h rough  
f a i t h  i s  impossible.  

32 ,  To s t a t e  wi th  S c r i p t u r e  t h a t  t h e  sins of man- 
kind have been e f f e c t i v e l y  atoned f o r  and 

expiated by C h r i s t ' s  death on t h e  c ross  means t o  
say t h a t  they have o b j e c t i v e l y  l o s t  t h e  power t o  
accuse and condemn men, The cu r se  of t h e  Law, 
t h e  maledict ion and punishment requi red  by ~ o d ' s  
holy w i l l  a s  i t  i s  revealed i n  t h e  Law, having 
been endured by H i s  Son, God renounced e f f e c t i v e l y  
all H i s  j u s t  requirements,  and H i s  wrath was 
appeased. So, "a parte D e i "  C h r i s t ' s  v i c a r i o u s  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  brought f o r t h  a change i n  ~ o d ' s  
a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  world. H e  has been o b j e c t i v e l y  
reconci led  wi th  t h e  world through t h e  death of H i s  
Son, whether o r  no t  men be l i eve  i t .  To say t h a t  
God accepted what H i s  Son d id  on t h e  c r o s s  means 
p r e c i s e l y  t h a r  t h e  s i n s  of mankind l i e  no more be- 
tween men and. God as  a  condemning power. They 
have l o s t  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  r e q u i r e  men's condem- 
na t ion .  I n  o t h e r  words, God is o b j e c t i v e l y  recon- 
c i l e d ,  

33. This i s  no t  a theologoumenon nor  a pu re  log i -  
c a l  deduct ion cr assumption. It is  t h e  very 

tezxhing of S c r i p t u r e :  

God was in Christ, rec~nciling the w s r l d  
(kt6crltav ~a-rolXhdscrwv ) unto himelf,  no$ 
imputing their trespasses u n t s  them (yfi 
A O Y L ( ~ L ! E V O S  a 6 - r ~ ~ ~  T& x a p a n ~ 6 p ~ ~ a  & u ~ w v  1, 
and h a t h  c smi t t ed  unts us the word sf 
retr=snciliatisn (2 C o r ,  5 : $ 9 ) ,  

34, %enski i s  c o r r e c t  when he says t h a t  "eke 
i n s t a n t  Christ  d i e d  t h e  whole world  s f  s i n -  

n e r s  was changed ssmpJetely, It was now a world  
f o r  whose sin. atonement laad been made and rriicl lc.nger 
a world w i t h  unataned sins, , , H i s  atonement and 
the r:eckcpns"_ng are valid f o r  t h e  u r r ivers~  of men'' 
(Romans, p ,  353), B u t  he misses the p o i n t  when 
he declares tha t  "God needed no reconciliation, 
nothing t o  change him, f o r  God i s  love -- why 
should he change?, . . Wevex is it s a i d  t h a ~  w e  
o r  t h a t  Chr is t  r econc i l e  Gad, make h i m  thoroughly 
o t h e r .  H e  was never o r  needed to be made atklem" 
(op c i t , ,  p, 35%)- 'It should no t  be f o r g o t t e n  
t h a t  S c r i p t u r e  s p e a k s  i n  an anthropomorphic way,  
Considered "per se," God is  i m u t a b l e ;  B e  never 
changes and needs no change, It i s  also t r u e  tha t  
H e  i s  love and has al'14~ays been love ,  But H e  i s  
also a  r ighteous  God whose jus t ice  must be  sa t i s -  
f i e d .  When Scr ip-re  ssates tha t  God has been 
reconci led  by Chr i s t ' s  death,  i t  is  not  t o  mean 
t h a t  a change happened in H i s  hear t ,  t h a t  H i s  
juse ice  was changed in love, but  that H i s  j u s t i c e ,  
coexis t ing  w i t h  H i s  love ,  ceased t o  require men's 
condemnation, Paul says t ha t  God w a s  i n  Chr i s t ,  
recsnciEing the  world unto h imsel f ,  T h i s  means 
t h a t  since J e s u s g  death there i s  no more a l i ena -  
t i o n  betb7een God and men, noth ing  preventing the 
Lord from o f f e r i n g  then the forgiveness ~ n d  salva- 
tion wh.ich H e  ineended f o r  them in N i - s  love, W e  
may perhaps h e e i t a t e  t o  say t h a t  something changed 
i n  God, Searing t h a t  this could be a denial of h i s  
im2dtzbriSity; then w e  shotv1.d a t  least. s ta te  t ha t  
God's r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  i n  Ckristes death  mezns that 
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through this death men were pu t  i n  a s ta te  in 
which God ceased t o  cons ider  them as H i s  enemies, 
To interpret 2 Car, 5:19 in a durative way, as 
does Lenski, and contend tha t  t h e  r e c s n c i l i a t i o n  
witnessed t o  by Paul i s  a process which goes an 
%henever s i n n e r s  a r e  brsught  t o  f a i t h  glenski ,  
2 Cor., p. 1046) and t h a t  the  men whose tres- 
passes are not i q u t e d  a r e  ind iv idua l s  as far  as 
they are subj  e c t i v d y  reconci led  through f a l t h ,  
i s  to m i s s  t h e  po in t  and t o  fo rge t  t h a t  the  t w o  
present  pa r t i c i p l e s  ("reconciling t h e  world" and 
" X I C I L I  imputing t h e i r  tzresysass~s unEei them") are  
s u b o d i n a t e d  t&t the 1anperfec.i- ?'Gad W ~ S  i n  ~ h ~ i ~ t ~ ~  
W i t h  t h i s  iaperfect wGad was Pa Christ"' Pau l  can 
by no means refer t o  a csn t inusus  a c t  of God i n  
t h e  h i s to ry  of mnkind,  otherwise we should con- 
tend w i th  Pau l  t h a t  t h i s  a c t  has now ceased, t h a t  
s u b j e c t i v e  reconc i l i a t ion  had been d e f i n i t i v e l y  
accomplished a t  the  time when he m o t e  these words ,  
The kosm~s which Z-ias been reconciled wish God is 
the  whale world  o f  sinners ta whom the  s i n s  have 
ceased to be impu&ed a t  the very memeat when God 
acted i n  Chr is t  on Golgatha. And reconciliation 
having been abject ively  achieved, Paul's and aLI 
preachers' aission i s  t o  procZajlPl t h i s  r e c o n c i l i -  
a t i o n  i n  the Gospe l ,  

3 5 ,  It should be noted a l s o  that Pau l  p u t s  our 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  i n  direct r e l a t i o n  to Chr i s t ' s  

dea th ,  wi thout  mentioning our personal f a i t h ,  
when he states:: 

For id when we were enemies, we were reesn- 
c iEed  &o God by the dea th  of his Son, much 
more, b e i n g  resroncibed, we shaLd be saved 
by his 9 i f e  (Rome 5~10) 

h d  when he says 

We a l s o  j o y  in God $hrsezgr"a our L o r d  Jesus 
C h r i s t ,  by whanl we have now received the 
atonement ( 6 d  06 vhv wa~aXXay$v EhdYop~v)  
(Rsrn, 5 : l d ) ,  

he presents reconciliation as an objec t ive  g i f t  
which i s  presented to men and received by f a i t h .  
He  says also &Inat 

God,  sen0ing h i s  own Son in the l i keness  
sf sinful f lesh ancj f a r  s i n ,  c:ondemned sin 
i n  the f lesh  (Ron;, 8z.3) 

u s i n g  the h i s t o r i c a l  a o r i s t  Ka-6~ l;  if %., , w i l i i i ~  
refers to %;mag God has done when Christ d i e d  oli 

t h e  cross ,  

OBJECTIVE JUSTIFPCATION:  ---- --.----. -- 

3 6 ,  Confessing t he  abjectlive reconciPia.-t-.ioz of 
God is nothing else than stating $ha2 i n  

Christ's death all mankind has been o b j e c t i v e l y ,  
whe~her  men believe it or n o t ,  j u s t i f i e d ,  I f  o u r  
sfns hsve  bee^ atoned f s c  and -really ex?ia tzd ,  i f  
the verdict cf the law which cocdernns sicne:*s has 
been effectively abrc?gaked, t h i s  means positively 
t h a t  God has passed oo all - .na~lclnd e a senrence of 
grace, f org,iveness a d  a i : s o ~ u : i o ~ ~ .  T ! l ; r t  is w h a t  
Paul  means w h ~ n  he says  that the world hs,s be~11 
reconciled. i n  c h 2 t  their  trespasses werz no t  i.m- 
puted t o  them (2 Car. 5:19). O r  t o  say i: i~ a 
positive we;:: The whcle mankind has been objec- 
t i v e l y  j u s t i f i e d  by C c d ,  T h e r e f m e  the spc s t l e  
can w r i t e :  

~ h r i s t  was d e l i  r~exxx2 f g ~ ~  our offences, and 
was r z i s e d  a g a i n  fcr irpur j u s & i f i c ~ f : i c a ~  
(The Greek t ex t  says 6 ~ c  -ia napar*r&j~r?.rol t y a v  
.. . E La ~ q v  ~txn,L"ucre.~~ fillov, p l a c i n g  our  
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justification before Christ's resurrection 
and stating that this objective justifica- 
tion was the very cause of His resurrection.) 
(Worn, 4 ~ 2 5 ) ~  

37.  In Romans 5:12 f f . ,  P a u l  traces a pa ra l l e l  
between Adam and Christ, contending t h a t  as 

Adam brought  f o r t h  f o r  t h e  whole wor ld ,  th rough  
one sin; death and condemnation, so Christ through 
E l 2  single ac t  of justice obtained for t h e  same 
w c r l d ,  and t h a t  means f o r  ;ll men, j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
snd Iffez 

Therefore, a s  by t he  offence of one j ~ d g : ~ i c n t  
came upon ad$ men  ts ce;iriZenmatisn, ~ v e n  sa 
by the rigilteous~less c;f oae the free g i f t  
came upsn a l l  men unto j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of I i f c ,  
F o r  as b y  one man's disobedience many  were 
made sinners, ss by  the ;abedience of ssze 
shall many be made r i g h t e o u s  (Rom. 5:i8.19). 

3 8 .  I f  t h i s  parallel i s  i o  mean something, we have 
to give es C h r i s t ' s  vicarious satisktion t h e  

samc extent that we give t o  Adam's sin, and to teach 
universal. justification through Jesus' death as we 
teecl- universal condemation through Adam's sin. 

3 9 ,  The Lutheran Confessions do not articulate the 
doctrine of objective reconc i l i a t ion  and jus- 

tification as d i d  t h e  dogmaticians of Lutheran 
o r t f i o d o q .  They want to show how man i s  subjec-  
t ive ly  reconciled and justified, developing the 
b i b l i c a l  scteriology in oppos i t ion  to the Roman 
heresy and certain forms of error that had emerged 
in post-Reformation Lutheranism, And Lutbenan tl-r-- 
ology could probably ignore the concept of objec- 
tive reconciliation and justification, provided 
that it is clearly stated that forgiveness is a 
really existing blessing, which i s  objectix-ely 
offered in the Gospel, that it actually precedes 

faith, It should be clearly said that f a i t h ,  far 
from realizing forgiveness of sins, accepts it, 
Lutheran theology teaches that forgiveness is not 
a fruit o r  consequence of faith, but an actual 
gift of God presented in t h e  Gospel ts be believed 
and received by faith, That is what the Lutheran 
Confessions state, when they teach, for exaqle: 

The Gospel freely offers, for Christ's sake, 
to us who have been vanquished by sin and 
death, reconciliation, which is received not 
by works, but by faitk alone ("prcnrissio 
o f f e r t  nobis,,, gratis reconciliationem 
propter Christum, quae accipitur non operibus, 
sed sola fide") (Apology I V ,  44, Trigltotta 

Since however we are not justified by the Law 
(because no person can keep it), but receive, 
remission of sins and reconciliation ("sed 
remissionem peccatorum et reconciliationem . . ) by faith for Christ's sake, ... 
it follows necessarily that we are justified 
by faith in Christv' (Apology 111, 38, p. 167). 

40.  The Formula of ~ o n c k d  speaks of faith 

whereby the righteousness of Christ is imputed 
to us, whence we receive and have forgiveness 
of sins, reconciliation with God, sonship and 
heirship of eternal life ("unde remissionem 
peccatorum, reconiliationem cum Deo, adoptionem 
in filios Dei et hereditatem vitae aeternae 
consequimur") S .D. 111, 25,  p . 9 2 3 )  . Cf . also 
Triglotta 170 ,  61; 204, 176; 206,  183, 

41. The Formula of Concord witnessing to Christ's 
obedience, states that Me is our justice, a 

justice that is proclaimed by the Gospel to be 
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imputed ~o f a i t h  said received by it:  

Since i t  is t h e  obedience as above mentioned 
not  only of one n a t u r e ,  but s f  t h e  e n t i r e  
person,  i t  is  a complete s a t i s f a c t i o n  and 
exp ia t ion  f o r  the  human race ,  by which t h e  
e t e r n a l ,  immutable r ighteousness  of God, 
revealed i n  t h e  Law, has  been s a t i s f i e d ,  
and i s  thus  our  r ighteousness ,  which a v a i l s  
before  God and is revealed i n  t h e  Gospel, 
and upon which f a i t h  r e l i e s  before  God, which 
God imputes t o  f a i t h  ( " ~ a  obedient ia  e s t  i l l a  
n o s t r a  j u s t i t i a ,  quae coram Deo v a l e t  e t  i n  
evangel io r e v e l e t a  seu monstrata  nobis  es t " )  
(s.D. 111, 57, p .  9 3 5 ~  

42, This cannot be r i g h t l y  mders tood  without  t h e  
background of o b j e c t i v e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  So no one should say t h a t  t h i s  doc- 
t r i n e  r e f l e c t s  ans the r  theology of C h r i s t ' s  work 
than t h a t  which t h e  Lutheran Church confesses i n  
t h e  Book of Concord. 

4 3 .  It cannot be t h e  purpose of t h i s  paper t o  
p resen t  t h e  whole a n t i t h e s i s  t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e  

of C h r i s t ' s  v i ca r ious  s a t i s f a c t i o n  a s  i t  developed 
throughout t h e  c e n t u r i e s ,  from f a l s e  conceptions 
of H i s  work t o  a t o t a l  d e n i a l  of ' the redemption. 
Some i n d i c a t i o n s  should be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
t h a t  every a t t a c k  on t h i s  c e n t e r  of  t h e  Gospel 
jeopardizes  seve re ly  o r  completely t h e  c e r t i t u d e  
of s a l v a t i o n ,  

1) 
Satan:  (Origen (185-2541, Gregory of Myssa - 
c i r c a  394), and o t h e r  Church Fathers  of t h a t  per iod ,  

1109): r e f u t a t i o n  of t h e  aforementioned theory  i n  

h i s  "Cur Homo," bu t  den ia l  s f  t h e  s a t i s f y i n g  
v i r t u e  of C h r i s t ' s  active obedience, H e  t r i e d  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  was 
r a t i o n a l l y  necessary and expla inable ,  H e  does 
no t  cons ider  C h r i s t ' s  dea th  an atonement f o r  
t h e  s i n s  of mankind, but  a kind s f  p r i ce  H e  had 
t o  pay t o  safeguard Gad's honor. H e  ignores 
such c e n t r a l  t r u t h s  as exp ia t ion ,  Gad's wrath,  
curse and punishment, He defended a l s o  the  awk- 
ward idea  t h a t  Chr i s t  had t o  d i e  because a c e r t a i n  
number of men had %Q take t h e  place s f  t h e  f a l l e n  
angels .  

31 
abePard  (1099-1143). This theory which opposed 
Anselmes doc t r ine ,  i s  shared by many modern the-  
o logians .  C h r i s t ' s  dea th  has no a toning  va lue ,  
We died only t o  show men t h a t  nothing prevents  
God from fo rg iv ing  s i n s ,  provided they come t o  
H i m  wi th  a  repentant  h e a r t .  C h r i s t ' s  dea th  has 
a  c e r t a i n  inf luence  on t h e  l i f e  of t h e  b e l i e v e r s  
and b r ings  f o r t h  t h e i r  s u b j e c t i v e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
wi th  t h e  Lord, 

4)  Whereas Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) defends 
a  s a t i s f y i n g  d o c t r i n e  of C h r i s t P s  redeeming work, 
Beter  Lombard (lOQ?-1160) r e j e c t e d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
H i s  dea th  appeased God's wrath,  Duns Seotus 
(2651-1308) t r i e d  t o  f i n d  a  middle way between 
t h e  d o c t r i n e  of v i ca r ious  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and i t s  
den ia l .  He taught  t h a t  J e sus '  dea th  w a s  not  nec- 
e s sa ry ,  but  t h a t  God decided t o  accept  i t  as a 
s u f f i c i e n t  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  men" redemption, It 
is t h e  ("accep t i l a t i o s ' )  
which found Its way i n  t h a t  p a r t  of Cathol ic  scho- 
l a s t i c i s m  which is c a l l e d  nominalism, This  idea  
was e s p e c i a l l y  emphasized by one of t h e  l a t e s t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h i s  school ,  William Ockam 
(l300?-1347), whose d o c t r i n e  can be s u m a r i z e d  a s  
fol lows:  C h r i s t ' s  mer i t s  a r e  an element of H i s  
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t o  pay t o  safeguard Gad's honor. H e  ignores 
such c e n t r a l  t r u t h s  as exp ia t ion ,  Gad's wrath,  
curse and punishment, He defended a l s o  the  awk- 
ward idea  t h a t  Chr i s t  had t o  d i e  because a c e r t a i n  
number of men had %Q take t h e  place s f  t h e  f a l l e n  
angels .  

31 
abePard  (1099-1143). This theory which opposed 
Anselmes doc t r ine ,  i s  shared by many modern the-  
o logians .  C h r i s t ' s  dea th  has no a toning  va lue ,  
We died only t o  show men t h a t  nothing prevents  
God from fo rg iv ing  s i n s ,  provided they come t o  
H i m  wi th  a  repentant  h e a r t .  C h r i s t ' s  dea th  has 
a  c e r t a i n  inf luence  on t h e  l i f e  of t h e  b e l i e v e r s  
and b r ings  f o r t h  t h e i r  s u b j e c t i v e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
wi th  t h e  Lord, 

4)  Whereas Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) defends 
a  s a t i s f y i n g  d o c t r i n e  of C h r i s t P s  redeeming work, 
Beter  Lombard (lOQ?-1160) r e j e c t e d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  
H i s  dea th  appeased God's wrath,  Duns Seotus 
(2651-1308) t r i e d  t o  f i n d  a  middle way between 
t h e  d o c t r i n e  of v i ca r ious  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and i t s  
den ia l .  He taught  t h a t  J e sus '  dea th  w a s  not  nec- 
e s sa ry ,  but  t h a t  God decided t o  accept  i t  as a 
s u f f i c i e n t  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  men" redemption, It 
is t h e  ("accep t i l a t i o s ' )  
which found Its way i n  t h a t  p a r t  of Cathol ic  scho- 
l a s t i c i s m  which is c a l l e d  nominalism, This  idea  
was e s p e c i a l l y  emphasized by one of t h e  l a t e s t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h i s  school ,  William Ockam 
(l300?-1347), whose d o c t r i n e  can be s u m a r i z e d  a s  
fol lows:  C h r i s t ' s  mer i t s  a r e  an element of H i s  



heeman n a t u r e ,  They are f o r  t h a t  reason as much 
l imi t ed  as ~ U E % ~ ~ E P  nature can 'be, ''Per se8' His 
work of redemption could no t  redeem the  world, 
But God accepted i t  as s u f f i c i e n t ,  So the value 
of H i s  sacr i f ice  r e s t s  an God's will, It i s  not  
i n  i t s e l f  a means of s a l v a t i o n ,  but  became such 
because i t  pleased God t o  consider i t  as such,  
Furthermore God restricted -she v i r t u e  of C h r i s t ' s  
work t o  those whom he dec ided  $0 save ,  So 
Christ" s a c r i f i c e  is subord ina ted  t o  the  elec- 
t i o n ,  It is easy to understand why Luthe r ,  con- 
s tde rab ly  inf luenced by W e  Ocka~n, could not  over- 
come H i s  doubts u n t i l  he discovered t h e  t r u t h ,  
Christ's work being n o t  sufficient in itself, but 
only received a s  such by God f o r  t h e  sake of the  
elect, Luther was confronted with t h a t  o t h e r  
ques t ion:  Am 1 elected t o  e ternal  l i f e ?  In s t ead  
s f  moving from h i s  redemption and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  
h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  he had t o  go the o t h e r  way: t o  be 
assured of h i s  e l e c t i o n  and then t o  conclude that 
Chr i s t  was a l s o  H i s  Savior ,  Such a reasoning,  of 
course,  can only give b i r t h  t o  doubt and d e s p a i r ,  
H i s  f r i e n d  and confes s s r ,  John S taup i t z ,  had, i n  
times of great distress, to show him that if he 
wanted t o  be comforted and t o  overcome his doubts ,  
he should d s  t h e  contrary: go t o  Chr is t ,  look at 
H i m ,  accept  H i m  as h i s  Redeemer Fahose blood,  
according t o  the  Gospel, cleanses every believing 
s inner  f rom a l l  h i s  s ins ,  and then. conclude that  
he was, as ~od's c h i l d ,  e l e c t e d  $0 eternal  life 
and an he i r  of heavenly s a l v a t i o n ,  T h i s  example 
should be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  show how a genuine b i b l i -  
ca l  d s c t r i n e  of r e d e q t i s n  and r e c ~ n c i % i a t B ~ n  i s  
an indispensable  part of the ChrTstian c e r t i t u d e  
of sal-vat ion,  

5) On t h e  o the r  s i d e  w e  keve Calvin and 
many orthodox C a l v i n i s t s ,  who r e s t r i a  ~hrist's 
redeeming work ts t h e  e lecg .  According t o  the 
doc t r ine  of t h e  double p redes t ina t ion  (@'remina 

p raedes t fna t io s ' ) ,  God i n  H i s  e t e r n a l  and imta t ab le  
counci l  decided whom H e  would accept  unto s a l v a t i o n  
and %shorn He would in tend  t o  csndemnation9' ( 1ns t i . t ~ -  
t i a n  de l a  Rel igion Chret ienna,  111, 21, 7 1 ,  The 
Lord wanted t h e  f a l l  of man, i n  o rde r  to e s t a b l i s h  
and demonstrate both H i s  j u s t i c e  and H i s  love.  H i s  
J u s t i c e  i s  manifested by t h e  condemat ion  of those 
He decided before  t h e  foundation of t h e  world t o  
reprove,  and H i s  love  by those  We decided t o  save 
grac ious ly ,  The American Reformed theologian ,  
Louis Eel-khof, w r i t e s :  '$The Reformed p o s i t i o n  is. 
t h a t  Chr i s t  died f o r  t he  purpose of a c t u a l l y  and 
c e r t a i n l y  saving t h e  e l e c t ,  and t h e  e l e c t  on ly .  
This is  equiva lent  t o  saying t h a t  Re died f o r  t h e  
purpose of saving only those t o  whom He a c t u a l l y  
a p p l i e s  the b e n e f i t s  of His redemptive work" 
(Systematic Theology, p.  395). Berkhof t r i e s  then,  
through a f a l s e  exeges is  of t h e  b i b l i c a l  s ta tements  
t e s t i f y i n g  t o  un ive r sa l  grace  i n  C h r i s t ,  t o  show 
t h a t  t h i s  grace i s  intended only f o r  t h e  universe  
of t h e  e l e c t ,  t h e  t o t a l  number of those  whom God 
wants t o  save ,  This of course i s  a t e r r i b l e  d i s -  
t o r t i o n  of b i b l i c a l  t r u t h .  Here, too ,  nobody can 
r e l y  on t h e  o b j e c t i v e  p romises  of the Gospel and 
bu i ld  on C h r i s t ' s  a toning  dea th  t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of 
h i s  s a l v a t i o n .  Here, t ~ o ,  t h e  b e l i e v e r  has f i r s t  
t o  be convinced of h i s  e l e c t i o n  be fo re  he. can con- 
clude t h a t  C h r i s t  is h i s  Savior .  He has  no r i g h t  
t o  apply t o  himself what t h e  Gospel says  concerning 
Jesus '  work, unless  he is  in t ima te ly  convinced t h a t  
God wants h i s  s a l v a t i o n .  I f  I am not  elected by 
God unto e t e r n a l  s a l v a t i o n ,  C h r i s t  is  no t  my Savior 
and d i d  nothing f o r  m e .  That's t h e  Logical conse- 
quence of Calv in ' s  doc t r ine .  H e  f e l t  himself con- 
s t r a i n e d  t o  confess  : " ~ o r r i b i l e  d i c t u l  '" 

- Faustus Sseinus 
e f a t h e r s  of mod- 

ern r a t iona l i sm,  taught  t h a t  there is noth ing  l i k e  
a punishing j u s t i c e  of God requiring t h e  pena l ty  of 



heeman n a t u r e ,  They are f o r  t h a t  reason as much 
l imi t ed  as ~ U E % ~ ~ E P  nature can 'be, ''Per se8' His 
work of redemption could no t  redeem the  world, 
But God accepted i t  as s u f f i c i e n t ,  So the value 
of H i s  sacr i f ice  r e s t s  an God's will, It i s  not  
i n  i t s e l f  a means of s a l v a t i o n ,  but  became such 
because i t  pleased God t o  consider i t  as such,  
Furthermore God restricted -she v i r t u e  of C h r i s t ' s  
work t o  those whom he dec ided  $0 save ,  So 
Christ" s a c r i f i c e  is subord ina ted  t o  the  elec- 
t i o n ,  It is easy to understand why Luthe r ,  con- 
s tde rab ly  inf luenced by W e  Ocka~n, could not  over- 
come H i s  doubts u n t i l  he discovered t h e  t r u t h ,  
Christ's work being n o t  sufficient in itself, but 
only received a s  such by God f o r  t h e  sake of the  
elect, Luther was confronted with t h a t  o t h e r  
ques t ion:  Am 1 elected t o  e ternal  l i f e ?  In s t ead  
s f  moving from h i s  redemption and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  
h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  he had t o  go the o t h e r  way: t o  be 
assured of h i s  e l e c t i o n  and then t o  conclude that 
Chr i s t  was a l s o  H i s  Savior ,  Such a reasoning,  of 
course,  can only give b i r t h  t o  doubt and d e s p a i r ,  
H i s  f r i e n d  and confes s s r ,  John S taup i t z ,  had, i n  
times of great distress, to show him that if he 
wanted t o  be comforted and t o  overcome his doubts ,  
he should d s  t h e  contrary: go t o  Chr is t ,  look at 
H i m ,  accept  H i m  as h i s  Redeemer Fahose blood,  
according t o  the  Gospel, cleanses every believing 
s inner  f rom a l l  h i s  s ins ,  and then. conclude that  
he was, as ~od's c h i l d ,  e l e c t e d  $0 eternal  life 
and an he i r  of heavenly s a l v a t i o n ,  T h i s  example 
should be s u f f i c i e n t  t o  show how a genuine b i b l i -  
ca l  d s c t r i n e  of r e d e q t i s n  and r e c ~ n c i % i a t B ~ n  i s  
an indispensable  part of the ChrTstian c e r t i t u d e  
of sal-vat ion,  

5) On t h e  o the r  s i d e  w e  keve Calvin and 
many orthodox C a l v i n i s t s ,  who r e s t r i a  ~hrist's 
redeeming work ts t h e  e lecg .  According t o  the 
doc t r ine  of t h e  double p redes t ina t ion  (@'remina 

p raedes t fna t io s ' ) ,  God i n  H i s  e t e r n a l  and imta t ab le  
counci l  decided whom H e  would accept  unto s a l v a t i o n  
and %shorn He would in tend  t o  csndemnation9' ( 1ns t i . t ~ -  
t i a n  de l a  Rel igion Chret ienna,  111, 21, 7 1 ,  The 
Lord wanted t h e  f a l l  of man, i n  o rde r  to e s t a b l i s h  
and demonstrate both H i s  j u s t i c e  and H i s  love.  H i s  
J u s t i c e  i s  manifested by t h e  condemat ion  of those 
He decided before  t h e  foundation of t h e  world t o  
reprove,  and H i s  love  by those  We decided t o  save 
grac ious ly ,  The American Reformed theologian ,  
Louis Eel-khof, w r i t e s :  '$The Reformed p o s i t i o n  is. 
t h a t  Chr i s t  died f o r  t he  purpose of a c t u a l l y  and 
c e r t a i n l y  saving t h e  e l e c t ,  and t h e  e l e c t  on ly .  
This is  equiva lent  t o  saying t h a t  Re died f o r  t h e  
purpose of saving only those t o  whom He a c t u a l l y  
a p p l i e s  the b e n e f i t s  of His redemptive work" 
(Systematic Theology, p.  395). Berkhof t r i e s  then,  
through a f a l s e  exeges is  of t h e  b i b l i c a l  s ta tements  
t e s t i f y i n g  t o  un ive r sa l  grace  i n  C h r i s t ,  t o  show 
t h a t  t h i s  grace i s  intended only f o r  t h e  universe  
of t h e  e l e c t ,  t h e  t o t a l  number of those  whom God 
wants t o  save ,  This of course i s  a t e r r i b l e  d i s -  
t o r t i o n  of b i b l i c a l  t r u t h .  Here, too ,  nobody can 
r e l y  on t h e  o b j e c t i v e  p romises  of the Gospel and 
bu i ld  on C h r i s t ' s  a toning  dea th  t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of 
h i s  s a l v a t i o n .  Here, t ~ o ,  t h e  b e l i e v e r  has f i r s t  
t o  be convinced of h i s  e l e c t i o n  be fo re  he. can con- 
clude t h a t  C h r i s t  is h i s  Savior .  He has  no r i g h t  
t o  apply t o  himself what t h e  Gospel says  concerning 
Jesus '  work, unless  he is  in t ima te ly  convinced t h a t  
God wants h i s  s a l v a t i o n .  I f  I am not  elected by 
God unto e t e r n a l  s a l v a t i o n ,  C h r i s t  is  no t  my Savior 
and d i d  nothing f o r  m e .  That's t h e  Logical conse- 
quence of Calv in ' s  doc t r ine .  H e  f e l t  himself con- 
s t r a i n e d  t o  confess  : " ~ o r r i b i l e  d i c t u l  '" 

- Faustus Sseinus 
e f a t h e r s  of mod- 

ern r a t iona l i sm,  taught  t h a t  there is noth ing  l i k e  
a punishing j u s t i c e  of God requiring t h e  pena l ty  of 



the s i m e r .  God can fo rg ive  without  e q i a t f o n .  
Jesus saves men through H i s  example. Redemption 
is self-redemption through love  and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  
Albrecht R i t s c h l  (1822-1889), a l l  r a t i o n a l i s t s ,  
e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  demythologizers,  e t c . ,  t ake  up 
t h i s  heresy and teach  something l i k e :  C h r i s t ' s  
l i f e  and dea th  a r e  intended t o  r evea l  t o  us  God's 
f a t h e r l y  f e e l i n g s ,  t o  show us t h a t  we don ' t  have 
t o  f e a r  H%m (den ia l  of God's punishing j u s t i c e  and 
wra th) ,  bu t  t h a t  w e  can achieve s a l v a t i o n  through 
a s i n c e r e  " i m i t a t i o  C h r i s t i . "  The doc t r ine  of 
v i ca r ious  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  presented a s  a  bloody 
theology, unworthy of God's love.  Theodor Haring, 

Emil Brunner, Paul  Althaus and many o t h e r s  teach 
t h e  same wi th  some v a r i a n t s .  Others ,  l i k e  Hugo 
Grotius  (1538-1645) and the Arminians, deny t h e  
necess i ty  of t h e  atonement f o r  t h e  oppos i te  reason: 
H i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  was not  necessary ,  but  God decided 
t o  accept  H i s  dea th  a s  such a  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  He 

could have decided t o  save men without  i t ,  bu t  He 
wanted t o  d i sp lay  t h e  sacred  cha rac te r  of H i s  law, 
i n  order  t o  r e v e a l  H i s  j u s t i c e  a s  He governs t h e  
world. 

44. A l l  t hese  d o c t r i n e s ,  whatever t h e i r  pa r t i cu -  
l a r i t i e s  may be, jeopardize  t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of 

s a l v a t i o n ,  a s  soon a s  you maintain wi th  t h e  Holy 
S c r i p t u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a sovereign j u s t i c e  of 
God which r e q u i r e s  t h e  punishment of s i n .  Whether 

you deny v ica r ious  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  r e a l i t y  
of an atonement of s i n s  by C h r i s t ,  o r  l i m i t  i t  t o  a  
c e r t a i n  category of men, you cannot have t h e  con- 
v i c t i o n  and assurance t h a t  you a r e  OK wi th  God, t h a t  
Chr i s t  has  pu t  you e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  a  s t a t e  i n  which 
your s i n s  can no more condemn you, where you need 
j u s t  r e l y  on Chr i s t  through f a i t h  t o  have them 
e f f e c t i v e l y  and t o t a l l y  forgiven.  Even Rome, whose 
d o c t r i n e  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h a t  is ,  of s u b j e c t i v e  
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  is completely a n t i b i b l i c a l ,  a s  w e  
s h a l l  see i n  t h e  next chaper ,  r e t a i n s  i ts  o f f i c i a l  

d o c t r i n a l  formulat ion of ~hrist's work of redemp- 
t i o n  cont rary  to what S c r i p t u r e  clearPy teaches ,  
Bernard Bartmann w r i t e s  i n  h i s  Dogmatics: "BY 
C h r i s t ' s  redemptive ac t ,  t h i s  negat ive  r e l a t i o n  has 
been modified through a change i n  t h e  redeemed, n o t  
i n  God. God himself is i n  His essence,  as i n  K i s  
f e e l i n g s ,  immutably inc l ined  toward good and h o i i -  
nes s ,  a s  He h a t e s  e v i l  and i q i e t y ,  If man leaves  
t h e  sphere of impiety t o  e n t e r  t h a t  of ho l ines s ,  
God's love wraps him up, as h i s  own u n j u s t i c e  had 
wrapped him up before.  Man changes h i s  r e l a t i o n  
t o  God; God is  always t h e  same, as He e t e r n a l l y  
Loves good and h a t e s  e v i l "  (P r&c i s  de ~ h 6 o l o g i e  
Dogmatique, I, 438). "We a r e  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  re- 
deemed, but  no t  r e a l l y ,  a s  long a s  we, a s  members 
of H i s  myst ica l  body, a r e  not  through f a i t h  and 
repentance r e l a t e d  t o  the  obedience and t h e  love  
of our Head and do not  pa r t ake  H i s  fee l ings ' '  
(p. 439). Then he goes on t o  expla in  t h a t ,  i n  
o rde r  t o  be r e a l l y  redeemed, t h e  b e l i e v e r  has t o  
a s su re  himself aga ins t  God's punishments through 
s a t i s f y i n g  works ( g  , 440) , 

45. So t h e  Lutheran Church wi th  i t s  c l e a r  b i b l i -  
c a l  doc t r ine  of redemption f a c e s  t h e  Cathol ic  

Church, Calvinism and L~%era l i sm,  and has something 
very s p e c i f i c  t o  teach  on this t o p i c ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
a l s o  has  something very spec i f ic  t o  say about t h e  
c e r t i t u d e  sS redemption and r e c a n e i l i a t i o n ,  It i s  
our duty to apprec ia t e  t h i s  wonderful treasure t o  
i t s  r e a l  va lue ,  t o  keep i t  f a i t h f u l l y ,  renouncing 
every compromise, and t o  confess  i t  w i t h  z e a l  and 
joyo  

46. I th ink  t h e r e  i s  no theologian  i n  t h e  wor ld  
who could a s  well as Luther s e i z e  t h e  f u l l  

range, display a l l  t h e  marvelous b e n e f i t s  of C h r i s t ' s  
death and base  on i t  w i t h  a  v i c t o r i o u s  f a i t h  h i s  
c e r t i t u d e  of salvation.  To quote j u s t  one t e x t :  



the s i m e r .  God can fo rg ive  without  e q i a t f o n .  
Jesus saves men through H i s  example. Redemption 
is self-redemption through love  and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  
Albrecht R i t s c h l  (1822-1889), a l l  r a t i o n a l i s t s ,  
e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s ,  demythologizers,  e t c . ,  t ake  up 
t h i s  heresy and teach  something l i k e :  C h r i s t ' s  
l i f e  and dea th  a r e  intended t o  r evea l  t o  us  God's 
f a t h e r l y  f e e l i n g s ,  t o  show us t h a t  we don ' t  have 
t o  f e a r  H%m (den ia l  of God's punishing j u s t i c e  and 
wra th) ,  bu t  t h a t  w e  can achieve s a l v a t i o n  through 
a s i n c e r e  " i m i t a t i o  C h r i s t i . "  The doc t r ine  of 
v i ca r ious  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  presented a s  a  bloody 
theology, unworthy of God's love.  Theodor Haring, 

Emil Brunner, Paul  Althaus and many o t h e r s  teach 
t h e  same wi th  some v a r i a n t s .  Others ,  l i k e  Hugo 
Grotius  (1538-1645) and the Arminians, deny t h e  
necess i ty  of t h e  atonement f o r  t h e  oppos i te  reason: 
H i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  was not  necessary ,  but  God decided 
t o  accept  H i s  dea th  a s  such a  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  He 

could have decided t o  save men without  i t ,  bu t  He 
wanted t o  d i sp lay  t h e  sacred  cha rac te r  of H i s  law, 
i n  order  t o  r e v e a l  H i s  j u s t i c e  a s  He governs t h e  
world. 

44. A l l  t hese  d o c t r i n e s ,  whatever t h e i r  pa r t i cu -  
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s a l v a t i o n ,  a s  soon a s  you maintain wi th  t h e  Holy 
S c r i p t u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  is  a sovereign j u s t i c e  of 
God which r e q u i r e s  t h e  punishment of s i n .  Whether 

you deny v ica r ious  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  r e a l i t y  
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r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  is completely a n t i b i b l i c a l ,  a s  w e  
s h a l l  see i n  t h e  next chaper ,  r e t a i n s  i ts  o f f i c i a l  

d o c t r i n a l  formulat ion of ~hrist's work of redemp- 
t i o n  cont rary  to what S c r i p t u r e  clearPy teaches ,  
Bernard Bartmann w r i t e s  i n  h i s  Dogmatics: "BY 
C h r i s t ' s  redemptive ac t ,  t h i s  negat ive  r e l a t i o n  has 
been modified through a change i n  t h e  redeemed, n o t  
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t o  God; God is  always t h e  same, as He e t e r n a l l y  
Loves good and h a t e s  e v i l "  (P r&c i s  de ~ h 6 o l o g i e  
Dogmatique, I, 438). "We a r e  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  re- 
deemed, but  no t  r e a l l y ,  a s  long a s  we, a s  members 
of H i s  myst ica l  body, a r e  not  through f a i t h  and 
repentance r e l a t e d  t o  the  obedience and t h e  love  
of our Head and do not  pa r t ake  H i s  fee l ings ' '  
(p. 439). Then he goes on t o  expla in  t h a t ,  i n  
o rde r  t o  be r e a l l y  redeemed, t h e  b e l i e v e r  has t o  
a s su re  himself aga ins t  God's punishments through 
s a t i s f y i n g  works ( g  , 440) , 

45. So t h e  Lutheran Church wi th  i t s  c l e a r  b i b l i -  
c a l  doc t r ine  of redemption f a c e s  t h e  Cathol ic  

Church, Calvinism and L~%era l i sm,  and has something 
very s p e c i f i c  t o  teach  on this t o p i c ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
a l s o  has  something very spec i f ic  t o  say about t h e  
c e r t i t u d e  sS redemption and r e c a n e i l i a t i o n ,  It i s  
our duty to apprec ia t e  t h i s  wonderful treasure t o  
i t s  r e a l  va lue ,  t o  keep i t  f a i t h f u l l y ,  renouncing 
every compromise, and t o  confess  i t  w i t h  z e a l  and 
joyo  

46. I th ink  t h e r e  i s  no theologian  i n  t h e  wor ld  
who could a s  well as Luther s e i z e  t h e  f u l l  

range, display a l l  t h e  marvelous b e n e f i t s  of C h r i s t ' s  
death and base  on i t  w i t h  a  v i c t o r i o u s  f a i t h  h i s  
c e r t i t u d e  of salvation.  To quote j u s t  one t e x t :  



Therefore ,  when I fee l  i n  t h e  conscience t h e  
b i t e  of the  snake, because of t h e  s i n ,  I look  
a t  t h e  brazen  snake ,  C h r i s t  on t h e  c r o s s ,  
Here P f i n d  ano the r  sin a g a i n s t  my s i n  which 
accuses  me and wants t o  devour me, Th i s  o t h e r  
s i n  which is i n  t h e  f l e s h  s f  C h r i s t  and t a k e s  
m a y  t h e  s i n  of t h e  whole world,  i s  a lmighty ;  
i t  condemns and devours my s i n .  And s o  i s  my 
s i n ,  t h a t  i t  may no more accuse and condemn 
me, condemned by s i n  (~o rn ,  8 : 3 ) ,  t h a t ' s  by 
C h r i s t  c r u c i f i e d  "who h a s  been made t o  be s i n  
f a r  u s ,  t h a t  w e  might be made t h e  r i g h t e s u s -  
ne s s  of God i n  himrs (2  Cor . 5 : 2 1 )  . 1 f i n d  
dea th  i n  my f l e s h ,  a dea th  which s t r i k e s  and 
k i l l s  me, b u t  I have another  dea th  a g a i n s t  
my dea th ,  which i s  t h e  dea th  of my d e a t h ,  
which c r u c i f i e s  and devours  my dea th .  All 
t h i s  is n o t  done by t h e  Law o r  works, b u t  by 
C h r i s t  c r u c i f i e d ,  on whose shou lde r s  i s  t h e  
whole e v i l  of mankind, l a w ,  s i n ,  d e a t h ,  d e v i l ,  
h e l l ,  who a l l  d i e  i n  him, because he k i l l s  
them by h i s  dea th .  But we must g rasp  t h i s  
b e n e f i t  of C h r i s t  w i th  a s t r o n g  f a i t h ,  be- 
c a u s e . , ,  no th ing  else is  r eqb i r ed  from us  than  
f a i t h  which has t o  g r a sp  and t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
my sin. and my d e a t h  have been condemned and 
des t royed  i n  t h e  s i n  and d e a t h  of C h r i s t  
(commentary on t h e  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  G a l a t i a n s ,  
S a i n t  Louis  I X ,  216,217'). 

THE CERTITUDE OF PUSEMT GRACE AND JUSTIFICATION 

4 7 .  The c e r t i t u d e  s f  s a l v a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  t he  persona l  
assurance  of the r epen t an t  s i n n e r  t h a t  he  has 

found grace  be fo re  God and t h a t  all h i s  s i n s  are 
forgiven f o r  t h e  sake of C h r i s t ,  It i s  t h e  posses- 
s i o n  s f  tlte C h r i s t i a n  who c o ~ f e s s e s ,  concerning t h e  
Holy S p i r i t  r '\. ., i n  which C h r i s t i a n  Church K c  
d a i l y  and r i c h l y  f o r g i v e s  a l l  s i n s  t o  m e  and z l 1  
b e l i e v e r s "  (Small Catechism, 3 rd  A r t . ) .  H e  knows 
f o r  s u r e  t h a t  h i s  s i n s  can no mere condemn him, and 
t h i s  knowledge f i l l s  h i s  h e a r t  w i th  peace,  joy and 
hope, This  c e r t i t u d e  has  no th ing  t o  do w i th  pre -  
sumption, and S c r i p t u r e  i t s e l f  d e s c r i b e s  C h r i s t i a n s  
a s  people  who a r e  a s su red  of g r ace  and fo rg ivenes s :  

We know that we have passed from death unto 
l i f e  (1 John 3:14), 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through aur Lcxd Jesus Christ, 
by whom we also have access by f a i t h  i n t o  
this grace wherein we standp and rejoice i n  
hope of the glory of God (Rorn, 5 :_2,2) . 
Ye are a22 the children of Cod b y  faith in 
Christ Jesus ( G d ,  3 ~ 2 6 1 ,  

The Spirit i t s e l f  beareti5 witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God 
(Rome 8 ~ 1 6 )  , 
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4 This c e r t i t u 6 e  is such t h a t  on i t  the  a p o s t l e s  
base t h e i r  adnionitions to s a n c t i f i c a t i o n :  

Be ye k i n d  ane to another, tcnder-hearted, 
f o r g i v i n g  one another, evela a s  God far  Christ's 
sake h a t h  forgiven you (Eph, 4 : 32)  , (Cf also  
Col, 3:1-5;  T i t u s  2:%1-13; 1 John 3 : 2 , 3 ) ,  

T t  i s  wrought by t h e  Holy Ghsst and has no th ing  t o  
dc w i t h  t h e  f l e s h l y  . secur i ty  of h i m  who t h i n k s  h e  
i s  j u s t  be fo re  Gad through h i s  works and pe r sona l  
m e r i t s ,  

49 ,  Man has found grace  before God when h i s  s i n s  
no longer  separate him from t he  Lord, when 

they no more condemn him, because they  are no more 
imputed t o  him, To speak of p r e sen t  g race  and 
fo rg ivenes s  means t h e r e f o r e  t o  speak of j u s t i f i c a -  
t i o n ,  and h e r e ,  t oo ,  %he Lugheran Church has  ssme- 
th ing  wonderful and s p e c i f i c  ts say ,  We de f ine  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  by f a i t h  as the  grac ious  imputation 
t o  t h e  b e l i e v e r  s f  t h e  j u s t i c e  sf C h r i s t ,  o r ,  t o  
s ay  i t  i n  o t h e r  words, s f  the  gene ra l  sen tence  of 
a c q u i t t a l  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  tha t  God has passed 
sn t h e  whole world,  when H i s  Son redeemed i t  by 
shedding H i s  blood on t h e  c r o s s ,  

J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by Graeg 

50, Together w i t h  t h e  Dagmaticians s f  t h e  Lutheran 
Qrfihsdoxy w e  cons ide r  grace the "causa e f f i -  

cie.llrs j u s t i f  i c a t i o n i s  ," t h a t  i s ,  as t h a t  ~ g h i c h  moved 
Ga2 t o  o f f e r  us  fo rg ivenes s  and s a l v a t i o n  a s  a f ree  
g i f t .  By P'gracesP we t ranslate  t h e  Greek concept af 
~ d p ~ g ,  '~hrhich is f i r n l y  roo ted  i n  t h e  Old Testament In, 
Although it. may he re  and there mean "beallty," "loveJMw 
 lines^," ' ~ ~ a t i t p f d p , , ~ ~  " o f h r i n g , "  i n  t h e  "sedes 
doc t r inae"  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  it  always denotes  the 
unmerbted g race  sr mercy of God, what Dogmaties 

d e f i n e s  as t h e  " g r a t u i t u s  favor  Dei p r o p t e r  Chuis- 
turn." It p r e c i s e l y  d e f i n e s  t h e  meaning of t h e  
adverb " f r ee ly"  i n  Rome 3:23 .24 :   or a l l  have 
s inned and come s h o r t  of t h e  g lo ry  of God, be ing  
j u s t i f i e d  f r e e l y  by h i s  g r aee ,  through t h e  redemp- 
t i o n  t h a t  i s  i n  C h r i s t  Jesus9 ' ;  i t  is  opposed t o  
9 9 d e b t ' 9 n  Rom, 4:4: "Now t o  him t h a t  worketkl i s  
t h e  reward no t  reckoned of grace ,  bu t  of deb t , "  and 
t o  "workstP i n  Rom, l1:6:  "And i f  by grace ,  then  i t  
i s  no more of works, o therwise  g race  i s  no more 
grace .  But i f  i t  be of works, then  i t  i s  no more 
grace ,  o therwise  work i s  nu more work." When S c r i p -  
t u r e  says t h a t  man i s  " j u s t i f i e d  f r e e l y  by h i s  grace" 
(Rom, 3 : 2 4 ) ,  "for  by grace  are ye  saved through 
f a i t h ,  and t h a t  n o t  af you r sc lves ,  i t  i s  t h e  g i f t  
of God; n o t  of works, l e s t  any man should boas t9 '  
(Eph. 2 :8 .9 ) ,  " ~ h r i s t  i s  become of no e f f e c t  un to  
you, whosoever of you a r e  j u s t i f i e d  by t h e  law, 
ye  a r e  f a l l e n  from grace,"  (Gal. 5 , 4 ) ,  " t h a t  be ing  
j u s t i f i e d  by h i s  g r ace ,  w e  should be  made h e i r s  
according t o  t h e  hope of e t e r n a l  l i f e "  ( T i t u s  3 : 7 )  
-- when S c r i p t u r e  speaks t h i s  language, i t  wants 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  God, i n  j u s t i f y i n g  s i n n e r s ,  i s  
no t  moved Ey t h e i ~  efforts, t h c i r  d i g n i t y  and merits, 

,331 =hz2 " L ~ ~  do szhlt4--s ,c,, r i gh t eousnes s ,  bu t  
only by His l a v i n g  heart .  and i n f i n i t e  mercy, 

51. W e  reject  thzrefsre t he  Roar,an Ca tho l i c  d e f i n i -  
Cioa of j u s t i f y i n g  graee, accord ing  20 which 

"grace i s  a se;pernatuxa% g i f t  whTr,h God o f f e r s  u s  
because of t h e  m e r i t s  of C h r i s t  i n  view of our  
e t e r n a l  s a l v a t i o n "  (B .  Earlmaran, o p e  eft., 11, 151, 
o r  t o  quote  Ludwig O t t :  "Saving grace  i s  something 
s u p e r n a t u r a l  which God i n f u s e s  i n  t h e  soul"  
(Grundriss  d e r  Dogmatik, p .  2941, And t h e  Council  
of Tren t  s t a t e s :  ''If any one s a i t b ,  t h a t  men a r e  
j u s t i f i e d ,  e i t h e r  by t h e  so le  imputa t ion  of t h e  
justice of  C h r i s t ,  o r  by the  so l e  remission of s i n s ,  
to the exc lus ion  of t h e  grace  and t h e  c h a r i t y  which 
fs poured f o r t h  i n  t h e i r   heart^ by t h e  Holy Ghsst ,  
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j u s t i f i e d ,  e i t h e r  by t h e  so le  imputa t ion  of t h e  
justice of  C h r i s t ,  o r  by the  so l e  remission of s i n s ,  
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and is  inherent  i n  them; sr even t h a t  the  grace,  
whereby we a r e  j u s t i f i e d ,  i s  only  the favour of 
God, l e t  him be anathema" (Session VI, Canon PI) .  
Man has t o  prepare himself t o  receive  t h i s  grace: 
"If any one s a i t k ,  t h a t  man" f r e e  w i l l  moved and 
excited by God, by assent ing t o  God's exc i t ing  
and c a l l i n g ,  nowise cooperates towards disposing 
and preparing i t s e l f  f a r  obtaining the  grace of 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n , , , ,  l e t  him be anathema" (Sess ion  UP, 
Canon 4 1 ,  lt is  with the  help s f  this grace,  with 
t h i s  s u p e r n a t u r a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  t h a t  the  be l i ever  is  
asked t o  cooperate and thus t o  realize h i s  justifi- 
cation.  Such a concaept of "gratis infusa" a l lows  
Rome t o  introduce works i n  the p roces s  of j u s t i f i -  
ca t ion and t o  def ine  it  i n  a completely a n t i -  
s c r i p t u r a l  way, J u s t i f y i n g  grace o r  t h e  grace of 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  is  never infused i n  the  h e a r t  of men, 
It is  an a t t r i b u t e  of God which s t a y s  i n  H i s  h e a r t  
and moves H i m  t o  j u s t i f y  those who a r e  t o t a l l y  in-  
capable and unworthy of j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  

J u s t i f i c a t i o n  by Chr is t  

52, It is based on Chr i s t ' s  work of redemption, as 
w e  have seen i n  t h e  preceding chapter.  God, 

because of H i s  r$ghteousness, could no t  and would 
not  save s inners ,  had Jesus Chr is t  not  of fered a 
pe r fec t  and a l l - s u f f i c i e n t  s a c r i f i c e  f o r  the  s i n s  
of the  world, For t h i s  reason we confess t h a t  
~ h r i s t ' s  obedience i s  t h e  "causa mer i to r i a  j u s t i f i -  
ca t ionis ."  Therefore man is s a i d  t o  be j u s t i f i e d  
"through t h e  redemption t h a t  is  i n  Chr is t  Jesus,  
whom God hath  s e t  f o r t h  t o  be a p r o p i t i a t i o n  through 
f a i t h  i n  h i s  blood" (Rom. 3 : 2 4 . 2 5 ) ,  "by h i s  blood" 
(Rom. 5 : 9 ) ,  "by Christ"  (Gal, 2:17), 

53. There is  s t i l l  a very important ques t i on  t h a t  
needs t o  be answered, i f  w e  want t o  speak about 

t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  It i s  the  question: 
What i s  i n  f ac t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ?  What happens when 
God j u s t i f i e s  a s i n n e r ?  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  a f o r e n s i c  
o r  j u d i c i a l  a c t  by which God d e c l a r e s  the  unr igh teous  
j u s t .  A p h i l o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  of t h e  Hebrew and Greek 
verbs rendered i n  the  Engl i sh  language by "to j u s t i -  
fy"  ( ~ L N O ~ L ~ W ,  and >-IF i n  t h e  f i i p h i l )  makes t h i s  very I 
c l e a r .  The Hiph i l  j i* r means l i t e r a l l y  t o  d e c l a r e  
t h a t  something o r  somebne is  i n  agreement w i t h  t h e  
requirements of the Paw, be t h i s  l a w  human ax- dsvine 
(Ex .  2 3 ~ 7 ;  D ~ u t .  25~1; Prov. 17:15; I s a i a h  5:23). 
Most of these passages c o n t r a s t  " to  j u s t i f y "  w i t h  
1 P t o  condemn," a f a c t  which proves t h a t  both words  

belong t o  the  j u d i c i a l  terminology. The use of 
6 ~ ~ a i d w  i n  the Eew Testament confirms this f a c t  
(Matt. 1 2 ~ 3 7 ;  Luke 7:29; Rom. 3 ~ 4 ) .  I n  t h e o l o g i c a l  
language ~ L ~ N L ~ W  asserts t h a t  t h e  requirements of 
t h e  Law as a cond i t i on  of l i f e  are f u l f i l l e d  con- 
cern ing  a spec i f ic  i n d i v i d u a l :  

Through this man (Jesus C h r i s t )  is preached 
unto you the foirg.iveness of sins, and by 
h i m  a11 t h a t  believe are j u s t i f i e d  from a42 
things from w h i c h  ye could not be j u s t f  f i e d  
b y  &he Law of Mases (Acts 13  : 38.39) , 

5 4 ,  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  (S twadwa~s)  i s  therefore the act 
by which God acquits a man, declares h i m  In  

agreemene w i t h  H i s  Law, innocent and r i gh t eous .  
Such a man possesses t h u s  t h e  jus t ice  of God, t h a t  
which. aflows him t o  s t a y  before h i s  Creator and 
Judge,  

55. To j u s t i f y  means t o  forgive ,  which meaning 
a l s o  shows the  fo rens ic  chzracter of j u s t i f i -  

cat ion.  In f ac t ,  t o  forgive  s i n s  mezns, "a par te  Dei," 
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t o  cover them o r  not  t o  impute them: 

Even as David also describes the blessedness 
o f  the man unto whom God imputeth righteous- 
ness without works, saying, Blessed are they 
whose iniquit ies  are forgiven, and whose sins 
are covered. Blessed i s  the man t o  whom the 
Lord w i l l  not impute sin (Rorn, 4 ~ 6 - 8 ) .  

56. I n  t h i s  very  important s tatement  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
is i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  forg iveness  of s i n s ,  and 

imputat ion of j u s t i c e  i s  equated with non-imputation 
of s i n s .  This a l s o  holds t r u e  wi th  t h e  above- 
mentioned t e x t  of Acts 13:38.39, and wi th  Rom. 
5:18.19: 

Therefore, as by the offence o f  one judgment 
came upon a l l  men t o  condemnation, even so 
by the righteousness o f  one the free g i f t  
came upon al l  men unto just i f icat ion o f  
l i f e .  For as by one man's disobedience many 
were made sinners, so b y  the obedience o f  
one shall many be made righteous, 

57. Forgiveness and j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  o r  non-imputation 
of s i n s  and imputation of C h r i s t ' s  j u s t i c e  a r e  

t h e  two aspec t s  ( t h e  one being negat ive  and t h e  
o t h e r  pos i t ive )  of t h e  same a c t  of God. This  makes 
c l e a r  t h a t  forg iveness  i s  n o t ,  a s  Rome contends,  t h e  
suppression and a b o l i t i o n  of s i n s ,  but  s o l e l y  t h e i r  
caver ing ,  S lns  remain i n  t h e  h e a r t  and l i f e  of t h e  
j u s t i f i e d ,  bu t  a r e  no more imputed, which means t h a t  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  is no t  t h e  i n t e r n a l  change o r  renewal 
of t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  but  t h e  imputat ion t o  him of 
C h r i s t ' s  j u s t i c e  which t a k e s  p l a c e  by f a i t h ,  without  
works : 

I f  Abraham were j u s t i f i e d  By  works, he ha th  
whereof to g l o r y ,  but not before God,  For 
what s a i  th the Scr ip ture?  Abraham believed 

God, and it w a s  counked unto h i m  far r i g h t -  
eousness. Nsw ts h i m  t h z t  worketh is the 
reward  not reckoned of g r a c e ,  but a f  debt, 
But to him that wosketh not ,  b u t  be%ieve%h 
on h i m  that justifieth the ungodly, his 
fai th is counted for rPghtesaasness, Even 
as David also describeizh the baessedness a% 
the man unto wh~m Gsd imputeth righteousness 
without works ('Rom. 4 :2-6) 

58. Luther rendered t h e  Greek verb d ~ n a ~ d w  with 
"gerecht machen. " In  Luther ' s  language t h i s  

cou ld  mean nothing else than " to  j u s t i f y ,  t o  de- 
c la re  r ighteous ,"  j u s t  as "schlecht  machen" means 
"to dec la re  bad." Whether W i l l i a m  Beck i n  h i s  
"An American Trans la t ion"  meant the same when h e  
used the  verb "to make r igh teous , "  is a q u w t i s n  
I cannot answer here, I should t h e r e f o r e  read 
again and c a r e f u l l y  analyze h i s  a r t i c l e  on 6 ~ n a ~ B w  
which was published i n  Chr i s t i an  News some months 
ago. I am sure  I could no t  without  severe restr ic-  
t i o n s  subscr ibe  t o  all t h a t  i s  s a i d  there, The 
l e a s t  I would say is  tha t  a Lutheran t r a n s l a t i o n  
of the  Bib le  should avoid every word t h a t  could be 
mis in t e rp re t ed  and use t h e  clearest terminology 
p o s s i b l e .  Justification by imputa t ion  alone, with- 
out and before k h e  internal  .r;rer.,ew;kl o f  t h e  sinner 
i s  too  precious a pear l  t o  be gi.sen up a r  even 
stated i n  a misleading way, and no compromise i s  
p o s s i b l e  I on t h i s  p o i n t ,  

59. The Lutheran Confessions teach on the  one hand 
that man i s  j u s t i f i e d  by faith without the  

t ~ s r k s  a% the Law: 

Now Pae w i l l  show t h a t  fai-%kr and nothing ease 
jus t i f i e s .  Here, in the f i rs t  p l a c e ,  readers  
musk be admanishe? of t h i s ,  that j u s t  a s  it 
i s  nec9sszry t o  maintain this sentence: 
C h r i s t  2s Mediatorp ss it is necessary to 
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mis in t e rp re t ed  and use t h e  clearest terminology 
p o s s i b l e .  Justification by imputa t ion  alone, with- 
out and before k h e  internal  .r;rer.,ew;kl o f  t h e  sinner 
i s  too  precious a pear l  t o  be gi.sen up a r  even 
stated i n  a misleading way, and no compromise i s  
p o s s i b l e  I on t h i s  p o i n t ,  

59. The Lutheran Confessions teach on the  one hand 
that man i s  j u s t i f i e d  by faith without the  

t ~ s r k s  a% the Law: 

Now Pae w i l l  show t h a t  fai-%kr and nothing ease 
jus t i f i e s .  Here, in the f i rs t  p l a c e ,  readers  
musk be admanishe? of t h i s ,  that j u s t  a s  it 
i s  nec9sszry t o  maintain this sentence: 
C h r i s t  2s Mediatorp ss it is necessary to 



fTfc 2rtd $hi c && j u s t i f i e s ,  w i t h a u t  wcrks 
(ii,wdegy, IV, 64, Tr ig%ot?a ,  p ,  $4$), 

6 0 0  They r e j e c t  ehe Roman Cacholic d o c t r i n e  of $he 
" f ides  c a r i t a t e  forsnata, '"he fa l se  teaching 

according t o  which f a i t h  j u s t i f i e s  as f a r  as i t  i s  
formed by love  and r e c e i v e s  from love i t s  j u s t i f y -  
ing  power (Apology I V ,  p ,  %41), and main ta in  t h a t  
the use of the "gar t iculae  excltrsivae" is nEces- 
s a r y  ( l , c . ) .  They a l s o  i d e n t i f y  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and 
remission of s i n s :  

T o  a t t a i n  the r e m i s s i o n  of sins is &o be 
j u s t i f i e d ,  accordf  lag ta Ps , 32 :1 (Apology 
rv, ~ 4 3 ) ~  

61, They a r e  a l s o  very  c l e a r  when they  s t a t e  t h a t  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  is t h e  imputat ion of C h r i s t ' s  

j u s t i c e  which a lone  makes us  r i gh t eous  be fo re  Gad: 

Accord ingIy ,  we believe, teach and c o n f e s s  
that our righteousness before God i s  t h i s  
v e r y  t h i n g ,  t h a t  God forgives us our s i n s  
 eat of pure g r a c e ,  wi tdt l~ut  any wo.rk, merit 
c2- warthiness o f  ours preceding, present or 
E~Zlowing, t h a t  hPe p r e s e n t s  and i m p u t e s  to 
u s  the  righteousness s f  Christ's obedience, 
sn accsunt  o f  which r i g h t e s u s n e s s  we a r e  
receitred into grace b y  Gad and r e g a r d e d  a s  
r i rh teous  (FsrmuEa QE Concord, E p i  tame IPJ, 
4, T r i g l o t e a  p ,  7 9 3 ) -  

6a7e bedieve, teach a;znd confess t h a t  ac~er .d ia%y 
tc the usage sf Ii'sly S c r i p t u r e  the ward 
" j u s t i f y "  means i n  this art icle  -ks abxa l ve ,  
t h a t  is, to dee2are free from sins ($,c,&, 

62, 1% i s  t r u e  t h a t  the  sften speaks of 
r egene ra t i on  and v i v i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  a r t i c le  

o f , j u s t F f i c a t i o n .  men i t  does so ,  i t  i d e n t i f i e s  

r egene ra t i on  o r  ~~ i . r r i fbca t i c?s ,  a12d j u s t i f i c a t i a r :  and 
does  no t  employ these wor6s i n  t he  usual %cider sense 
of renewal and s a n c t i f i c a t  i on  ( I r i g l o t ~ a ,  p. 732). 

63 ,  f n  oppos i t i on  t o  Moly Scri~tilwe, R o ~ ~ e  teaches 
t h a t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  i s  t h ~  g radua% resu l t  of  

coopera t ion  between God and %he sinner, With t h e  
he lp  of the  infused grace, man i s  r equ i r ed  and ab le  
t o  r e a i i z ~  it, This  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  no t  on ly  i s  f o r -  
giveness  of s i n s  o r  t h e  i m p u t a t i o n  of Christ's 
r i gh t eousnes s ,  bu t  a l s o  is  achieved by forg iveness  
and s a n s t i f i c a t i o n .  The Counc i l  of T r e n t  declares: --- 
"If anyone s a i t h ,  t h a t  by f a i t h  a lone  t h e  inpious 
i s  j u s t i f i e d ,  i n  such wise as t o  mean t h a t  n o t h i n g  
else i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  cooperate  f r r  o rde r  t o  t h e  ob- 
t a i n i n g  the grace  of j u s t i f i e ~ t i o ~ ,  and t h a t  It i s  
n o t  i n  any way n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  he be  p repared  and 
disposed by the  movement of h i s  own will, Let him 
be  anathema" (Session V I ,  Canon 9 ) .  "If  a n p n e  
s a i t h  t h a t  i t  is by Chr i s t "  j u s t i c e  i t s e l f  t h a t  
men are formal ly  j u s t ,  P e t  him be anathemaDB 
(Canon 1 0 ) .  "If  anyone saitln that: men a r e  j u s t i f i e d .  
e i t h e r  by t h e  s o l e  i m p u t a t i o n  of the  j u s t i c e  sf 
C h r i s t ,  o r  by t h e  sa le  remiss ion  s f  s i n s ,  t o  t h e  
exclusion of t h e  grace and the c h a r i t y  which i s  
poured f o r t h  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s  by the Moly Ghost, and 
is  i n h e r e n t  i n  them, o r  even t h a t  t h e  g race  whereby 
r e  are j u s t i f i e d  is only t h e  favour  s f  Gad, L e t  h i m  
!)P anathemag' (Canon 111, '"Lf anyone s a i t h  that the 
j u s t i c e  recel".ved is  n o t  p r e s e ~ ~ v e d  and also incressed 
before  God through good ~ra rk~s ,  bu t  t h a t  the  s a i d  
works are merely the  f r u i t s  aad signs of j u s t i f i c a -  
x ion  ob t a ined ,  bu t  not  a cause of the increase  
theresf,  l e t  him b e  anathemaTE (canon 2 4 ) -  O r ,  tc 
quo t e  B e  Bartmann: "Justificati.ona c o n s i s t s  no t  
only i n  t h e  remission sf  sins, bu t  a l s o  i n  a t r u e  
i n t e rna l  renewal and sanc t i f i ca t ion"  ((Pr&cis d e  
Th&oPogie Dogmatique 11, 951, T h i s  means, in o t h e r  
words,  that man i s  j u s t i f i e d  by f a i t h  and works, - 
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~ ~ d ~ s  grace manifested i n  Jesus Christ and i i ccep ted  
by f a i t h  i s  no t  the only foundation sf justifica-- 
t i o n  and salvacisn, bu t  t h i s  justification rests 
both sn whae God has done and csntinues t o  do and 
sn whae man i s  requi red  t o  d o ,  

6 4 .  The Romar?, Ca t i~o l i c  Chureka is eherefuxe e r a t i u e l y  
consis"ilnt when It ecjatends t i a a~  'hoBcdy can ,  

withozlC a divine  revelation, be eesured by f a i t h  
4 a t b ~ ~  ne as i n  a state a f  grace, and so nobody h a s  

ti; heel.i~ve thCt3 '  (B, Sarlrmanr:, 11, p, . "lf 
a,ayuDe sa-j-i~_h t%la!: it 2s ..;:-pceszzry f a r  e v e l y ~ ~ r : ~ ,  f p l  

t h e  .)'lit2in4 t i% efre ~ ~ > m % s s i . o ~ i  o f  5 ;$is, tha t  be 413;~- - s . . 
j _lea: f i l r  ce: t sbn  an2 w t t k  03.31: Z S ~  ~ ? ~ 3 1 ~ 7 e y - j  -rig, z r  XSLZL 
; rcIr a * I--JS O L ~  infirmjty and d % $ j  o s i t i c - c ,  t h a t  h i s  
.- p" , ?re forgi i icn E i m ,  I-?:: ! I ~ P ,  2e alm~the~-a" fljf;ar;zn 
3 ..he scla_s is s tiseal dC'rta-l - a  ox #- cert%"td.c;. c f  

s a h a t % o n ,  k c e r t i t : d e  oi: sa9 vation which rc-sts, 
es l i t t l e  as i t  may, en huma-Q wsrks and merit$, i s  
ari irnpossibi%it :y,  2 4 ~  believe; can the r e f  ore, evez 
at t he  very moment l i " ; f r 2 ~  ke d ies ,  rest e n t i r e l y  ctn 
Jesus and H i s  sacr i f  %c? 2 r ~ d  confess ~ 4 t h  3ss:lrance: 
A 1 1  nay s i n s  are forgiven, 1 aa whol ly  cleacses2. i a  
Jesus' b lasd  and s h a l l  therefore  be saved, We 
kr ; r~ws  hat he ~ 5 2 1  3 3 ~  s t a y  i f - i  p u ~ g a t o r y  2nd 
er,dure a ca,rc;.?dn. amrsun& i ~ f  tempor21 punishments 
for s i n s  fsrr which he has no2 s a t i s f i e d  dlrr.ing h i s  
l i f e ,  EVFII a csnternhPsrary C a ~ h o l i  c caizechisa like 
Rey-Merrn~~ % ""To Believe, '' pl-bblished in 1.3 77, 
changes n o t  a s l ~ - ~ g l e  i o t a  in t h i s  d s c t r j n e ,  T h i s  
i s  the t e r r ib le  ""l.rhsns~rt-1~~~ -4"ncesti tudin-ls ' i  Lo c5e-c 
< .  

f iaa ?a f i g 5 t  against during h i s  whole l i f e ,  J u s t  
~ 7 2  Text $9 i l .PusSrate t h i s  ",%Tl~en x e  were ms>nks, 
we go% ~ c t h i n g  through o u r  mor~ificstisn, becagse 
we were not  ready to a d m i t  o u r  sins and i ~ ~ p i e t p ;  
we knew noth ing  a b s u t  o r i g i n a l  s i n  and d i d n ' t  
mders tand $laat i ~ n b e l i e f  coo w a s  a s in ,  Mare f-harl. 
t h a t ,  we believed and t a u g h t  that we had t o  d o u b t  
God's grace and mercy, The more we ran an2 wan-t:rsd 
t o  f i n d  Chr i s t ,  Che more Be turned away fro3 u s ,  

r&l~n I had carfess~crl and c e l e b ? - ~ t e d  the mass 1 
csuldn' t f i r id  peace of heal- t , 17;deeci cdns::iewee 
earlnot f in .  t r u e  and s u r e  i c m i ~ r ~  in i ~ n r k s  <V2 I T 9  
4 & 7 ) ,  
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~"l o: .J Gospc~_c ; for &his mus t  be appli ed an<;" 
a p p ~ ~ o p r i a t e d  to us by f a i t h ,  if we a r e  to be 
j u s t i f i e d  thereby (I?,@,, S , D ,  P I X ,  1 3 ,  
Triglotta p, 9 2 9 ) -  

66 ,  The Apology of t h e  Augsburg Confession s ta tes  --- 
i n  t h e  same way: 

Faith saves because it apprehends mercy or 
the promise of grace, even though our woz.h-s 
are unworthy,, . Mot t h a t  faith h e l p s  because 
of i t s  worth, but because it trusts in Gudfs 
gi;s-cmises and mercy (Apology Sad, ITrigZotta 
p, 215). 

6 9 ,  Therefore  S c r i p t u r e  s t a t e s  t h a t  man i s  j u s t i -  
f i e d  6 ~ a  T C ~ ~ T L V  (because of f a i t h ,  on t h e  b a s i s  

of f ~ i t h ) ,  To s ay  t h a t  man i s  j u s t i f i e d  by f a i t h  
means t o  s ay  t h a t  he is  j u s t i f i e d  by J e s u s  C h r i s t  
whose m e r i t s  and j u s t i c e  he a p p r o p r i a t e s  by f a i t h ,  
F a i t h  i n  i t s e l f  has  no j u s t i f y i n g  power; i t  j u s t i -  
f i e s  on ly  through i t s  o b j e c t ,  through C h r i s t  J e s u s  
who by f a i t h  becomes my pe r sona l  Redeemer, 

F~rmuj-a  of Concord: ----- 

We b~lleve, teach and confess t h a t  fa i th  alone 
4s t h ~  means and instrument whereby we day 
h s Z d  sf Ch.rist, and thus in Christ of t h e  
zighteousness r%.hich zvzi  2 s  before Gcd I'or 
tii~~sl~s~ sak~ t h i s  faitfa is impueed t7s itF far  
r ig l~teousnezs ,  Wsrm7, 4 : s  ('F ,G, , Epiton.te _T64, 
5 ,  ~ r i g 2 o t t r  p ,  74.38, 

68. Alhc8ugh f a i t h  i s  never a l o n e ,  b u t  alt-ays pro- 
duces God p l e a s i n g  works, it j u s t i f i e s  a lone ,  

a s  t h e  dogm~ticians used t o  say: "Fldfts rkunquan 
s o l a ,  sed j s r s t i f i c a t  ss la I "  Although t h e  works are 
always p r e s e n t  w i t h  j u s t i f y i n g  f a i t h ,  their very 

presence i s  n o t  r equ i r ed  f o r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  Luther 
went even so f a r  t o  s a y  t h a t  f a i t h  cannot j u s t i f y  
"nisi sit sine ullis e t iam m i n i m i s  oper ibus"  
( ' "dess  it is withhiat works, even t h e  snaallesteH8:! 
F a i t h  j u s t i f i e s  n o t  because i t  b r i n g s  f o r t h  love 
and good works, bu t  because it apprehends Jesus 
C h r i s t ,  The Lutheran Church had t o  reject  i n  the 
Formula of Concord t h e  e r r o r  of Gearg Major arid 
even P h i l i p  Melanchthon who s t a t e d  t h e  c o n t r a r y  
and a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  presence  of works w a s  neces- 
sary  f a r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and s a l v a t i o n ,  I n  his com- 
mentary on t h e  E p i s t l e  to the Romans, t h e  young 
Luther  s t a t ed  i n  3_515/15%6 t h a t  tkae C h r i s t i a n  i s  
"sirnul j u s t u s  e t  pecca tor"  ( " a t  t h e  same t i m e  
r i gh t eous  and s i n n e r " ) ,  h wonderful fowmulati.ssn. 
H e  i s  s i n n e r  " i n t r i n s e c e , "  i n  h i m s e l f ,  accord ing  t o  
h i s  be ing ,  and r i g h t e o u s  " r x t r i n s e c e , "  "per r e p u t a -  
tionem," "per imputationem," "per  justitiam alienam," 
t h a t  is  cons idered  from o u t s i d e ,  th rough  a f o r e i g n  
j u s t i c e ,  t h e  j u s t i c e  of C h r i s t  which i s  imputed  t@ 
him by f a i t h .  

The Assurance sf J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

69. S ince  C h r i s t ' s  j u s t i c e  is  per fec t ,  f a r  t h e  sins 
of all men are totally atoned for, and s i n c e  

f a i t h  j u s t i f i e s  on ly  as a means and instrument,  i t  
follows t h a t  the repentant and believing sinner can 
hrve the  j o y f u l  a s su rance  that  he i s  e n t i r e l y  j u s t i -  
f i e d .  The consequence of the "simul j u s ~ u s  et 
pecea tor"  i s  the  " to tu s  j u s t u s  rt peccator." The 
Tautheran doc t r ine  sa feguards  t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of present  
crate and j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  Its effect  i s  t h e  exact  
cont rary  of wha t  Rome eeaches ,  Some s t a t emen t s  ef 
the  1,uther;an C o n f e s s i ~ n s  will i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s : :  

T h e  iqpzlttatisra. of the rig.&tee~usness of the 
Gaspel is f r o m  &he pssmlse ;  therefore -it is 
a l w a y s  received by f a i t h ,  and d t  a lways  must: 
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be regarded certain that by faith we a r e ,  
far C k f r i s k ' s  s a k e ,  a c c o u n t e d  r i g h t e o u s ,  .If 
the r e g e n e r a t e  o u g h t  afterwards to think 
t h a t  t h e y  wi19  be a c c e p t e d  sn account of the 
f u l f i l l i n g  o f  the Law, when wou2d conscience 
be c e r t a i n  t h a t  it p l e a s e d  God,  since we 
n e v e r  s a t i s f y  the Law? (Apology ZIP, 4 3 ,  
T r i g l s t t a  p s  1 6 9 )  

F a i t h  alone, which looks upon the pronlise and 
knows t h a t  ibr th is  r e a s o n  it m u s t  be r e g a r d e d  
a s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  God f o r g i v e s ,  b e c a u s e  Chris t  
h a s  not d i e d  i n  v a i n ,  e t c , ,  svercc;mes the 
terrors o f  sin and d e a t h  ( A p o l o g y ,  T r i g l o k t a ,  
p ,  1 6 3 ) .  

W e  believe, teach and confess a l s o  that n o t -  
w i t h s t a n d i n g  the f a c t  t h a t  many w e a k n e s s e s  
and d e f e c t s  c l i n g  t o  the t r u e  believers and 
t r u L y  r e g e n e r a t e ,  e v e n  t o  the grace ,  still 
t h e y  mus t  not on t h a t  account doubt  either 
their r i g h t e o u s n e s s  which h a s  b e e n  imputed  
t o  t h e m  b y  f a i t h ,  ar the saZvat ion o f  their 
sou2s, b u t  must  r e g a r d  it a s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  
far E"1~r.istBs s a k e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t-o the promise 
am2 i m ~ ~ v a b l e  Word o f  the hoE y Gospe l  , they 

a g r a c i s u s  @ad ( F  , C a r  tome % I T ,  6, 
T r i g l o t t a ,  p ,  793 s , ) ,  

The Denial of J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

70 .  The Roman Ca tho l i c  Church n o t  on ly  makes the 
c e r t i t u d e  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  imposs ib le ,  bu t  

o f f i c i a l l y  r e j e c t s  i t  and den ie s  16s legi&imzcy, 
This  d e n i a l  of c e r t i t u d e  i s  i n  t h e  l o g i c  cf %ts 
system, But i t  is  a l s o  i n  t h e  l o g i c  of every 
theol-ogy k7Lgich den ie s  the o b j e c t i v e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  
and j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  The Reforned t h e a l o g i t a ~ ~  
Heinr ich Heppe s t a t e s  on almost every  gage i n  h i s  

chap te r  on C h r i s t ' s  work t h a t  H e  submit ted Himself 
t o  t h e  w i l l  of H i s  Fa ther  f o r  t h e  sake  of t h e  e l e c t ,  
t h a t  H e  took on H i m  t h e  g u i l t  of t h e  e l e c t ,  t h a t  
t h e s e  were c r u c i f i e d  wi th  H i m ,  t h a t  H e  a toned f o r  
them (Reformier te  Dogmatik, pp. 358-360). S inc r  
C h r i s t  d i d  n o t  d i e  f o r  a l l  men and redeem a l l  s i n -  
n e r s ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  cannot base h i s  c e r t i t u d e  of 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  on t h e  Son of God, H i s  redemptive 
work and t h e  u n i v e r s a l  promises of g race  of t h e  
Gospel. He has  no o b j e c t i v e  foundat ion ,  but has  
t o  r e l y  on what he f e e l s  and on t h e  exper ience  of 
t h e  grace.  Therefore  H ,  Heppe w r i t e s :  '"The c e r t i -  
tude  of s a l v a t i o n  of t h e  b e l i e v e r s  i s  founded on 
t h e  tes t imony of t h e  Holy Ghost; i t  i s  t h e  csnvic-  
t i o n  based on t h e  exper ience  of g race  working i n  
them" (Ref o rmie r t e  Dogmatik, p. 462)  . 
71, But what happens when t h e  b e l i e v e r  i n  t ime of 

d i s t r e s s  and d e s p a i r  i s  t o l d  t o  r e l y  on what 
he f e e l s  and exper iences?  How can t h e  exper ience  
of God's g race  i n  h i s  h e a r t  comfort him, when t h e  
h e a r t  i t s e l f  accuses  and condemns him, when he  has  
no o b j e c t i v e  foundat ion,  no o b j e c t i v e  and u n i v e r s a l  
promise of God t o  r e l y  on? The Reformed d o c t r i n e  
i s  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s - a  theology of s u b j e c t i v -  
i s m ,  where t h e  vo i ce  of t h e  regenera ted  conscience 
becomes t h e  c r i t e r i o n  of f a i t h  and assurance. But,  
as S c r i p t u r e  s a y s ,  "he t h a t  t v u s t e t h  i n  h i s  o m  
h e a r t  is  a f o o 1 ' ~ P r o v .  28 :26) . 
7 2 .  Synergism, w i th  i t s  d e n i a l  of t h e  o b j e c t i v e  

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  and i t s  con ten t ion  t h a t  man has  
t o  coopera te  i n  one way o r  t h e  o t h e r  w i t h  t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t ,  t h a t  he  h a s  t o  dec ide  f o r  J e s u s ,  t o  prepare  
and t o  d i spose  himself f a r  r egene ra t i on ,  renders  
t r u e  c e r t i t u d e  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n  impossible .  En- 
s t e a d  s f  s ay ing  t h a t  remiss ion  of s i n s  h a s  been 
o b j e c t i v e l y  mer i ted  by Je sus  f c r  all men and i s  
g rac ious ly  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  Gospel, i t  p r e s e n t s  i t  
as t h e  r e s u l t  of conversion,  as t h a t  which moves 



be regarded certain that by faith we a r e ,  
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T r i g l s t t a  p s  1 6 9 )  

F a i t h  alone, which looks upon the pronlise and 
knows t h a t  ibr th is  r e a s o n  it m u s t  be r e g a r d e d  
a s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  God f o r g i v e s ,  b e c a u s e  Chris t  
h a s  not d i e d  i n  v a i n ,  e t c , ,  svercc;mes the 
terrors o f  sin and d e a t h  ( A p o l o g y ,  T r i g l o k t a ,  
p ,  1 6 3 ) .  
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w i t h s t a n d i n g  the f a c t  t h a t  many w e a k n e s s e s  
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am2 i m ~ ~ v a b l e  Word o f  the hoE y Gospe l  , they 

a g r a c i s u s  @ad ( F  , C a r  tome % I T ,  6, 
T r i g l o t t a ,  p ,  793 s , ) ,  

The Denial of J u s t i f i c a t i o n  
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God, f a r  t h e  sake of Chr i s t  and on account of H i s  
dea th ,  t o  be gracious and t o  save ,  Fa i th  i s  no 
more a simple means of appropr i a t ion ,  but  a " C ~ U S ~  

movensYt8 something which changes Go#s h e a r t  and 
determines H i m  t o  be gracious.  It does n o t  simply LECTURE 111 
s e i z e  ~ h r i s t ' s  forg iveness ,  but  makes i t  poss ib l e .  
It j u s t i f i e s  on account of some i n t r i n s i c  va lue ,  THE CERTITUDE OF ELECTION AMD FINAL SALVATION 
It i s  again a  theology of subjec t iv ism which muti- 
l a t e s  b i b l i c a l  so t e r io logy  and g ives  t h e  assurance 7 4 .  Amording t o  Reformed theology ,  no Chr i s t i an  
of grace and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  a f a l s e  b a s i s ,  can be assured t h a t  J e sus  Chr i s t  has redeemed 

7 3 .  To proclaim t h a t  J e sus  Chr i s t  h a s  r e a l l y  done 
everything t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  redemp- 

t i o n ,  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and s a l v a t i o n  of lost s i n n e r s ,  
t h a t  through H i s  dea th  the  wor ld  h a s  a c t u a l l y  been 
reconci led with God, t h a t  forg iveness  of s i n s  i s  
o f fe red  i n  t h e  means of grace ,  i n  t h e  Gospel and 
t h e  sacraments,  and presented t o  every man i n  order  
t o  be received by f a i t h  and be l ieved ,  and t h a t  
every s i n n e r  who repen t s  and be l i eves  becomes by 
grace  alone and through f a i t h ,  e f f e c t i v e l y  and 
completely, pa r t ake r  of a l l  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of ~hrist's 
work and has t h e  r i g h t  t o  confess t h a t  he  is  re-  
deemed,, j u s t i f i e d ,  a  c h i l d  sf God and an h e i r  of 
e t e r n a l  s a l v a t i o n ,  because God dec la re s  a l l  t h i s  
i n  H i s  Word -- t o  proclaim t h i s  wonderful message 
i s  t h e  great  p r i v i l e g e  of t he  Lutheran  Gh~nrch, 
To defend i t  aga ins t  a l l  errors  through a c o r r e c t  
d i s t i n c t i o n  of Law and Gospel and t o  s p r e a d  i t  w i th  
much joy and confidence, knowing t h z t  t h e  Holy 
S p i r i t  w i l l  a c t  through i t  and make out of i t  f b c  
power of God unto s a l v a t i o n  t o  every one who be- 
l i e v e s  (Rom. : is  and w i l l  always be h e r  most 
holy mission. 

him and i s  h i s  Savior ,  as long a s  he has no cer- 
t a i n t y  about h i s  personal  e l e c t i o n ,  H e  f i n d s  t h i s  
c e r t a i n t y  i n  t h e  testimony of the  Holy S p i r i t  
and the  experience of God's grace opera t ing  i n  
hPm, From t h e  c e r t a i n t y  of h i s  e l e c t i o n  he eon- 
cludes t h e  c e r t a i n t y  of h i s  redemption, j u s t i f i c a -  
t i o n  and f i n a l  s a lva t ion .  

75. According t o  Lutheran theology, t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
f i n d s  i n  the  promises of t h e  Gospel t he  a s su r -  

ance t h a t  Chr i s t  i s  his Savior ,  H e  f i n d s  a l s o  i n  
t h e s e  promises t h e  c e r t i t u d e  t h a t ,  s i n c e  he r e l i e s  
e n t i r e l y  an Jesus ,  h i s  s i n s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  f a r -  
given and he is  a j u s t i f i e d  s i n n e r ,  But what about 
h i s  e l e c t i o n ?  Can he be assured t h a t  God e l e c t e d  
him unto e t e r n a l  l i f e  and- w i l l  b r ing  him through 
perseverance t o  t h i s  g lo r ious  goal?  That i s  t h e  
ques t ion  we  s h a l l  try to answer according t o  Moly 
Sc r ip tu re  and t h e  Lutheran Confessions, 

76, W e  may de f ine  e l e c t i o n  a s  t h e  e t e r n a l  decree 
whereby God, before  t h e  foundat ion of t h e  world 

and prompted by H i s  g race  i n  C h r i s t  J e sus ,  decided 
t o  c a l l ,  j u s t i f y ,  s a n c t i f y ,  keep and preserve ,  by 
t h e  means of grace ,  according t o  t h e  counsel  of H i s  
w i l l ,  all t hose  whom H e  has  chosen from f a l l e n  man- 
kind and p redes t ina t ed  t o  e t e r n a l  g lory .  
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Ete rna l  Decree 

7 9 ,  That e l e c t i o n  is  an e t e r n a l  decree i s  w i t -  
nessed t o  by Paul ,  when he s t a t e s  t h a t  God 

e l e c t e d  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  

a c c s r d i n g  t o  his own purpose  and g r a c e ,  wh ich  
was given.  u s  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s  before the wor ld  
began ( 2  Tim. 2 2 9 )  , 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  the e t e r n a l  purpose  wh ich  he 
purposed i n  Christ J e s u s ,  our  Lord ( E p h .  3 : l l ) ,  

o r  t h a t  

he h a s  c h o s e n  u s  i n  Him b e f o r e  the f o u n d a t i o n  
of the world  (Eph.  1 : 4 )  , 

Elec t ion  by Grace A1on-i 

7 8 .  It is  an e l e c t i o n  of grace  and not  of works; 
t h a t  means t h a t  God's grace  a lone  has prornptd  

H i m  t o  c h ~ o s e  a c e r t a i n  number of men and t o  l ead  
therr; through f a i t h  i n  Chr i s t  J e sus  t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e :  

H e  ha th  saved  u s ,  . , not a c c o r d i n g  t o  our 
works, b u t  acccpsrding t o  his  swn purpose  and 
g r a c e ,  w h i c h  was g i v e n  u s  i n  Christ Jesus 
(2 Tim,  1 : 9 ) .  

.,- t h a t  the purpose  of God a c c o r d i n g  to 
e l e c t - i o n  m i g h t  s t a n d ,  not o f  w o r k s ,  but 09 
him t h a t  c a l l e t h  (Rom,  9 : 1 2 ) ,  

h a v i n g  p r e d e s t i n a t e d  u s  u n t o  the a d o p t i o n  
of c h i l d s e n  b y  J e s u s  C h r i s t  ts h i m s e l f ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  the good  p l e a s u r e  sf his w i l l  
(Eph,  1 ~ 5 ) ~  

79, Elec t i on  rests on God's  will alone: 

... i n  C h r i s t  alss we have o b t a i n e d  an  inheri- 
tance, b e i n g  p r e d e s t i n a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  es the 
purpose  of h i m  who b70sketh a l l  kh iny s  a f t e r  
the counsel sf h i s  own %7:i22 (Eph, 2 ~ 1 1 )  , 

h d  t h i s  will is determined by H i s  grace a lone ,  It 
i s  the  wonderful  w i l l  a f  salvation which prompts  
God t o  pardon men who have m e r i t e d  nothing else 
than H i s  wrath and e te rna l  condemnation, In this 
way we nay speak w i t h  CaLvPr ; ,  of God's a b s o l u t e  
decree, which means that it i s  whobly Independent  
from men% ~ W B X - R C S ,  merits and a"%i tu$e ,  That i s  the  
g r e a t  s c r i p t u r a l  t r u t h  on which Augustine i n s i s c e d  
so much in h i s  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  P e l a g i u s ,  The Fcrmula 
of Concord i s  very c lear  on t h i s  p o i n t ,  when i t  re- 
j e c t s  a s  a f a l s e  doct r ine  

t h a t  no% on ly  the mercy sf God and thc most 
h o l y  merit sf bu% a l s o  i n  U S  tkere is 
a c a u s e  of G a d ' s  eiection, on account  of which 
God has elected us to everlas t ing l i f e   pit- 
ome XI, 20 ;  T r i g l a t t a ,  p e  837)  , 

The Denial of S o l a  Grat* 

80, Confessional Lutheran theology rejects  w i t h  
t h e  Formula of Concord t he  doc t r ine  according 

eo which election mcsk place " I ~ t ~ i t u  f i d e i ,  o r  
"'ex praevisz fide, 'Qthat i s ,  tha t  God decided t o  
elect unto eternal L i f e  those  of whom He knew that 
they would  accept  U s  Gcspel ,  believe and perse- 
vere in t he i r  f a i t h  unto dea th ,  Th i s  was t he  error 
e f  t h e  second generatian of E ~ ~ t h e r a n  Bsgnaticians 
(d,  Gerhard, J, Quenseedt, B ,  NoLlaz, J ,  W e  Baier, 
e tc , )  which ca%r,e up again in. t h e  cc~a1trovers1-es i n  
which t h e  KPssouri Synod was invalved d u r i n g  the  
Last century, The e r r c r  r e s u l t e d  f ro= an attempt 



Ete rna l  Decree 

7 9 ,  That e l e c t i o n  is  an e t e r n a l  decree i s  w i t -  
nessed t o  by Paul ,  when he s t a t e s  t h a t  God 

e l e c t e d  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  

a c c s r d i n g  t o  his own purpose  and g r a c e ,  wh ich  
was given.  u s  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s  before the wor ld  
began ( 2  Tim. 2 2 9 )  , 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  the e t e r n a l  purpose  wh ich  he 
purposed i n  Christ J e s u s ,  our  Lord ( E p h .  3 : l l ) ,  

o r  t h a t  

he h a s  c h o s e n  u s  i n  Him b e f o r e  the f o u n d a t i o n  
of the world  (Eph.  1 : 4 )  , 

Elec t ion  by Grace A1on-i 

7 8 .  It is  an e l e c t i o n  of grace  and not  of works; 
t h a t  means t h a t  God's grace  a lone  has prornptd  

H i m  t o  c h ~ o s e  a c e r t a i n  number of men and t o  l ead  
therr; through f a i t h  i n  Chr i s t  J e sus  t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e :  

H e  ha th  saved  u s ,  . , not a c c o r d i n g  t o  our 
works, b u t  acccpsrding t o  his  swn purpose  and 
g r a c e ,  w h i c h  was g i v e n  u s  i n  Christ Jesus 
(2 Tim,  1 : 9 ) .  

.,- t h a t  the purpose  of God a c c o r d i n g  to 
e l e c t - i o n  m i g h t  s t a n d ,  not o f  w o r k s ,  but 09 
him t h a t  c a l l e t h  (Rom,  9 : 1 2 ) ,  

h a v i n g  p r e d e s t i n a t e d  u s  u n t o  the a d o p t i o n  
of c h i l d s e n  b y  J e s u s  C h r i s t  ts h i m s e l f ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  the good  p l e a s u r e  sf his w i l l  
(Eph,  1 ~ 5 ) ~  

79, Elec t i on  rests on God's  will alone: 

... i n  C h r i s t  alss we have o b t a i n e d  an  inheri- 
tance, b e i n g  p r e d e s t i n a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  es the 
purpose  of h i m  who b70sketh a l l  kh iny s  a f t e r  
the counsel sf h i s  own %7:i22 (Eph, 2 ~ 1 1 )  , 

h d  t h i s  will is determined by H i s  grace a lone ,  It 
i s  the  wonderful  w i l l  a f  salvation which prompts  
God t o  pardon men who have m e r i t e d  nothing else 
than H i s  wrath and e te rna l  condemnation, In this 
way we nay speak w i t h  CaLvPr ; ,  of God's a b s o l u t e  
decree, which means that it i s  whobly Independent  
from men% ~ W B X - R C S ,  merits and a"%i tu$e ,  That i s  the  
g r e a t  s c r i p t u r a l  t r u t h  on which Augustine i n s i s c e d  
so much in h i s  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  P e l a g i u s ,  The Fcrmula 
of Concord i s  very c lear  on t h i s  p o i n t ,  when i t  re- 
j e c t s  a s  a f a l s e  doct r ine  

t h a t  no% on ly  the mercy sf God and thc most 
h o l y  merit sf bu% a l s o  i n  U S  tkere is 
a c a u s e  of G a d ' s  eiection, on account  of which 
God has elected us to everlas t ing l i f e   pit- 
ome XI, 20 ;  T r i g l a t t a ,  p e  837)  , 

The Denial of S o l a  Grat* 

80, Confessional Lutheran theology rejects  w i t h  
t h e  Formula of Concord t he  doc t r ine  according 

eo which election mcsk place " I ~ t ~ i t u  f i d e i ,  o r  
"'ex praevisz fide, 'Qthat i s ,  tha t  God decided t o  
elect unto eternal L i f e  those  of whom He knew that 
they would  accept  U s  Gcspel ,  believe and perse- 
vere in t he i r  f a i t h  unto dea th ,  Th i s  was t he  error 
e f  t h e  second generatian of E ~ ~ t h e r a n  Bsgnaticians 
(d,  Gerhard, J, Quenseedt, B ,  NoLlaz, J ,  W e  Baier, 
e tc , )  which ca%r,e up again in. t h e  cc~a1trovers1-es i n  
which t h e  KPssouri Synod was invalved d u r i n g  the  
Last century, The e r r c r  r e s u l t e d  f ro= an attempt 



t o  c o n c i l i a t e  t h e  " p r a t i a  u n i v e r s a l i s "  ( t h e  f a c t  
t ha t  God, according t o  what Be s ays  i n  S c r i p t u r e s ,  
wants t o  save  every man) and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  a r e  
n o t  e l e c t e d .  The answer t o  t h e  ques t ion :  "Why 
a r e  no t  a l l  e l e c t e d ? "  is  then:  "Because t h e  a t t i -  
tude  of many toward t h e  Gospel i s  of such a n a t u r e  
t h a t  God decided no t  t o  e l e c t  them." God knew 
t h a t  they would no t  r epen t  o r  t h a t  they  would f a l l  
aga in  and n o t  persevere .  It i s  another  way of say- 
i n g  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  i s  not  s o l e l y  i n  God's hands,  
t h a t  i t  depends i n  some way on man's a t t i t u d e .  I f  
a c e r t a i n  man is  n o t  e l e c t e d  and does no t  t h e r e f o r e  
o b t a i n  e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  i t  i s  i n  t h e  bas t  a n a l y s i s  h i s  
o m  f a u l t ,  But i f  this were t r u e ,  1 could on the 
con t r a ry  conclude t h a t ,  i f  I am an e l e c t  and f i n a l l y  
saved,  i t  i s  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God knew t h a t  I 
would have dur ing  my l i f e  a proper  and adequate  a t -  
t i t u d e  toward C h r i s t  and H i s  Gospel. And i f  e l ec -  
t i o n  i s ,  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y ,  i n  my hands, my whole 
s a l v a t i o n  v e s t s  f i n a l l y  on myself ,  an i d e a  which 
i s  t o t a l l y  con t r a ry  t o  b i b l i c a l  s o t e r i o l o g y .  And 
t h i s  would mean t h a t  1 would have t o  f i n d  i n  myself ,  
a t  l e a s t  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  a b a s i s  f o r  my c e r t i t u d e  
of s a l v a t i o n .  

The Denial  of  t h e  U n i v e r s a l i t y  of Grace 

81. But when Calvin speaks of an "abso lu te  decree" 
of God, no t  only does h e  want t o  s t a t e  t h a t  

e l e c t i o n  is  2n no way condi t ioned  by God's fo re -  
s i g h t ,  by what H e  knew about our  a t t i t u d e  du r ing  
our  l i f e ,  bu t  H i s  concern is  t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e r e  is  no c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n  between e l e c t i o n  and 
C h r i s t ' s  redemptive work. C h r i s t  i s  t h e  " in s t ru -  
mentum e l e c t i o n i s  ," bu t  n o t  t h e  "Causa e l e c t i o n i s . "  
The Formula Consensus He lve t i ca  of 1675 (Ar t ,  5) 
s k a t e s :  "Chr i s t  i s  a l s o  involved i n  t h i s  g r ac ious  
decree  of d i v i n e  e l e c t i o n ,  n o t  a s  a mkr i to r ious  
cause (non u t  cauaa m e r i t o r i a ) ,  o r  a s  t h e  foundation. 

t h a t  precedes e l e c t i o n  i t s e l f  ( v e l  fundamentum 
igsam elect ionem praecedens) ,  b u t  as t h e  ' e k l e k t o s , '  
t h e  e l e c t  ( I  Pet. 2 : 4 . 6 ) ,  ... whose p rec ious  m e r i t  
God decided t o  use  t o  confer  upon us s a l v a t i o n ,  
wi thout  i n j u r i n g  h i s  r i gh t eounesses '  According t o  
Ca lv in ' s  " sup ra l apsa r i an  view, " God wanted and de- 
c ided Adam's f a l l ;  i t  belongs t o  t h e  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n .  
By a  sovere ign  a c t  s f  Mis w i l l  W e  decided t o  provoke 
t h e  f a l l .  Calvin w r i t e s :  "I confess  t h a t  i t  i s  by 
God's w i l l  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of Adam have f a l l e n  
i n t o  t h e  p re sen t  misery i n  which they  a r e  now kept"  
( I n s t i t u t i o n  d e  l a  Re l ig ion  Chrkt ienne,  111, 2 3 ,  4 1 ,  
This gave God t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  bo th  t o  r e v e a l  h i s  
r igh teousness  by dec id ing  t o  forsake the g r e a t  
ma jo r i t y  of them i n  s i n s ,  dea th  and condemnation, 
and t o  pu t  f o r t h  H i s  i n f i n i t e  mercy by sav ing  some 
of them. And Lo t h i s  H e  chose C h r i s t ,  H i s  Son, whom 
H e  asked t o  a tone  f o r  t h e  s i n s  of t h e  e l e c t ,  So, 
C h r i s t  i s  on ly  t h e  means H e  chose t o  save t h e  e l e c t  
a f t e r  He had p redes t i na t ed  them unto  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  

Elec t ion  Through C h r i s t  

82, According t o  Holy Sc r ip tu re  C h r i s t ' s  s a c r i f i c e  
i s  more than  j u s t  a kind of appendix t o  God's 

p r e d e s t i n a t i o n :  it i S  a very  part of predest ina-  
tion i t s e l f ,  and the  B i b l e  fn no way restricts t h e  
b e n e f i t s  of H i s  dea th  t o  t h e  elect, W e  are saved 

a c c o r d i n g  t~ the e t e r n a l  purpose  w h i c h  he 
purposed i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s ,  o u r  Lord (Eph,  3 ~ 1 1 ) ~  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  his otvn purpose and g r a c e ,  w h i c h  
was g i v e n  u s  i n  Christ J e s u s  before the wor ld  
began ( 2  Tim. 1:9/. 

H e  ha th  b l e s s e d  u s  w i t h  all s p i r i t u a l  bless- 
i n g s  i n  h e a v e n l y  places i n  C h r i s t ,  a c c o r d i n g  
a s  he hath chosen ens in h i m  (@he 1 . -3,4j ,  



t o  c o n c i l i a t e  t h e  " p r a t i a  u n i v e r s a l i s "  ( t h e  f a c t  
t ha t  God, according t o  what Be s ays  i n  S c r i p t u r e s ,  
wants t o  save  every man) and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  a r e  
n o t  e l e c t e d .  The answer t o  t h e  ques t ion :  "Why 
a r e  no t  a l l  e l e c t e d ? "  is  then:  "Because t h e  a t t i -  
tude  of many toward t h e  Gospel i s  of such a n a t u r e  
t h a t  God decided no t  t o  e l e c t  them." God knew 
t h a t  they would no t  r epen t  o r  t h a t  they  would f a l l  
aga in  and n o t  persevere .  It i s  another  way of say- 
i n g  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  i s  not  s o l e l y  i n  God's hands,  
t h a t  i t  depends i n  some way on man's a t t i t u d e .  I f  
a c e r t a i n  man is  n o t  e l e c t e d  and does no t  t h e r e f o r e  
o b t a i n  e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  i t  i s  i n  t h e  bas t  a n a l y s i s  h i s  
o m  f a u l t ,  But i f  this were t r u e ,  1 could on the 
con t r a ry  conclude t h a t ,  i f  I am an e l e c t  and f i n a l l y  
saved,  i t  i s  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God knew t h a t  I 
would have dur ing  my l i f e  a proper  and adequate  a t -  
t i t u d e  toward C h r i s t  and H i s  Gospel. And i f  e l ec -  
t i o n  i s ,  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y ,  i n  my hands, my whole 
s a l v a t i o n  v e s t s  f i n a l l y  on myself ,  an i d e a  which 
i s  t o t a l l y  con t r a ry  t o  b i b l i c a l  s o t e r i o l o g y .  And 
t h i s  would mean t h a t  1 would have t o  f i n d  i n  myself ,  
a t  l e a s t  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  a b a s i s  f o r  my c e r t i t u d e  
of s a l v a t i o n .  

The Denial  of  t h e  U n i v e r s a l i t y  of Grace 

81. But when Calvin speaks of an "abso lu te  decree" 
of God, no t  only does h e  want t o  s t a t e  t h a t  

e l e c t i o n  is  2n no way condi t ioned  by God's fo re -  
s i g h t ,  by what H e  knew about our  a t t i t u d e  du r ing  
our  l i f e ,  bu t  H i s  concern is  t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e r e  is  no c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n  between e l e c t i o n  and 
C h r i s t ' s  redemptive work. C h r i s t  i s  t h e  " in s t ru -  
mentum e l e c t i o n i s  ," bu t  n o t  t h e  "Causa e l e c t i o n i s . "  
The Formula Consensus He lve t i ca  of 1675 (Ar t ,  5) 
s k a t e s :  "Chr i s t  i s  a l s o  involved i n  t h i s  g r ac ious  
decree  of d i v i n e  e l e c t i o n ,  n o t  a s  a mkr i to r ious  
cause (non u t  cauaa m e r i t o r i a ) ,  o r  a s  t h e  foundation. 

t h a t  precedes e l e c t i o n  i t s e l f  ( v e l  fundamentum 
igsam elect ionem praecedens) ,  b u t  as t h e  ' e k l e k t o s , '  
t h e  e l e c t  ( I  Pet. 2 : 4 . 6 ) ,  ... whose p rec ious  m e r i t  
God decided t o  use  t o  confer  upon us s a l v a t i o n ,  
wi thout  i n j u r i n g  h i s  r i gh t eounesses '  According t o  
Ca lv in ' s  " sup ra l apsa r i an  view, " God wanted and de- 
c ided Adam's f a l l ;  i t  belongs t o  t h e  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n .  
By a  sovere ign  a c t  s f  Mis w i l l  W e  decided t o  provoke 
t h e  f a l l .  Calvin w r i t e s :  "I confess  t h a t  i t  i s  by 
God's w i l l  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c h i l d r e n  of Adam have f a l l e n  
i n t o  t h e  p re sen t  misery i n  which they  a r e  now kept"  
( I n s t i t u t i o n  d e  l a  Re l ig ion  Chrkt ienne,  111, 2 3 ,  4 1 ,  
This gave God t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  bo th  t o  r e v e a l  h i s  
r igh teousness  by dec id ing  t o  forsake the g r e a t  
ma jo r i t y  of them i n  s i n s ,  dea th  and condemnation, 
and t o  pu t  f o r t h  H i s  i n f i n i t e  mercy by sav ing  some 
of them. And Lo t h i s  H e  chose C h r i s t ,  H i s  Son, whom 
H e  asked t o  a tone  f o r  t h e  s i n s  of t h e  e l e c t ,  So, 
C h r i s t  i s  on ly  t h e  means H e  chose t o  save t h e  e l e c t  
a f t e r  He had p redes t i na t ed  them unto  e t e r n a l  l i f e .  

Elec t ion  Through C h r i s t  

82, According t o  Holy Sc r ip tu re  C h r i s t ' s  s a c r i f i c e  
i s  more than  j u s t  a kind of appendix t o  God's 

p r e d e s t i n a t i o n :  it i S  a very  part of predest ina-  
tion i t s e l f ,  and the  B i b l e  fn no way restricts t h e  
b e n e f i t s  of H i s  dea th  t o  t h e  elect, W e  are saved 

a c c o r d i n g  t~ the e t e r n a l  purpose  w h i c h  he 
purposed i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s ,  o u r  Lord (Eph,  3 ~ 1 1 ) ~  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  his otvn purpose and g r a c e ,  w h i c h  
was g i v e n  u s  i n  Christ J e s u s  before the wor ld  
began ( 2  Tim. 1:9/. 

H e  ha th  b l e s s e d  u s  w i t h  all s p i r i t u a l  bless- 
i n g s  i n  h e a v e n l y  places i n  C h r i s t ,  a c c o r d i n g  
a s  he hath chosen ens in h i m  (@he 1 . -3,4j ,  



It should be ev ident  from S c r i p t u r e  t h a t  C h r i s t P s  
work coneems a l l  men, t h a t  He atoned f o r  t h e  s ins  
of all mankind. 

83, On t h e  o the r  hand, conversion, j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  
s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  through the  N ~ l y  S p i r i t  i s  not  

presented as a simple means t o  c a r r y  out  e l e c t i o n ,  
b u t  as an element s f  e l e c t i o n  i t s e l f :  

H e  hath saved u s  and called us with an  h o l y  
cal l ing, ,  , , according ts his own purpose  and 
grace ( 2  ~ i m ,  l : 9 ) .  

He know that a l l  things work together for 
good t o  them that love Gsd, t o  them who are 
the called according to  h is  purpose (Rom, 8 : 2 8 ) ,  

God i s  s a i d  t o  have 

predestinated us unto the adoption o f  children 
by Jesus Christ to  himself (Eph. 1 : 5 ) .  

And whenz S c r i p t u r e s  say,  

As  many as were ordained t o  everlasting l i f e  
believed (Acts 1 3  :#€I), 

t h i s  i s  t o  mean t h a t  conversion and f a i t h  i s  an in-  
t e g r a l  p a r t  of e l e c t i o n .  Whoever has  been e l e c t e d ,  
has been e l e c t e d  t o  accept  t h e  Gospel, t o  b e l i e v e  
i n  J e sus  Chr i s t  and thus  become GodB% c h i l d  and an 
h e i r  of e t e r n a l  s a l v a t i o n .  Bel ievers  have t h e  
r i g h t  t o  be l i eve  t h a t  they have been ordained there-  
t o ,  t h a t  God has "from t h e  beginning chosen9' them 
I I t o  sa lva t ion"  (2 Thess. 2 : 1 3 ) ,  

Elec t ion  and t h e  Means of G r ~ p -  

84 .  Therefore God's e l e c t i o n  i s  in t ima te ly  bound 
t o  t h e  preaching of t h e  Gospel and t h e  admin- 

i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  sacraments; i t  inc ludes  the  means 
of grace:  

God from the beginning hath chosen you t s  
salvation through sanctification o f  the Spiri t  
and be l ie f  o f  the truth,  whersunto he c a l l e d  
you by our Gospel  t o  the obtaining of the 
glory of our Lord  Jesus Christ ( 2  Thess. 2 :  
1 3 , 1 4 ) .  

85, &d it i s  "according t o  h i s  good p leasu re  
which he ha th  purposed i n  himself"  t h a t  God 

has "made known unto u s  t h e  mystery of h i s  w i l l "  
(Eph. l : 9 ) .  Whereas Calvin taught  t h a t  God does 
not  want t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of a l l  men, bu t  decided be- 
f o r e  t h e  foundation of t h e  world t o  condemn a cer-  
t a i n  number of them, d i s s o c i a t i n g  t h e  decree of 
p redes t ina t ion  from C h r i s t ' s  redemptive work, t h e  
Lutheran Church confesses:  

Christ, as the en_ly-begokeen Son of God, who 
i s  i n  the bosom o r t h e  Father, has announced 
t o  us the w i l l  o f  the Father, and thus also 
our eternal election t o  eternal l i f e ,  namely 
when H e  says, Mark 1 :15: "'Wepent ye and be- 
l i eve  the Gospel; the kingdom of God is a t  
hand," Likewise H e  s a y s ,  John 6 ~ 4 8 :  "This 
i s  the w i l l  of him that sent me, that every- 
one which seeth the Son and believeth on him 
may have everlasting l i f e .  : And again (John 
3:16): 'God so loved the world," e t c ,  

This procLamation the Father wishes all men 
t o  hear and desires that they come to Christ; 
and these Christ does not drive from ~ i m ,  
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as it i 5  written Y o h  4 ~ 3 7 :  "Him that 
cometh t o  me I wiP1 i n  ncs wise cast oueef' 87.  Whereas i n  Calvin's theology the d o c t r i n e  of 

p redes t ina t ion  has  t o  shed l i g h t  an the  work 
a$ C h r i s t  and has %s determine whether o r  no t  I am 
pe~:ssnalky affected by what Jesus did and s u f f e r e d  
and by h i s  saving death, Lutheran theology teaches 
the cont rary  and confesses t h a t  "'the g r a c i o u s  elec- 
t i o n  of God has been revealed t o  u s  i n  C h r i s t ,  o u t  
o f  whose hand no man s h a l l  p luck  u s ,  John 10:28; 
2 T i m .  2:19" (Formula of Concord, SD X I ,  90 ,  T r i g -  
l o t t a ,  p .  1093).  The c ross  of Golgotha i s  t h u s  
the  mi r ro r  of God's h e a r t .  Eere every repentant 
s i n n e r  f-n"nds t h e  e o m h r t i a g  certitucie t h a t  he  is 
an e lec t ,  

And i n  order that we may came t o  Chris$, the 
Holy Ghost works true f a i t h  through the hear- 
ing o f  the Word,,, 

Therefore, whoever would be saved should not 
trouble or harass himself with thoughts con- 
cerning the secret counsel o f  Gad, as t o  
whether he also i s  elected and ordained t o  
eternal l i f e ,  with which miserable S a t a n  
usually attacks and annoys godly hearts,  
But they should hear Christ who is the Book 
o f  L i f e  and o f  God" eternal election o f  a l l  
o f  God's children t o  etez-nal l i f e :  H e  t e s t i -  
f i e s  t o  a l l  men without dis t inct ion that it 
i s  God 9 w i l l  that a l l  men should come t o  H i m  
who Labor and are heavy laden with s i n ,  i n  
order that  H e  may give them res t  and save 
them, Matt, 1 1 ~ 2 8  [Formula o f  Concord, S , B ,  
XI, 67-70, Triglet ta ,  p .  1085)- 

8 8 .  Everything t h a t  God does d u r i n g  my l i f e  t o  
c a l l ,  convert ,  j u s t i f y ,  e d i f y ,  s t r eng then  and 

s a n c t i f y  me through faith i n  Christ is included i n  
His eternal decree sf e l e c t i o n ,  Pau l  states i n  h i s  
wonderful way:  

We know t h a t  a l l  t h i n g s  wark together for good 
to t h e m  t h a t  lave God, ts them who are  the 
car%ed a c c o r d i n g  to 114s p ~ r p ~ s e ,  F o r  whom 
he d i d  fort-?know, he a l s o  d-id predestinate to 
be conformed ts the image  of his  S Q ~ ,  t h a t  
he n i g h t  be the f i r s t -barn  a m n p  many breth- 
ren, Noreover, vhom he d i d  predes t inaee ,  
them he ~2450 ca Llei7'r. and r,~hom he c a l - l e d ,  t h e m  
he also j m s t i f i e d ;  and whon he j u s t i f i e d s  them 
he a l s o  gZo.rJfiedU " ( R Q ~ ,  8 ~ 2 8 - 3 0 ) -  

The C e r t i t i d e  of E lec t ion  

86. I f ,  according t o  C a l v i n i s t i c  theology, a s in -  
n e r  wants t o  h o w  whether Chr i s t  d ied  a l s o  

f o r  him, he must f i r s t  make s u r e  that he is an 
e l e c t .  Now, having no o b j e c t i v e  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  
assurance,  he has  no o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  than re- 
E1ec.tion on h i s  personal  experience.  I f  he f e e l s  
t h e  Holy Ghost i s  working i n  h i s  h e a r t ,  i f  he  m2y 
duly consider  himself a s  r egene ra t e ,  he has  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  conclude t h a t  God wants h i s  sa l -va t i sn .  
We may e a s i l y  guess what he  w i l l  f e e l  i n  t imes of 
doubt,  d i s t r e s s  and despa i r .  This  kind of d o c t r i n e  
expresses  by no means t h e  b i b l i c a l  theology of 
c e r t i t u d e .  

89. EL~ction is a kind c f  chain. whose f i r s t  and 
l a n t  li.nks are ir t h e  realm of e t e r n i t y .  I 

was not n e a r  t o  God before  the  foundat ion  of t h e  
world  and 1 am not  witness sf what  He decided, 
I cannot s e j z e  the  "Deus absccnditus" and by way of 
speculaZion deternine whether 0r not  H e  elected Re 
to eternal  l i f e .  Nor a m  7- beyond death,  among 
those wha l i v e  i n  H i s  h e ~ v e n l y  kingdom, t o  ascertain 
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thiough ~3.e j o y f u l  experience of s a l v a t i o n  t h a t  
T am an E ~ e c t ,  I Ifve i n  t h i s  world, and i n  t h i s  
world  I a m  bound t o  t h e  " ~ e u s  r eve la tus , "  t o  what 
God says  t o  me i n  Sc r ip tu re .  But P a u l  s t a t e s  t ha t  
those who a r e  p redes t ina t ed  a r e  c a l l e d ,  those  r&o 
a r e  c a l l e d  a r e  j u s t i f i e d ,  and those  who are j u s t i -  
f i e d  a r e  g l o r i f i e d .  Rest ing on God's promises, I 
have theregore  as a b e l i e v e r  the  r i g h t  t o  argue:  
I f  God has forg iven  my s i n s  and j u s t i f i e d  m e  by 
f s i t h ,  because He wants t o  l ead  me t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  
We d i d  s o  because I have been e l e c t e d  by H i m  
thereunto .  My present  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  belongs t o  
the r e a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h i s  time of t h e  world of M i s  
e t e r n a l  decree of p redes t ina t ion .  God has  c a l l e d  
m e  through t h e  Gospel, enl ightened m e  w i th  H i s  
g i f t s ,  forg iven  m e  a l l  my s i n s ,  and He w i l l  rnain- 
t a i n  m e  i n  t h e  t r u e  f a i t h  u n t i l  t h e  end of my l i f e ,  
because H e  wants my s a l v a t i o n  and has i n  a l l  e t e r -  
n i t y  decided t o  l ead  m e  t he re .  

E lec t ion  and Perseverance 

90, The c e r t i t u d e  of e l e c t i o n  i s  thus  founded on 
t h e  promises of t h e  Gospel; i t  is a c e r t i t u d e  

of f a i t h ,  i d e n t i c a l  wi th  t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of sa lva-  
t i o n ,  But what about those  who f a l l  and w i l l  
p e r i s h  because of t h a t ?  Were they wrong when they 
bel ieved t h a t  they were p redes t ina t ed  t o  e t e r n a l  
l i f e  and t h a t  God would g ran t  them t h e  g f f t  of 
perseverance? 

91. The  answer of Calvinism t o  t h i s  ques t ion  i s  
we l l  known., It teaches t h e  '"gratia inamis- 

s i b i l i s "  (grace  t h a t  cannot be l o s t ) ,  s i n c e  God 
11 se r ious ly"  c a l l s  and r egene ra t e s  only t h e  e l e c t ,  
and t h e  work of t h e  Holy S p i r i t  i s  i r r e s i s t i b l e .  
An e l e c t  may l o s e  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of f a i t h ,  b u t  n o t  
f a i t h  i t s e l f .  Even t h e  "peccata enormia" cannot 
make an e l e c t  f a l l  ou t  of grace.  Therefore a man 

t o  whom t h e  Holy S p i r i t  t e s t i f i e s  t h a t  H e  i s  working 
i n  h i s  h e a r t  h s w s  wi th  an abso lu te  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  
he I s  predes t ina t ed  to e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  and thus  he 
has an abso lu te  c e r t i t u d e  s f  perseverance,  This  
p o s i t i o n  is untenable as t h e  whole C a l v i n i s t i c  doc- 
t r ine  s f  p redes t ina t ion  i s  untenable,  Et l e a d s  t o  
despa i r  o r  t o  c a r n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  The Lutheran Church 
teaches t h a t  grace  can be l o s t ,  bu t  a l s o  t h a t  an 
u n f a i t h f u l  Chr i s t i an  can again ,  through repentance,  
f i n d  t h e  way to ,  Jesus  : 

Since our election t o  eternal l i f e  i s  founded 
not upon our godliness or v i r tue ,  but alone 
upon the merit o f  Christ and the gracious 
w i l l  of h i s  F a t h e r ,  who cannot deny himsel f ,  
because He i s  unchangeable i n  w i l l  and essence, 
therefore,  when H i s  children d e p a r t  from abe- 
dience and stumble, Me has $hem called again 
t o  repentance through the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost wishes thereby t o  be ef f icacious i n  
them fur c o n ~ r s i s n ,  And when they turn t o  
H i m  again i n  true repentance b y  a r ight  f a i t h ,  
we will always manifest the old paternal heart 
to a22 these who tse;zbl e a t  h i s  Word and from 
their heart tnrn +gain to H i m ,  a s  it is w r i t -  
ten J e r ,  321 (F,s.-, S D  AT, 7 5 ,  Triglot ta ,  
p, 1087 ) .  

92,  Synergism on the  con t ra ry  teaches t h a t  maw can 
through an adequate a t t i t u d e  and a good d i s -  

p o s i t i o n  con t r ibu te  t o  h i s  conversion and eospe ra t e  
wi th  God t o  t h e  end t o  persevere  i n  f a i t h .  But 
s i n c e  perseverance depends both  on God's grace and 
h i s  personal  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  he  can never be s u r e  t h a t  
he  w i l l  be f a i t h f u l  unto t h e  end. This  d o c t r i n e  i s  
a l ready i n  i t s e l f  a  d e n i a l  of C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  f o r  
C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h ,  a s  Franz Bieper s a y s ,  "is born and 
maintained only vis-a-vis  t h e  ' s o l a  g r a t i a  Dei"' 
(Chr i s t l i che  Dogmatik, 111, p .  114). Whosoever 
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seeks j 
W Q T ~ S ,  

fallen 

u s t i f i c a t i a n  by the Law and t r u s t s  i n  h i s  
merits and pe r sona l  strength, has already 
from grace  (Gal, 5 : 4 )  , 

9 3 ,  Concerning perseverance the Bible states: 

You a r e  k e p t  b y  the pawer of God t h r o u g h  f a i t h  
u n t o  s a l v a t i o n  ready to be r e v e a l e d  i n  the 
l a s t  t i m e  (2  P e t ,  5 : 4 )  . 
I g i v e  u n t o  them e t e r n a l  life, a n d  t h e y  
s h a l l  never p e r i s h ,  n e i t h e r  s h a l l  any  man 
pluck  them o u t  of my hand.  My F a t h e r ,  which 
gave t hem m e ,  i s  g r e a t e r  t han  a l l ,  and no 
man is a b l e  to p l u c k  t h e m  o u t  of m y  F a t h e r ' s  
hand ,  I and ay F a t h e r  a r e  one (John  lQ:28-301 ,  

. , , b e i n g  c o n f i d e n t  o f  this very t h i n g  t h a t  he 
which h a t h  begun a good work i n  you,  will per- 
form it u n t i l  the day  of J e s u s  C h r i s t  ( P h i l ,  
1:6). 

94,  It is true that Paul admonishes us: 

Wo_trk o u t  your own s a l v a t i o n  w i t h  f e a r  a n d  
t r e m b l i n g  ( P h i l ,  2 :l 2 )  , 

and this text has often been employed by the  syner- 
gist.~ against the certitude of perseverance, But 
P a u l  himself makes clear that this i s  not possible, 
w h e ~  he adds immediately:: 

for it is God which  w o r k e t h  i n  you both t o  
w i l l  and t o  d o  of his good p l e a s u r e  ( P h i l .  

2 : 1 3 ) .  

95.  For ch i s  reason the Lutheran Church rejects 
both errors, Calvin's doctrine of the zbsolu te  

certainty of perseverance of those who have become 

ce r t a i n  o f  t h e i r  election, and t h e  synergistic 
denial of any certitude of perseverance. She 
ho ld s  t ha t  every  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  can be assured 
that God has called him and granted him fcrgi-ve- 
ness of h i s  s i n s ,  because iie is interiding to save 
R i m  as one of H i s  beloved e l ec t ,  This a s su rance  
involves n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  c e r t i t u d e  of persevrr- 
ance, and t h i s  certitude is a c e r t i t u d e  o f  f a i t h  
based on t h e  promises of the Gospel and c:l-2 the 
3.cnowledge of God" f a j  ~ l a f u l n e s s ,  The f s ?he r s  uf 
t h e  Formlala cf Concord confessed, 

. _ t h a t  God 5v.i.ld a l s ~  stz.eraythen, incrcase 
and support to the e22i.i Lthe q ~ s d  w3rk tu-hich 

17as begun i ~ - i  ekz~li., if t h e $  adher2 to 
C s d k  @lord, p r a y  d i l i g e n t 2  y ,  a b i d e  in Cod's 
goodness and f a i t h f u l i y  u s e  tlic g i f t s  re- 
received. That f i n a l l y  He w i l l  e t e r r ~ a l i y  
save and ylorf fy in l i f e  eternal these ~i i "~v^ i r?  

He has elected, calLed and justified, And 
i n d e e d  i n  this counseL, purpose and o r d i n a -  
tion GQB has prepared s a l v a t i o n  no t  onlu  in 
g e n e r a l ,  but h a s  i n  grace considered and 
chosen to saIvati011 each and every per-son 
of the e.ZecP wiFlo m e  to be s a v e d  ti&rrough 
C h r i s i s ,  a l s o  o r d a i n e d  t h a t  i n  the way just 
mentioned Ee w i l l ,  by H i s  grace, g i f t s  and 
e f f i c a c y ,  -bring t h e m  thereto, aid, p r o ~ ~ t e ,  
streng&S;en and preserve tkem j SD  B P,  22 -2.3, 
T r i q 2 o t $ a ,  p ,  ji069), 

9 6 .  The Bible's admonirions a g a i n s t  a p o s t a s y  do 
not  milit~te agpins t  t h e  certitude of p e r a e -  

verance, They ccT;cErn not  k R e  new man. W ~ Q K  t h e  
Holy Ghost has b ~ g o t t e n  i n  the Christian througi? 
faith, bur  t h e  o l d  Adam. They i r e  a p a r t  of the  
Law which the  b e s t  C h r i s t i a n  still needs, b e c a u s ~  
h e  i s  s t i l l  a s i n n e r  and. always 2-11 danger of  t u r n -  
i n g  h i s  back on God, of walking a g ~ i n  on the  k r o z 3  
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way that leads t o  condemnation. On t h e  o t h e r  hand 
we have def ined  the  certitude o f  salvation, presen% 
and f u t u r e ,  as a c e r t i t u d e  of f a i t h  based  on t he  
divine prorr,ises of the  Gospel .  Christiaa certitude 
i s  always r e l a t e d  t o  these promises through which 
tile noly S p i r i t  accomplishes h i s  work of salvation, 
arid CI-~r is t ians  know f o r  sure they ~ . J ~ I P  obtain 
e t e ~ n z l  Pi fe  as long as they w i l l  r e l y  an them, 
1-s Long as the3 al low God t o  work i n  t h e i r  hea r t  
ar,i iiff through His Gospel, t h e y  CANIjOT f a i l  f r o n  
,-, 7" C Lo,cct and becori .~ l o s t .  ''l,ihosnever bel ievet i i  on 
7 - 2  
x-21.- shall_ n o t  be asha~ced" (Roni, 1 0 : l l ) .  3 hc. f e a r  
o f  arss tasy  is a l r e j d y  a l a c k  oi i a i t h ,  a q u c s t i i > n -  

ing cf GGC! 'S  grace and Lai thZuiness .  B u t  t h i s  is 
something which be5 to be---and can be --~;L 'EI-( -OEP 

through a conf i6ent  u s e  of t h e  means o f  grace.  

97. On August  8 th ,  1545, Martin Luther  w r o t e  a 
wonderful  letter to an  unknown Christian who 

gas tormented by ques t i  aas concerning h i s  elec tisa 
an< f i n a l  salvation; in t h i s  f e t t e r  R e  says: 

It js not su-r d u k y  to know what  God w a n t e d  to 
k ~ ~ p  secret ,  T h i s  wzs the a p p l e  into which 
Adam zn4 E v e  b i t  and w h i c h  brough t  d e a t h  to 
 the^ and t 2  a24 their cfai_ildrelz, because &hey 
w~nted ta  knsap what t h e y  were not s u p p o s e d  
to know, Just as m u r d e r ,  t h e f t ,  and bdas-- 
p h ~ n g ,  it f s a s in to s n e e ~ % a t e  sn t-bese 
things ,  Pt is the work ef Satan, as zi L 
other s ins ,  I n s l e a d  of & k a t ,  God h a s  given 
us his Sonp S ~ f a s  C h r i s t ,  v ~ h ~ r n  we S I I O Z R L ~  
remember every day and te whom we s h 0 ~ 2 d  
E ~ o k  a s  i n  a ~ i r r o p ,  For o u t s i c f e  of C k r i s t  
thcre i s  o n 4 ~  danger ,  death and d e v i L ,  k u 2  
i n  h i m  e v e r y t h i n g  is peace and joy, hT2~cso- 
ewl-  is cons tan t2y  tormented by the prebes- 
t inat. fsn wiz;s nothing else than fear. Tkael~e- 
fore a w ~ i d  and flee these &hougk?ts t h z t  Lock 

2ike Satangs $empeation in paraciise, and, 
instead sf t h a t ,  look a t  Christ, Nay God 
keep you!  (w2 X ,  1748 s.). 

98, God knows who, among those whom t h e  Gospel 
invites to salvation i n  C h r i s t  Jesus, will 

believe and who will noes H e  knsws a l so  who 
among the converted w i l l  persevere and who w i l l  
n o t ,  And H e  f i n a l l y  knsws the  t o t a l  number sf 
the elect  who will eternally dive  i n  H i s  heavenly 
kingdom, He is  a l s o  the  on ly  one t o  know t h a t .  -- 
There are many questions which f i n d  no answer i n  
Holy S c r i p t u r e ,  The Formula of Concord does n o t  
find enough words t o  stress a ¶lost important 
t r u t h :  

A d i s t i n c t i o n  must- be observed w i t h  special 
care between &ha& which i s  expressly re- 
v e a l e d  concerning it i n  God 9 L ~ o r d ,  and what 
i s  not  revealed ,  Far, in a d d i t i o n ,  t o  what- 
has been revealed in C h r i s t  concerning k h i s ,  
sf which we have hieherto spoken, God has  
s t i J L  k e p t  secret and c o n c e a l e d  much c2n- 
cesraing this m y s t e r y ,  and reserved it far 

wisdom and k n s ~ ~ l e d g e  alone, which r s e  
should nst investigate, nos should rase i n- 
duPge our  thoughtS i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  nor draw 
conclusions, nor i n q u i r e  c u r i s u s l y ,  b u t  
should a d h e r e  e n t i r e % y  to the revealed Ward 
sf God,  T h i s  adzon i t i on  is aost u r g e n t l y  
n e e d e d  (SD XI, 52 ,  ~ r i g 2 o t & a ,  p ,  107.9 f , I ,  

99,  It was our  aim to stpees what may be duly 
considered 2 s  the most wonderful aspect of 

Lutheran Chris tology and so te r io logy ,  !That t h e  
Lutheran Church teaches absuk redemption, j u s t i -  
f i ca t ion ,  election, perseverance and final 
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s a l v a t i o n  not  only is p l a i n l y  s c r i p t u r a l ,  but con- 
s t i t u t e s  a marvelous theology of c e r t i t u d e ,  Th i s  
theo logy ,  f a r  f ro=  be ing  ha rmfu l  t o  t r u e  Christen- 
dom and Chr is t ian  p i e t y ,  i s  t h e  r ea l  source of a 
f e r v e n t ,  ded ich ted  and g r a t e f u l  Christisn l i f e .  
F a i t h  i n  "so lus  ~ h r i s t u s "  and "so la  Gra t i a "  can 
alone produce genuine s a n c t i f i c a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e  
tt-e izpcstles r egu la r ly  i n t roduce  t h e i r  admonitions 
-- LL, ,- s z r c t i f i c a t i o n  with a reminder  of God's grace 
c c  it i s  mcnifested i n  C h r i s t  (1 P e t .  2 :44;  C o l ,  
P -  - 
r e  , _ ' - I .  _. - -, , Titus 2 : 11.-13; 1 John 3 : 2 . 3 )  . T l l i s  theo logy  
,:-f c e r t i t l r d ~  is a l s o  a source  of p r a i s e  and adora- 
I*.. c :  as becones evident froin Fcul's wonder fu l  ic-- 
t r c i i ~ c t i o n  t o  h i s  E p i s t l e  t o  t h e  Ephesians (Eph .  
1:3 5 s )  and Peter's Pntrodrrctiun t o  h i s  f i r s t  
e p i s t l e  (1 P e t .  1:3-5). F u r ~ ~ e r m o r e  it i s  a l i v i n g  
source of comfort which begets p a t i e n c e  and confi- 
dence (ROE. 8:17,P8,25.35,37; Rom, 5:2-4; 2 Core 
4 : 1 4 . 1 8 ) .  F i n a l l y  i t  a l l o w s  the  C h r i s t i a n  ta re- 
joice  as dea th  draws near, and t o  overcome every 
f e a r  i n  the las t  b a t t l e ,  f o r  through f a i t h  i n  the 
Gospel he g r e e t s  dea th  as h i s  bes t  f r i e n d  who 
a l l ows  him to achieve eternal  sa lvat ion,  T h i s  
theology of c - e r t i t ude  makes i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  confess  
w i t h  S ~ . i n t  P a u l :  

O death, w h e r e  is t h e y  s t i n g ?  O grave, where 
is t h y  9 . i c turyF  1%e s t i n g  of d e a t h  is s in ,  
an6 the strength sf sin Is the Law, But 
thanks be to God w h i c h  g i v e t h  us  the vic tory 
tkarszagk our Lord J e s ~ s  Christa Therefaref my 
b e l o v e d  brethren, be ye s t e a d f a s t ,  unmot-~kle, 
alb7zys abounding in the w ~ r k  09 %he k-sd, 
k b r s s m u c h  2s y e  k n ~ w  t h a t  y o u r  labor is n G %  

in vsin in. the Lord ( d  Cor , 15 ~ 5 5 - 5 8 )  , 

100. A theology which, l i k e  the  Lutheran one, builc!s 
CFristiaxf c e r t i t u d e  n o t  on the secret and. i n -  

s c r u t a b l e  will of Gcd, n o r  sxf man's behavfcr, good 

d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  r i g h t  a t t i t u d e ,  d i g n i t y ,  works and 
m e r i t s ,  o r  h i s  f e e l i n g s  and s u b j e c t i v e  exper iences ,  
b u t  s o l e l y  on Chr i s t "  swonderful work of Redemp- 
t i o n  and t h e  grac ious  and u n i v e r s a l  promises of 
t h e  Gospel of a God who, our of pure  love  and 
d e s p i t e  a l l  our  s i n s  and i n d i g n i t y ,  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  
accept  us j u s t  as w e  a r e  and t o  save u s  i n  C h r i s t  
J e sus  -- such  a theo lagy  i s  a w ~ n d e r f u l  g i f t  of 
our  God t o  a l o s t  world,  whe re  s o  many o t h e r  
t heo log i e s  cha l l enge  H i s  grace and g l a r y ,  It i s  
t r u l y   ort thy t o  be defended a g a i n s t  a l l  e r ro r s ,  
taught w i t h  eagerness and confessed  wi th  c o n f i -  
dence and j oy ,  
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REACTIONS TO THE E E C T U E S  

D ,  F .  Wochmuth, Pas tor  
Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
Meson City ,  Iowa 

I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  t o p i c  f o r  t hese  Refor- 
m s t i s ~ :  Lec tures ,  "The Lutheran Theology oE Certi- 
tzLe" was an e x c e l l e n t  c h o i c e ,  Not be ing  a  member 
of the  committee which inade t h e  t o p i c  s e l e c t i o n ,  1 
can only specu la t e  t h a t  t h e  choice was made f o r  
any number of reasons.  

W e  l i v e  i n  an age i n  which people a r e  th inking  
t h a t  Roman Catholicism i s  moving ever  c l o s e r  t o  
Lutheranism, Today, Charismatic subjec t iv ism has  
I t  caught on," perhaps e s p e c i a l l y  among young people 
much a s  a  "rock" itune climbs r a p i d l y  t o  t h e  top 
of t h e  top f o r t y .  Ecumenically minded Lutherans 
a r e  th inking  t h a t  a l l  P r o t e s t a n t  denominations 
(Reformed and Lutheran) a r e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same, 
Such th inking ,  1 am s u r e ,  i s  of g r e a t  concern t o  
t h e  good p ro fes so r s  of Bethany College as we l l  a s  
a concern of mine a s  a  p a s t o r  a s  w e  r ece ive  '"feed- 
bzck'"rom those  we a r e  c a l l e d  t o  serve .  

My response t o  these  f i n e  l e c t u r e s  we have 
heard is  from my s t a t i o n  i n  l i f e  which i s  no t  
t h a t  of learned  theo log ica l  p ro fes so r ,  but  t h a t  
of lowly p a r i s h  pas to r .  

'The main task of t h e  c a l l  which is  mine i n  t h e  
kingdom a s  p a r i s h  p a s t o r  is t o  proclaim t h e  Gospel 
of t h e  Lord Je sus  C h r i s t  t o  s i n n e r s ,  It is neces- 
sary t h a t  I be  a s tuden t  throughout my min i s t ry ,  

a  s tuaen t  cf t h e  Word, I am capable of work ing  
wi th  t h e  B i b l i c a l  languages ( a s  are  p r a c t i c a l l y  
a l l  Lutheran p a s t o r s ) ,  t h e  Hebrew and Greek, I 
do read theo log ica l  journa ls  (as  do o the r  p a r i s h  
pas to r s )  t o  grow i n  my knowledge of t h e  B i b l e  tha t .  
I may be t te r  serve my 2eaple;  j ou rna l s  ~ d ~ i c b  may 

re::';rdeS by layinen as being  "prof esslonal, deep ,  
L b l l ~  T ; & j s i . ; = : X G U S .  

B a t  I dare n o t  mount my p u l p i t  on Sulid2y m i i ~ n - -  
5 ip :::".L s p F ~ l ;  111 ZTebref-; firrd Greek, Neither w i l l  

. 7 T I-., . --  
-. i;, 'vV t I?'-", ir ~ b e  t C T m S  th;t a r e  flrcjei i z r  ~ k c  5h20- 

' - 1:;2:,;is lzk<e i*sy; ,;cr-&--jsx7' c;r "syrzerj?~snl. " - 
( ~ - y , - , - ~  i ,- l i k e  most ylastcus, p e ~ i z i i t  an i.c,;--- 

* - s ior ,a l  axL> j .,-=pus " sanc t i f - i c s ;~ i& o r  "-justi.fizz- 
L... - s :  < 9 .% 

C F . . ul.... - - :  *:hc:rrC : :---,rr xt of explanat ion f o r  
. :  : - - 

L*-- - -aL t =  !. 3 * * 

1 seej at L ~ z a r  in  -s;~, ;cy tzsk a s  proclaimer 
i "  4 of t h e  Gospel as d t a q k  of d i g e ~ t i r : ~ ;  the: :.:rc- a ~ ~ d  

making that i4srd of Gce i x t e l l i g f b l e  t o  mv f l o c k ,  
That W o ~ d  hecomes i n t c  ;l.isisle when; (1) T t  Is 
spoken i n  7 p la i r r  mac;x:es- understandable t o  a l l ,  
( 2 )  6t is a p p l i e d  tn t h ?  real-life s i t u a t i o n  of 
t h e  hezrers ,  

m l i n e r e f o r e ,  a s  a prsciaimer of the Gospel of 
C h r i s t ,  ehe p a r i s h  p a s t o r  disccvers t ha t  camuni-  
c a t i o n  i s  an important p a r t  of h i s  t o t a l  min i s t ry  
be i t  p r e a c f t i n ~ ,  teaching,  o r  counse l ins ,  T 5 e  
p a s t o r  i s  a c ~ ~ r ~ i x i n i c a t c . ~  of "Lhe  Gospel ,  

Doctor 14artin Luther ,  a les rced  m ~ n ,  c l e a r l y  
recognized t h e  g r e a t  importance of comurnicating 
w i t  :: t h ~  pseple  wha nake up the  fleck of Ged, 
H c  once r ~ n z r k c i :  

)IT*, L ~ r ~  p a c p l e  can take t h i s  home 1 ~ 2 t h  them, b r t  

n o b ~ t , y  uncerstands E seraon t l : ~  t is  t u r g i d ,  
i ~ c  p removed from f i f  e, 
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1 spoke about t h i s  t o  Bucer i n  Gotha and sug- 
gested t h a t  he and Osiander should r e f r a i n  
from e r u d i t e  preaching. P h i l i p  doesn ' t  need 
t o  be i n s t r u c t e d ,  and I don ' t  teach o r  l e c t u r e  
f o r  h i s  sake ,  but  we preach pub l i c ly  f o r  t h e  
sake of p l a i n  people, Chr is t  could have 
taught  i n  a profound way but  he wishes  t o  
d e l i v e r  h i s  message wi th  t h e  utmost s i m p l i c i t y  
i n  order  t h a t  t h e  common people might under- 
s tand .  Good God, t h e r e  a r e  sixteen-year-old 
g i r l s ,  women, o ld  men, and farmers in church, 
and they don ' t  understand l o f t y  matters: I f  
one can present  f i t t i n g  and familiar compari-  
sons, as Link can do i n  mas te r fu l  f a sh ion ,  
the  people w i l l  understand and remember, 
Accordingly h e ' s  t h e  b e s t  preacher  who can 
teach i n  a p l a i n ,  c h i l d l i k e ,  popular ,  and s i m -  
p l e  way. 1 p r e f e r  t o  preach i n  an easy and 
com~:rehensible fash ion ,  bu t  when i t  comes t o  
academic d i spu ta t ions  watch me i n  t h e  univer-  
s i t y ;  t h e r e  121 make i t  sharp  enough f o r  any- 
body and w i l l  r ep ly ,  no mat te r  how complicated 
he wants t o  be ,  Some day I q l  have t o  w r i t e  a 
book a g a i n s t  a r t f u l  preachers .  "1 

D r ,  Kre iss  began h i s  l e c t u r e  by s t a t i n g  a g rea t  
and undeniable t r u t h ,   he Chr i s t i an  r e l i g i o n  is  
the r e l i g i o n  of c e r t i t u d e .  (emphasis mine) A l l  - -. 
of the va r ious  r e l i g i o u s  " i s m s "  i n  t h e  world even 
i f  nominally Chr i s t i an  a r e  Law o r i en ted .  You must 
do enough o r  b e  good enough t o  mer i t  forg iveness  
ane s a l v a t i o n .  Only t r u e ,  B i b l i c a l  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  
b u i l t  on t h e  m e r i t s  of our Lord Je sus  Chr i s t  o f f e r s  
t h e  abso lu te  c e r t a i n t y  of forg iveness  and r e c s n c i t i -  
a t i o n  wi th  God. The Lutheran Ckurch - the church 
b u i l t  sn t h e  Word of God - t h e  church which possesses 
t h e  b lessed  h e r i t a g e  of t h e  Lutheran Reformation - 
does possess t h a t  theology of c e r t i t u d e .  

But a s  a Lutheran p a r i s h  p a s t o r  I am concerned 
about a n  apparent  d iscrepancy between t h e  theologi-  
c a l  t r e a s u r e  we Lutherans posses s ,  and t h e  b a s i c  
t h e o l o g i c a l  understanding and f a i t h  of t h e  people 
I and o t h e r  Lutheran p a s t o r s  s e rve .  

I r e f e r  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of two 
s c i e n t i f i c  surveys taken  i n  o u r  conserva t ive  
midwest among Lutheran people .  The r e s u l t s  show 
t h a t  appa ren t ly  many Lutherans have r e j e c t e d  t h e  
Gospel of f r e e  g r a c e  f o r  a "gospel" t h a t  i s  a new 
Law. It makes of J e s u s  no th ing  more than a second 
Moses. One s t a t i s t i c  from t h e  survey conducted i n  
Minneapolis w i l l  emphasize my reason f o r  concern. 
To t h e  ques t ion ,  "The main emphasis of t h e  Gospel 
i s  on God's r u l e s  f o r  r i g h t  l i v i n g :  "3, 59% of 
those  quest ioned responded " Y e s .  " This  f i g u r e  
inc ludes  bo th  l a y  and p a s t o r ' s  responses from t h e  
L.C.A., A.L.C., and Missour i  Synod. 

The second s tudy ,  made i n  t h e  D e t r o i t  a r e a ,  
included i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t h r e e  synods mentioned 
above, t h e  W.E.L.S. S ince  t h e  W.E.L.S. i s  regar-  
ded t h e  most "conservat ive" of t h o s e  f o u r  Lutheran 
bodies  i n  t h e  survey,  I w i l l  quote  only t h a t  re-  
sponse t o  t h e  fo l lowing ques t ion ;  "People a r e  
saved by keeping t h e  Ten Connnandments."4 ( ~ g r e e i n g )  
W.E.L.S. p a s t o r s ,  0%. (Agreeing) W.E.L.S. l a y  
members, 46%. 

I n  view of t h e  seeming gul f  between c l e rgy  and 
l a i e t y  (which e x i s t s  according  t o  t h e  survey of a l l  
synods) ,  I ask ,  a r e  we p a s t o r s  communicating t h e  
Gospel of J e sus  C h r i s t  i n  ou r  preaching,  teaching ,  
and counsel ing? O r  a r e  w e  t a l k i n g  about t h e  Gospel 
r a t h e r  than  proclaiming i t ;  t a l k i n g  about Jesus  
r a t h e r  than o f f e r i n g  Him? Are we r i g h t l y  d iv id ing  
Law and Gospel o r  merely mixing t h e  two toge the r  
i n t o  a lukewarm s l o p  u n f i t  f o r  man o r  b e a s t ?  This  
is  n o t  an  indic tment  of anyone 's  min i s t ry .  I only 



1 spoke about t h i s  t o  Bucer i n  Gotha and sug- 
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S t a t i s t i c s  i n  s t u d i e s  such a s  quoted above a r e  
not  wholly accura t e .  Some who a r e  questioned m i s -  
understand t h e  ques t ion  and answer t h e  very  opgo- 
s i t e  o f  what they be l i eve .  But t h e  percentage of 
American Lutherans who i n d i c a t e  t h a t  they b e l i e v e  
i n  a s a l v a t i o n  of works is g rea t  enough t o  say  
something t o  Lutheran pas to r s .  B e  t h e  f a u l t  our  
very  poor communication a s  pas to r s  and he ra lds  of 
t h e  Good News, o r  be i t ,  f o r  whatever f a u l t ,  t h e  
f a u l t  of those  who hea r  us  Sunday a f t e r  Sunday - 
we had b e t t e r  make more ea rnes t  e f f o r t  t o  reach 
them a l l ,  on t h e i r  l e v e l  of understanding, w i th  the 
Gospel. C h r i s t i a n i t y  is t h e  r e l i g i o n  of c e r t i t u d e .  
C h r i s t i a n  c e r t i t u d e  i s  what we must b r ing  t o  our  
people. 

But perhaps communication ( f e e , ,  our  choice of 
words) is  no t  our  problem a t  a l l ,  Perhaps w e  a r e  
communicating e x a c t l y  what i s  i n  our  h e a r t s ;  a 
f e e l i n g  of unce r t a in ty ,  

We quote  one Lutheran seminary p ro fes so r ' s  con- 
temporary view of t h e  church and those  who se rve  i t ;  

(I I W e  o f t e n  complain about t h e  sad condi t ion  of 
t h e  C h r i s t i a n  church, and r i g h t l y  so .  We ser- 
v a n t s  of t h e  Word a l s o  complain about t h i s ,  
b u t  u n j u s t l y ,  "Why should any l i v i n g  mortal ,  
o r  any man, o f f e r  complaint i n  view of h i s  
(own) s i n s ? "  (Lm. 3 : 39, NASB) .   he only t h i n g  
t h a t  the  church of our  day, and e s p e c i a l l y  we 
m i n i s t e r s  of t h e  Word l ack  i s  f a i t h :  l i v i n g ,  
robus t ,  conf ident  f a i t h  - t h e  c e r t a i n t y  of 
f a i t h ,  Where c e r t a i n t y  of f a i t h  governs t h e  
church,  i t  w i l l  prosper .  The c e r t a i n t y  of 
f a i t h  is  t h e  source of a l l  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e ,  as 
w e l l  a s  t h e  power f o r  i t .  "Everything is  pos- 
s i b l e  f o r  him who be l i eves  ." (Mk. 9:23.1tg5 

Does t h i s  anaPysis of what i s  wrong w i t h  the  
church sound l i k e  a f a i r  assessment? I n  all 
f a i r n e s s ,  w e  should inform you that t h i s  sbser -  
v a t i o n  w a s  made by a Wisconsin Synod p r o f e s s o r  
in 1931 as he surveyed h i s  contemporary church, 

Perhaps t h e  Lutheran p a s t o r ,  i n  s p i t e  of a l l  
of h i s  f i n e  Lutheran co l l ege  and seminary t r a i n i n g ,  
i s  be ing  conditioned by t h e  world t o  l o s e  t ha t  
c e r t a i n t y  given him by t h e  S p i r i t  through the Word. 
We live in an ecumenicaP age, People all around us 
are s ay ing  t h a t  a l l  churches have some good t o  
o f f e r ,  Some Lutheran theologians  f i rmly  believe 
t h a t  no church has a manopsly on t h e  t r u t h  and t o  
th ink  t h a t  one has  t h e  t r u t h  i s  presumptuous. 

C, P ,  W e  Walther was a man of g r e a t  f a i t h ,  
We knew where he stood and knew what he  believed, 
The trumpet he  sounded gave no unce r t a in  sound. 
He stood f i rmly  on t h e  Bible.  H e ,  t ime and t i m e  
aga in ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Lutheran church is  t h e  
'8 t rue  v i s i b l e  chuarche8-e could say t h a t  because 
c l a s s i c  Lutheranism b r ings  no more and no less t o  
i t s  people than  is o f fe red  i n  Sacred Sc r ip tu re .  
Whenever Walther wrote o r  spoke, he camunlca ted  
Chr i s t i an  c e r t i t u d e ,  - 

We look a t  S t ,  Pau l ,  Mia confidence and his 
c e r t a i n t y  h e  communicated t o  h i s  people and com- 
municated t o  u s  today, H e  didra' t  t a l k  about Jesus 
saying,  "I know what I be l ieve ."  Nei ther  d o e s  he 
g ive  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i n k l i n g  o f  doubt saying ,  "I 
th ink  I know what 1 be l i eve , "  Pau l ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
to Chr i s t  is  personal  and i n  t h e  person of C h r i s t  
he has r i g h t l y  placed. a l l  h i s  hope; "I KNOW whom 
I have be l ieved ,  and AM PERSUADED t h a t  he i s  a b l e  
t o  keep t h a t  which 1 have comi t t ed  unto him 
a g a i n s t  t h a t  day." ((2: T i m ,  I:P2b) 
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Then t h e r e  i s  Martin Luther ,  Luther had per- 
sona l ly  passed along the  very  p a i n f u l  -route from 
unce r t a in ty  t o  g r e a t  c e r t a i n t y  concerning h i s  o m  
s a l v a t i o n ,  Read Luther ' s  sermons, t r a c t s ,  l e t t e r s  
of Chr i s t i an  concern t o  people and hear  him confi-  
den t ly  urging h i s  l i s t e n e r s  t o  put  t h e i r  t r u s t  i n  
C h r i s t .  Luther wasn't  a  "do a s  I say1' p r e a c h e ~  
W e  see him a t  Worms t o  where he  was summoned t o  
defend h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  We r e c a l l  h i s  immortal words 
w i % h  which he def ied  emperor and pope - l ay ing  h i s  
l i f e  ow t h e  Pine;  

" U ~ l e s s  1 ant convinced by the tes t imonies  of 
t h e  Koly Sc r ip tu res  o r  evident reason ( f o r  I 
be l i eve  n e i t h e r  i n  the  Psjpe nor  c o m c i l s  a lone ,  
s ince  i t  has  been e s t ab l i shed  t h a t  they have 
o f t en  e r r e d  and cont radic ted  themselves) ,  1 a m  
bound by t h e  Sc r ip tu res  adduced by me, and nay 
conscience has  been taken cap t ive  by t h e  Word 
of God, and I am n e i t h e r  a b l e  nor  w i l l i n g  t o  
r ecan t ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  n e i t h e r  s a f e  nor r i g h t  t o  
a c t  aga ins t  conscience. God he lp  me. h e n .  '16 

This dangerous p o s i t i o n  i n t o  which Luther w i l l -  
i ng ly  placed himself w a s  based on t h e  u t t e r  cer-  
t a i n t y  s f  h i s  f a i t h  i n  C h r i s t ,  We r e c a l l  t h e  
m i n i s t r i e s  of filralther, Paul ,  and Luther and how 
those  mi .n is t r ies  were b l e s sed  by t h e  Lard. W e  
compare our m i n i s t r i e s  t o  t h e i r s  - we must do so  - 
and ask, "do we Lutheran p a s t o r s  of today have t h a t  
kind of certitude?'"aue we c s m u n i e a t i n g  t h e  Gospel. 
of Jesus  C h r i s t  from a  h e a r t  f i l l e d  wi th  confidence 
i n  C h r i s t ,  thus  impart ing t h a t  very  confidence t o  
our  hea re r s?  

D r ,  Kre iss  has very ab ly  shown i n  h i s  l e c t u r e s  
t h e  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  harbored by both Rome and t h e  
Reformed, C h r i s t i a n i t y  i s  t h e  r e l i g i o n  of c e r t i -  
tude ,  Lutheran theology is  t h e  theology of c e r t i -  
tude.  The Lutheran p a s t o r  i s  bound by Holy 

S c r i p t u r e  and t h e  Lutheran Confessions t o  comun- 
i c a t e  the  pure and unadul te ra ted  message of t he  
Gospel t o  h i s  h e a r e r s ,  "Nothing i n  my hand I 
b r ing ,  Simply t o  Thy c ross  1 c l ing . "  

The Lutheran p a s t o r  ought not  only preach s e r -  
mons of Gospel c e r t a i n t y  ac ross  the p u l p i t  t o  h i s  
congregat ion,  bu t  a l s o  b r ing  t h a t  c e r t a i n t y  of 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  wi th  God I n  Chr i s t  t o  those  who 
come t o  t h e  p a s t o r ' s  s tudy wi th  t roubled  h e a r t s ,  

Natura l ly ,  we cannot deal  wi th  t h e  s i n s  of those  
i n  o a r  ca re  by ignor ing  those s i n s  a s  i f  God had 
given ten suggestiorls r a t h e r  than t h e  Ten Command- 
ntents. Nei ther  a r e  we dea l ing  wi th  mere "gui le  
f ee l ings"  a s  defined by psychologis t s ,  but  g u i l t  
before  God f o r  misdeeds f o r  which one i s  a c t u a l l y  
accountable,  The impenitent  must be  made, on t h e  
b a s i s  of t h e  Law, t o  s e e  t h a t  s i n  is  r e a l ,  ug ly ,  
s e r ious  and damning and thus the  need f o r  t h e  Savior. 

When t h e  s i n n e r  comes t o  t h e  Lutheran p a s t a r ' s  
s tudy and is  gr iev ing  beneath t h e  load  of s i n ,  w e  
do not  d e a l  wi th  him h a l t i n g l y  as i f  we  knew n o t  
f o r  s u r e  i f  he were among Gsdfs  e l e c t  o r  n o t ,  
Jesus  Chr i s t  l i v e d  and dted f o r  a31 - H e  died t o  pay 
f o r  t h e  s i n s  of a l l  who cone t o  us without  exception.  

Nei ther  do Lutheran p a s t o r s  have t h e  pe r roga t ive  
t o  s e t  up c e r t a i n  condi t ions  which must be  met be- 
f o r e  God" forg iveness  may be announced i n  absolu- 
t i o n ,  By our o ld  n a t u r e  t h a t  a p p r o ~ x b  may have 
some appeal ,  

Fac tua l ly ,  t h e r e  is: nothing "iffy" about t h e  
Gospel, There is  nothing cond i t iona l  about t h e  
Gospel i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  one must Reg% c e r t a i n  
condi t ions  o r  requirements (be thzt pa in  of suf -  
f e r i n g ,  having enocgh f a i t h ,  or ma.king t h e  r i g h t  
dec i s ion ,  e t c . )  i n  o rde r  t o  "'qualify" f o r  Godfs 
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Rather,  Sc r ip tu re  s t a t e s  uncondi t ional ly  t h a t  
Chr is t  d ied  f o r  t h e  s i n s  of t h e  whole world (John 
S: l6 and many o t h e r  passages)  and s i n c e  t h a t  s i n n e r  
i ~ .  p a r t  of t h i s  world Chr i s t  died t o  save,  he i s  
forgiven wi th  no " i f s "  o r  o t h e r  condi t ions  r equ i red ,  

The Lutheran p a s t o r  has a wonderful message t o  
br ing  t o  h i s  f lock  and t o  t h e  world .  It i s  the 
Good News of forg iveness ,  l i f e ,  and s a l v a t i o n  i n  
Chr i s t  J e sus  which r e q u i r e s  no mer i t  o r  worthiness  
on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  s i n n e r .  

The person i n  t h e  pew of a Lutheran churcls is 
e n t i t l e d  t o  hear  t h e  b lessed  message ~f God's f r e e  
grace  i n  Je sus  C h r i s t ,  and t o  'know t h a t  i n  any 
circumstance of l i f e  whether good times o r  bad, 
t h a t  he is  God's c h i l d ,  God's Son died f o r  him 
t h a t  he  might l i v e .  Nothing can change t h a t ,  f o r  
t h a t  i s  h i s t o r y .  

May God keep us  f a i t h f u l  throughout our l i ve s  
t o  H i s  Son who comes to us wi th  H i s  good g i f t s  i n  
W ~ r d  and Sacrament, t h a t  when our end approaches 
we may say with t h e  c e r t a i n t y  of S t ,  Paul ;  "For I 
a m  now ready t o  be o f fe red ,  and t h e  t i m e  of my 
depa r tu re  is a t  hand, I have fought agood f i g h t ,  
I have f i n i s h e d  my course,  I have kept  t h e  f a i t h :  
Henceforth t h e r e  is  Laid  up f o r  m e  a crown of 
r ip%teousness ,  which t h e  Lord, t h e  r ighteous  judge, 
s h a l l  g i v e  me a t  that day: and not  t o  m e  only ,  but  
unto ahl them a l so  tha t  Leve h i s  appearing." 
(2 Tim, 4 :6 -8 )  
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Rev, Dean 0 ,  Wenthe, Pas to r  
Zion Lutheran Church 
A t l a n t i c ,  Iowa 

C e r t a i n l y  one must express a  d e b t  of g r a t i t u d e  
t o  D r ,  ha-eiss f o r  h i s  f i n e  e x p o s i t i o n  of C h r i s t i a n  
c e r t i t u d e .  1 could e a s i l y  spend my r e a c t i o n  t i m e  
i n  r e h t s r s i n g  t h e  f i n e  i n s i g h t s  and s t r e n g t h s  of 
h i s  three-part  essay. The i n v i t a t i o n  t o  appear 
as  reactor, however, included a n o t e  t h a t  s u c h  
was ;sot ny Amt o r  vacatus,  The c a l l ,  In t h 2 s  
case, was accompanied by a n o t e  t h a t  "mare t J m e  
shollld be s p c a t  on p o i n t s  of disjgreerien.; ,  o f  
p o s s i b l e  insdequate treatmazi; ,  and s i n t i  l;,r nega - 
tive factors, " 

In  responding t o  such an i n v i t a t i o n ,  Z would f i r s t  
i n v i t e  your  a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  fo i lowing  statement-- 
page 9 ,  p a r a g r a p h  3 2 ,  sentence 2 ,  where we read: 

The c u r s e  of t h e  law, t he  ma led i c t i on  and 
punishment r equ i r ed  by God's ho ly  will as  i t  
i s  revea led  i n  t h e  Law, having been endured 
by H i s  Son, God renounced e f f e c t i v e l y  a l l  
H i s  j u s t  requiremeacs,  and H i s  w r ~  th was 
appeased,  

There is  no ques t i on  t h a t  God's atonement f a r  
sin i n  C h r i s t  cannot be l i m i t e d  i n  anyway. B u t .  
i s  t h e r e  a danger,  +%en, we s o  n e c e s s a r i l y  end 
j o y f u l l y  p roc la im t h i s  t r e a s u r e  of t h e  Gospel. 
i n  us ing  language whj.ch i s  no t  e x e g e t i c a l l y  pre-  
c i s e .  There i s  a p ~ s s i b l e  danger ,  f o r  example, 
i n  s t a t i n g  f l a t l y  t h a t  " ~ o d ' s  wrath was appeased." 

Seve ra l  passages  came t o  mind he re :  

John 3 : 3 6  Whoever b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  Son h a s  
e t e r n a l  l i f e ,  bu t  whoever r e j e c t s  t h e  son w i l l  
n o t  s e e  l i f e ,  f o r  God's wrath ab ides  upon him. 

(&XA 6 6 p Y 4  TOG @COO ~ Q V E L  6 ;  a 6 ~ 6 v )  The pres-  
ent t e n s e  of ~ ~ V E L  f o r t h r i g h t l y  c l a ims  t h a t  
there i s  a sense i n  which God's wrath is pres -  
e n t l y  upon u n f a i t h .  A wrath which is o b j e c t i v e ,  
that is, it is not s imply  the lack  of God's 
blessing or some self- induced s t a t e ,  b u t  t h e  
real, e x t r a  R O ~ ~ S ,  wrach of God which is sub- 
jeetiveLy vpon the person of unfaith* 

Romans i:18 ' s i m i l a r l y  s t a t e s  : 

The wrath of God i s  being  r evea l ed  ( ~ T ~ o T ~ ~ ? ~ K T E T c x ~ ~ )  

 fro^ heaven a g a i n s t  a l l  t h e  god l ine s s  and w i c k e d -  
nes s  cf nzen kji!t, s u p p r e s s  t h e  t r u t h  by the i r  
wickedness . . . 
Again, t h e  p r c s e n t t t e n s e  of t h e  ve-rb, 
(hnowa~dai~~a~), c la ims  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a present  
a c t i o n  of God 's  wrath upon s i n f u l  men, 

Cod's wra th ,  t h e s e  passages  assert, i s  operaeive 
a g a i n s t  men who have been o b j e c t i v e l y  j u s t i f i e d  i n  
the  a ton ing  work of  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  

Therefore, t h e  quest ion i s  i n  o r d e r ,  as t o  whether 
we might no t  be b e t t e r  adv i sed ,  t o  c a r e f u l l y  employ 
t h e  S c r i p t u r a l  vccahula ry  t o  d e s c r i b e  t b e  un iversa l  
n a t u r e  and r e a l i t y  of C h r i s t ' s  a t on ing  work-- 
~ L H ~ L ~ W  - Matt .  1 . 2 ~ ~ ~  x a ~ a h ~ & o o w  - 2 Cor. 5 I g 3  
i haopos  - 1 John z 2 ,  & u r i h u ~ p o v  - I T i m  2 5 $ 6 e  

A s  Lutherans  we suppor t  both S c r i p t u r a l  t r u t h s :  
F i r s t ,  a s  our  e s s a y i s t  s o  c o n c i s e l y  s t a t e s  "for-  
g iveness  i s  a r e a l l y  e x i s t i n g  b l e s s i n g ,  which i s  
o b j e c t i v e l y  o f f e r e d  i n  t h e  Gospel,  t h a t  i t  a c t u a l l y  

recedes  f a i t h  (pzge 20 ,  paragraph 3 9 ) .  Secondly,  
od i s  p r e s e n t l y  p u l v e r i z i n g  t h e  rocks  sf r ebe l -  
i o u s  human p r i d e  and u n f a i t h ,  

Our con fe s s ions  a f f i r m  both  t r u t h s  i n  b r i e f  span. 
Apology, A r t .  IV, paragraph 80, s t a t e s :  
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The wrath of God cannot be appeased i f  w e  se t  ' 

agaznst it our o m  works, because Christ has 
been set f o r t h  as a P r o p i t i a t o r ,  so that for 
Eis  szke,  the. Fa the r  may become reconciled to 
us. (I'rigg. 1 4 3 )  

Ira D e i  non p o t e s t  placaui, si oppmamus 
nost ra  opera ,  quia Chrfstus propos i tu s  e s t  
propitiator, u t  p r o p t e r  ipsum fiat n o b i s  
p lacdtus  Pater, 

The b e a u t i f u l  summary statement of paragraph 
7 : ,  page 22 ,  which c l o s e s  wit11  s o  f i t t i n g  a c i t a -  
t i o n  of Romans 1:36 would, w e  are  sugges t i ng ,  be 
s t reng thened  somewhat by h o l d i n g  t h e  t r u t h  of 
Romans l:18 c l o s e  a t  hand, even as S t .  Paul  does  
in the opening of h i s  great epistle. 

The second ques t i on  which might  be posed i s  
whether ,  a t  some p o i n t ,  t h e  Lutheran theology of 
c e r t i t u d e  must c l e a r l y  s p e l l  o u t  s u b j e c t i v e  impl i -  
cat"rons? If we reduce t h i s  dimension s e v e r e l y ,  
do we r i s k  misunders tanding? 

The s o l a  g r a t i a  p r i n c i p l e ,  a s  i s  s o  e loquen t ly  
argrled i n  our  e s s a y i s t ' s  s t u d y ,  p rec ludes  any 
c c ~ c e s s i o n  t o  a Reformed, C a t h o l i c ,  o r  s e c u l a r  
( t h e  way of l i b e r a l i s m )  d o c t r i n a l  pos tu r e .  Each, 
i n  i t s  own way, en thrones  man, and removes c e r t i -  
tude .  

God h a s  done a l l  i n  C h r i s t .  ft has happened 
p r i o r  t o  and o u t s i d e  of o u r  f e e b l e  a b i l i t i e s ,  
F a i t h  i t s e l f  i s  pu re ly  a g i f t  of grace.  

But,  having s a i d  all t h a t ,  do w e  n o t  run the  
r i s k  of  n o t  ho ld ing  t h e  Gospel impe ra t i ve s  a s  
c l o s e  as we should t o  t h e  Gospel,  Pau l ine  

paranesis s o  consistently places the  indica-  
tive of God's gracious action p r i o r  t o  the i m -  
p e r a t i v e  of C h r i s t i a n  action t h a t  t h e r e  can be 
no d a a b t i n g  the order of our dogmatiss ,  bu t ,  
Paul, also ho lds  the two c loge  togethex i n  
almost organic fas t r ion.  The q u e s t i o n  a r i ses  as 
to whether one can f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  the  one 
without; t h e  f o i l  of t h e  o t h e r ,  

A very f i n e  f r i e n d ,  i n  a lighter moment, 
s t a t e d  that: '? mast bekkeve i n  object ive  justi- 
f i c a t i o n ,  it's t h e  only chance I have.. ." Indeed,  
it 's the  only chance any of us has, f o r  I'm sure 
w e  would rank our s a n c t i f i c a t r o n  w i t h  him as- 
wearing nothing but  the f i l t h y  rags of our  
Eai l t r res .  

I wou-ld agree wholehear ted ly  tha t  each of us 
i s  u t t e r l y  dependent upon t h e  c e r t i t u d e  af our 
object ive  j u s t i f i ca t ion  which God worked on t h e  
cross. 

A t  t h e  same time I see no S c r i p t u r a l  war ran t  
which would permi t  u s  t o  s t a te  t h i s  s av ing  truth 
i n  such a way t h a t  one migh t  r ega rd  sanc t i f i ca -  
t i o n  as o p t i o n a l .  

P e r h n p s ,  rbe point wh"cb  T qeek to convey, 
i s  besf made exegeticnlly. I n  ".exthew 28:18ff., 

+::;ins t he  %reat co ; : l ~ i ' i s ! i ' ?  with an inci- 
sive F ~;dd_~a~-,---,In (:fin $73) , fjv-r Lpxcl asserts t h a t  
a l l  rower i s  pixidLi i - td  iiim--in h a v e n  and upon 
t h e  earth.. The r ~ r i s t  p25ejy.-e c f  6 C b o p ~ .  su re ly  
conveys ehe action of  Sod L + -  F?ther. A l l  t h i s  
has haF2ene2, - ~ o l a  c;.--- o r p t i e ,  - _ o p t s i d e  of you and m e ,  
bu t  it has al- ,o b p p e n  e' -- : ~ * o  ~ ~ b s ' s ,  - ---- - and ---- because 
of  St, o u r  f,r.?-d acidressr3s tle v i t h  s p e c i f i c  i n -  - -- 

-? j u n c ~ i o ~ s - -  .~qr o u r  pgr;-.eec, t he  key word i n  
t5j-s F2ssag.e is the 06.: -- " t h e r ~ f o r e . "  ~t is 
because of the c5jective j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of mankind 
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fn Chr i s t  t h a t  what w e  do does matter, 

ZE it were no t  for t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God had 
done a l l  well. and Jesus  had been given a l l  power, 
w e  could n o t  r i g h t l y  hea r  these  in junc t ions .  T h e  
o8v holds  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  very c l o s e  t o  s a n c t i f i -  
ca t ion .  

I f  t h e  impera t ive  were placed f i r s t - - a s  
Komanism, l i b e r a l i s m ,  and Calvinism do--then 
what we do doesn ' t  mat te r ,  f o r  we a r e  t r u l y  i n  
the  p r i son  of opin io  l e g i s .  

Again, S t .  Paul ,  i n  I Cor in th ians  15, a f t e r  
a  whole chapter  of i n d i c a t i v e s  which desc r ibe  
C h r i s t ' s  r e s u r r e c t i o n  a s  t h e  s e a l  of t h e  a toning  
work-- 6y f i y~  p . r a ~ ,  Grp8q -- concludes t h a t  chap te r  
w i th  an admonition-- ; 6 p a ~ o ~ ,  yivco8e -- "be 
s t ead fas t . "  I n  t h i s  case  we f i n d  n o t  o h ,  bu t  

s i m i l a r l y  t r a n s l a t e d  " therefore"  binding 
t h e  two s o l i d l y  together .  

In  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  is  always a  need f o r  
B i b l i c a l  balance i n  our  d o c t r i n a l  s tudy.  Chris- 
t i a n  c e r t i t u d e  is  every th ing  our e s s a y i s t  has  
s a i d ,  bu t  one longs f o r ,  a t  t i n e s ,  a  b i t  more 
commentary which would take  i n t o  account t h e  o3v 
and t h e  h 6 - r ~ .  O r  t h a t  would a s s e r t  compa t ib i l i t y  
of Chr i s t i an  c e r t i t u d e  w i t h  such a p o s t o l i c  admo- 
n i t i o n  a s :  

Therefore,  another  i b r ~ a f t e r  Paul ' s  r i ng ing  
s tatement  of C h r i s t ' s  humi l ia t ion ,  

Therefore,  my dear  f r i e n d s ,  as you have always 
obeyed--not only i n  my presence,  but  now mudl 
more i n  my absence--continue t o  work out  your 
s z l v a t i o n  wi th  f e a r  and trembling,  f o r  i t  is 
God who works i n  you t o  w i l l  and t o  act accord- 
ing  t o  his good purpose, P h i l .  2 ~ 1 2 ~ 1 3 .  

You, my b r o t h e r s ,  were c a l l e d  t o  be f r e e .  
But do not  use your freedom t o  indulge t h e  
s i n f u l  na tu re ;  rather, se rve  one another  
i n  love ,  Gal. 5:13 

OR, VERY STRIKINGLY, ST. PAUL'S SELF-ADPfONITION: 

No, I b e s t  my body and make it: my s lave so 
%I-iat a f t e r  I have preached t o  a t h e u s ,  f 
myself w i l l  no t  be d i s q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  
p r i z e .  I Cox.  9:27 

TEE CH23STIAX CERTTTVJE WEICE BEES SO 
FldLLY EXPLICATED FOR US I S  SIFWLTANEUUSLY TEE 
CHIEF ENDIU OF CEEAP GRACE, 

I %I a f r a i d ,  f  ror;, a S;elscrge viewpoin t ,  se 
need t o  con t inua l ly  make t h a t  po in t .  Whet God 

ha th  E c r i ~ t u r ; l l y  j o i E c d ,  must  h e  he ld  t o g e t h e r  
i n  the  l i f e  of t h e  church. Hcw s l y l y  Sacan in- 
v i t e s  us t o  pu t  our  c e r t i t u d e  on the  s p i r i t u a l  
shelf  of our  l i v e s  i n s t e a d  of using i t  every day 
i n  the  arena tc "bezit our b.scffesH arrd press on 
with Paul t o  " lay hold of t h e  p r i z e , "  

12b"iout t h e  c e r t i t u *  05 red..:nption and xec- 
o n c i l i a t i o n ,  grace and j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  e lec t ion  
and f i n a l  s a i v a t i o n ,  there  can be no s a n c t i f i c a -  
t i c n .  A t  t h e  same time, t rue  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
e n t a i l s  and i s  ever  joined t o  t h e  l i f e  of sanc- 
t i f i c a t i o n  which i s  i t s e l f  a safa  gratia enter-  
prise--a pure g i f t  of God's grace, 

P h i l .  213 - " for  i t  i s  God which worketh i n  
you b o t h  t o  w i l l  and t o  do of  h i s  good 
p leasure .  '' 

I f  t h e  o6v and the ~ O T E  a r e  ever withdra'frm we 
quickly f a l l  i n t o  t h e  theo log ica l  t r a p  of Amosq 
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You, my b r o t h e r s ,  were c a l l e d  t o  be f r e e .  
But do not  use your freedom t o  indulge t h e  
s i n f u l  na tu re ;  rather, se rve  one another  
i n  love ,  Gal. 5:13 

OR, VERY STRIKINGLY, ST. PAUL'S SELF-ADPfONITION: 

No, I b e s t  my body and make it: my s lave so 
%I-iat a f t e r  I have preached t o  a t h e u s ,  f 
myself w i l l  no t  be d i s q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  
p r i z e .  I Cox.  9:27 

TEE CH23STIAX CERTTTVJE WEICE BEES SO 
FldLLY EXPLICATED FOR US I S  SIFWLTANEUUSLY TEE 
CHIEF ENDIU OF CEEAP GRACE, 

I %I a f r a i d ,  f  ror;, a S;elscrge viewpoin t ,  se 
need t o  con t inua l ly  make t h a t  po in t .  Whet God 

ha th  E c r i ~ t u r ; l l y  j o i E c d ,  must  h e  he ld  t o g e t h e r  
i n  the  l i f e  of t h e  church. Hcw s l y l y  Sacan in- 
v i t e s  us t o  pu t  our  c e r t i t u d e  on the  s p i r i t u a l  
shelf  of our  l i v e s  i n s t e a d  of using i t  every day 
i n  the  arena tc "bezit our b.scffesH arrd press on 
with Paul t o  " lay hold of t h e  p r i z e , "  

12b"iout t h e  c e r t i t u *  05 red..:nption and xec- 
o n c i l i a t i o n ,  grace and j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  e lec t ion  
and f i n a l  s a i v a t i o n ,  there  can be no s a n c t i f i c a -  
t i c n .  A t  t h e  same time, t rue  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
e n t a i l s  and i s  ever  joined t o  t h e  l i f e  of sanc- 
t i f i c a t i o n  which i s  i t s e l f  a safa  gratia enter-  
prise--a pure g i f t  of God's grace, 

P h i l .  213 - " for  i t  i s  God which worketh i n  
you b o t h  t o  w i l l  and t o  do of  h i s  good 
p leasure .  '' 

I f  t h e  o6v and the ~ O T E  a r e  ever withdra'frm we 
quickly f a l l  i n t o  t h e  theo log ica l  t r a p  of Amosq 
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congrega t ion ,  They loved t h e  Exodus, t h e  r i t u a l ,  
t h e  day of the Lord--all  t h e  grac ious  s ta tements  
of convenental s t a t u s ,  bu t  they ha ted  t h e  o h  and 
the  Z o ~ r ,  Is it  any wonder t h a t  J e sus  quotes  
Amose co l l eague ,  Hosea, i n  say ing:  

I seek mercy and n o t  s a c r i f i c e .  Matthew 9:13 
k h ~ o o  $ & X U  u a i  06 ~uaia v  

But, of course ,  i t  wzs no t  our  e s s a y i s t ' s  
Gcrpose t o  t r e a t  - the .--- bond between j u s t i f i c a ~ i o n  
2rL& s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  Indeed,  l a m  s u r e  t h a t  he 
w c ~ l d  concur wi th  h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  f r i e n d ,  John 
Gerhard, on t h e  i n d i s s o l u b i l i t y  o f  t h e  t w o ,  when 
he writes, i n  t h e  f i r s t  paragraph of h i s  t r e a t -  
ment on good works: 

Doctr inae d e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n e  perfidem con- 
v e n i e n t i  o r d i n e ' s u c c e d i t  a r t i c u l u s  d e  bonis  
oper ibus .  Quamvis enim f i d e  s i n e  oper ibus  
j u s t i f i c e m u r ,  a@ pro inde  a  f o r o  j u s t i f i c a -  
t i o n i s  bsna opera s i n t  sejungenda;  tamen vex 
i l l a  e t  viva f i d e s ,  perquam j u s t i f i c a m u r ,  
non est s i n e  oper ibus ,  cum b e n e f i c f a  j u s t i -  
f i c a t i o n i s  e t  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n i s  r egene ra t ion i s  
e t  r enova t ion i s  perpe tua  i n d i s s o l u b i l i  nexG 
s i n t  conjuncta .  

Xy thanks t o  t h e  e s s a y i s t .  

A br ie f  t h i r d  r e a c t i o n  was n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
pzbllczti.on. Ed. 




